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1. Welcome and Introductions  

John Pfeifer, TACA Chair, convened the meeting at 1:03 PM.  TACA members and attendees made self-introductions.  Chair Pfeifer welcomed Peter Hill as a new appointee to TACA.
Present were:

TACA members: Peter Hill, Jack Kemmerly, Harry Krug, Chris Kunze, Rob Leonard, Andy Richards for Mark McClardy, John Pfeifer, Sandy Waters and Tom Weil. 
Absent were: Mike Armstrong, Dan Burkhart, and Mark Mispagel. 
Commission:  John Chalker and Joseph Tavaglione.
Commission and Department staff:  Robert Chung.  Mary Frederick, Terry Barrie, Philip Crimmins, Chris Ferrell, Kevin Ryan and Jeffery Spencer
Others present: Nancy Ragsdale, Carol Ford, James Jenkins, John Doherty, Jose Luis Sanchez, Jerry Martin, and Alex Wilcox.
2. Approval of February 14, 2007 Minutes

Chair Pfeifer noted that staff did not have time to prepare the minutes and that the minutes would be approved at the next meeting. 

3. Caltrans / CTC status report

Ms. Mary Frederick reported on the Division’s activities.  Mr. Chung reported that the Commission accepted TACA’s recommendation on the CAAP 10% match.  
4. Alameda Corridor – Lessons Learned & Upcoming Challenges (Proposition 1B)

TACA asked the Alameda Corridor Transportation Authority to present its formation, the rail corridor project it successfully complete, and its upcoming challenges.  TACA hoped to understand better how it used the lessons learned with the rail corridor and apply it to landside projects for airports, particularly where the governance is scattered among several agencies.

John Doherty, Chief Executive Officer of the Alameda Corridor Transportation Authority (ACTA), gave a briefing on the Ports of Los Angeles-Long Beach and the need for landside access.  The Ports of Los Angeles-Long Beach is the largest port in the US and fifth largest in the world.  Economically the $256 billion in goods that is shipped in to the Ports of Los Angeles-Long Beach is equal to that shipped by all the ports in the Great Lakes and New England.
Mr. Doherty explained the need for increasing the landside capacity out of the Ports.  The Alameda Corridor is a 22-mile rail corridor that replaced four branch lines.  It reduced the number of grade crossing conflicts, increased rails speeds from 10 miles per hour to 40 mph. and put in 50 grade separations and bridges. The ACTA is a joint powers authority comprised of the Cities of Long Beach, Los Angeles, the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach, and the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA).  The $2.43 billion Alameda Corridor project was funded thru revenue bonds, port revenues, MTA grants, Federal loans and other funding.  The railroads agreed to assess themselves voluntarily via container fee and a user charger to help fund the project.  85% of the cost was funded by the railroads.  Mr. Doherty explained the air quality improvements resulting from reduced emissions.  He then discussed the future challenges facing the ACTA, such as optimizing the use of the existing facilities (replacing the Schulyer Heim drawbridge), seeking funding from Proposition 1B, and coordinating with the Alameda Corridor East Construction Authority. 
5. Status Report on TACA Membership

TACA members continued the discussion bringing in more representatives with an interest in aeronautics.  Mr. Alex Wilcox of BAG Aviation was introduced and he presented his qualifications.  Mr. Luis Sanchez of Southwest Airlines was welcomed to the meeting as an interested observer, who might be interested in joining TACA.  After some discussion, TACA recommended that Mr. Wilcox be recommended for appointment by the Commission chair to TACA.

6. 2008 Aero Fund Estimate Assumptions

Mary Frederick, Caltrans Division Chief, presented the 2008 Aeronautics Fund Estimate Assumptions that would be presented to the Commission at its April 25-26 meeting as an information item.  Mr. Chung noted that the assumptions were similar to the ones used two years ago.  On a motion by Kemmerly and seconded by Kunze, TACA recommended that the Commission accept the assumptions on an 8-0 vote.
7. Annual AIP Match Proposal
Ms Frederick presented the Annual Airport Improvement Program match.  She recommended that the Commission continue with the 2.5% match rate that TACA recommended to the Commission last year.  On a motion by Kunze and seconded by Kemmerly, TACA voted 8-0 to recommend continuing the 2.5% match rate.
8. Ground Access to Airports Study Matrix
At the last TACA meeting, Mr. Kunze asked Caltrans to provide a short synopsis of the pertinent recommendations.  
Ms. Frederick presented the summary matrix of the study.  She reported on the air cargo volume by national and state data.  Ms Frederick noted that 34 California airports provide passenger and cargo service. Three others, Castle, March and Southern California Logistics Airport, either are regional airports or are developing into regional airports.
Sixteen of the 57 airports that submitted projects for the 2003 Capital Improvement program provide passenger and air cargo service.  The 16 airports submitted 50 projects totaling $2.9 billion.  In a joint letter with FAA, the Caltrans Aeronautics asked airport managers to include potential airport ground-access projects for the upcoming 2008/09 capital program.  None was proposed.  Caltrans feels that airport managers and the planning departments are not coordinating with each other.
9. Re-Authorization of Vision 100
Mr. Andy Richard, Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) discussed the Bush Administration proposal that would provide about $2.8 billion for FFY 2008 thru 2011.  He explained that the Administration’s proposal would increase the cost burden to general aviation thru user fees and tax hikes.  The Administration thought its proposal is a fair one.

Chair Pfeifer noted that the TACA agenda packet included a number of emails and articles against the Administration’s proposal.  He noted that a number of organizations felt the current process was a fair one for general aviation. 
10.  State Legislation

Mr. Pfeifer and Mr. Chung reported on the status of bills.  AB 700, Santa Monica airport pollution study, would be heard in Assembly Transportation Committee.  SB 359, a sales and use tax exemptions that exempted gross receipts in excess of $1.88/gallon purchased by an air common carrier on a domestic flight, was introduced.  SB 798, Criminal background checks, was introduced.  TACA recommended that the Commission oppose SB 798.
11.  Other Business/Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 3:47 PM by consensus.  TACA will meet next on June 18, 2007.  Mr. Pfeifer noted that he was not available for the June meeting and the Vice-Chair Kunze would chair the meeting.
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