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1. Welcome and Introductions  

John Pfeifer, TACA Chair, convened the meeting at 1:10 PM.  TACA members and attendees made self-introductions.
Present were:

TACA members: Jack Kemmerly, Harry Krug, Chris Kunze, Rob Leonard (for G. Hardy Acree), John Pfeifer and Tom Weil. 
Absent were: Mike Armstrong, Dan Burkhart, Mark Mispagel, and Sandy Waters. 
Commission:  John Chalker and Joseph Tavaglione.
Commission and Department staff:  Robert Chung.  Mary Frederick, Terry Barrie, 
Others present: Nancy Ragsdale, Andy Richards, Carol Ford and Peter Hill
2. Approval of January 17, 2007 Minutes

Mr. Krug moved and Mr. Waters seconded the approval of the January 2007 minutes.  The motion passed 6-0. 

3. Caltrans / CTC status report

Ms. Mary Frederick reported on the Division’s activities.  She shared that the Division was working to on safety issues at Montgomery Field in San Diego.  Commissioner Chalker expressed concern of the lack of communications between the State and the federal agencies.  He asked if the communications need to be better coordinated and if legislation is needed.
Mr. Chung stated that Caltrans presented the CAAP proposal to the Commission, which will act on it next month.  TACA made its recommendation that the 10% match continue.  Mr. Chung noted that the CTC chair will likely be Commissioner Ghielmetti and CTC vice chair will likely be Commissioner Chalker.
4. Status Report on TACA Membership

TACA members continued the discussion from last month about getting more representatives.  Mr. Leonard introduced Mr. Peter Hill, City Councilman from Rocklin.  Mr. Hill presented his qualifications, which included working as staff for the local council of governments on transportation issues, airport land use compatibility plans, and his years as an elected official.  TACA recommended Mr. Hill be appointed by the Chair of the Commission to TACA.  Motion by Kemmerly and seconded by Kunze, vote 6-0.
Commissioner Chalker suggested TACA look for representatives from trade associations rather than specific companies, if no one company was willing to volunteer.  After further discussion, TACA members concluded that they would try to get representatives from Jet Blue and Southwest Airlines to join.  Failing that TACA would look to trade associations. 

5. Caltrans Aeronautics Perspective on Re-Authorization of Vision 100
Ms. Mary Frederick noted that Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) released a Bush Administration proposal that would provide about $2.8 billion for FFY 2008 thru 2011.  General aviation representatives are in opposition because of the recommended changes in how the revenues would be raised.  The Administration proposal would increase the cost burden to general aviation thru user fees and tax hikes, while decreasing the burden to large commercial airlines.  S 1300 (Rockefeller) would authorize appropriations for the Federal Aviation Administration for fiscal years 2008 through 2011, to improve aviation safety and capacity, to modernize the air traffic control system, and for other purposes.  Ms. Frederick noted that it was early in the process and that Aeronautics staff was still analyzing the federal bill.
TACA members discussed the proposed shifts, how it would affect general aviation in California, and asked for more information.  Mr. Chung noted that TACA’s role was to develop points that the Commission could offer to the California delegation in considering and supporting in the re-authorization of Vision 100.  

Mr. Richards, FAA, indicated that FAA would be ready to present the FAA perspective at the next TACA meeting.  

6. Ground Access to Airports Study
Ms. Frederick presented the executive summary of the study.  She noted that for general aviation the airport managers saw access as a parking issue for passengers, not access for goods and cargo.  Responsibility for access was diffuse and scattered among the local jurisdictions, the state and the federal government.
Mr. Kunze asked Caltrans to provide a short synopsis of the pertinent recommendations.  Mr. Chalker noted that the scattered responsibility is a governance issue and that TACA could make recommendations to the Commission on how to address those issues.  As it is now, if companies cannot get things to market once on the ground, those air cargo planes could fly over California and that could reduce California’s market share.
Mr. Kunze said that the Alameda Corridor joint powers agency dealt with the scattered governance issue.  He noted it might be useful to have a high-level staff person come and explain how Alameda Corridor JPA did it.  After further discussion, TACA requested that Mr. Kunze and staff arrange for management staff of the Alameda Corridor JPA come and discuss how the JPA dealt with the scattered governance issue. 
7.  State Legislation

Mr. Pfeifer and Mr. Chung noted that the search for authors to sponsor bills was progressing slowly.  SB 10 by Senator Kehoe was a potential bill for dealing with the exceptions currently permitted in forming airport land use commissions.  No one appeared interested in sponsoring a stand-alone bill to increase revenues for general aviation.  

8.  General Aviation Security
Mr. Kunze gave a brief overview of the general aviation operations and screening for security purposes.  He noted that general aviation airports could increase security by:
· Preventing direct access to the airport without first passing thru a security checkpoint. 

· Having security fencing around critical areas of the airport.

· Having security or airport personnel make random stops and searches of people at the airport.
· Ensuring that the airport and its tenants have security plans.

· Having video surveillance

· Having the airport coordinate with the local police and the TSA.

· Funding security plans for airports.
Mr. Kunze suggested that a “How to secure your airport” video be prepared that Caltrans could distribute to the general aviation airports.  
9.  Other Business/Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 2:48 PM on a motion by Krug and seconded by Waters (6-0).  TACA will meet next on April 18th.
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