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CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

 
MINUTES OF THE  

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON AERONAUTICS 
FOR 

WEDNESDAY, January 16, 2008  
SACRAMENTO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  

TERMINAL A – Second Level Conference Room, 
6900 AIRPORT BOULEVARD     
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 

________________________________________________________________________   
1. Welcome and Introductions    
Chris Kunze, TACA Chair, convened the meeting at 1:09 PM.  TACA members and 
attendees made self-introductions.    
Present were:  
TACA members:  Dan Burkhart, Jaime Duran, Peter Hill, Jack Kemmerly, Harry 
Krug, Chris Kunze, John Pfeifer, Rob Leonard (arrived at 1:23 pm), Mark Mispagel, 
and Tom Weil   
Absent were: Mike Armstrong, and Alex Wilcox.  
Commission:  John Chalker and Joe Tavaglione (TACA Liaison).   
Commission and Department staff:  Robert Chung.  Mary Frederick, Terry Barrie, 
Lee Provost, Yu Song.   
Others present: Steve Birdsall, Rusty Chapman, Fernando Yanez, Steve Bultman, 
Jerry Martin, and James Jenkins were also present.   
2. Approval of Minutes for October 17, 2007.  
On a motion by Krug and seconded by Kemmerly, TACA approved the minutes as 
amended on vote of 9-0 votes.  Corrections included the spelling of Mr. Hayzlett’s 
name, rather than Mr. Hazlett, noting that Chris Ferrell, Caltrans, was also a 
presenter on the NextGen topic, noting that NextGen was to change the air traffic 
control system, and that the projected cost for NextGen was estimated to be around 
$130 billion.  
3. Status Report and Upcoming Actions 
 
Ms Frederick noted that the Commission heard the amendment for the 2006 Capital 
Improvement Plan.  She noted the Commission would likely accept TACA’s 
recommendations from October.  In response to a question about the Aeronautics 
Account, she did not think the revenues would be shifted into the General Fund this 
year. 
 

Page 1 of 4 



TACA Meeting Minutes  January 16, 2008 

 
Mr. Chung noted that the information on the upcoming budget showed at least a 
$14 billion shortfall and that the budget would be a difficult one.  This would affect 
legislation to increase funding for general aviation.  He noted that the CTC’s annual 
report was being released.  He would bring copies to the next meeting.  
Commissioner Tavaglione noted that the Commission elected Commissioner 
Chalker to serve as the Commission’s chairman; Commissioner Alvarado was 
elected vice-chair.   
 
4.  TACA Goals for the Upcoming Year. 
 
Mr. Kunze expressed his thoughts on upcoming TACA goals and asked TACA to 
consider them for discussion at the next meeting.  He noted that he wanted to focus 
on:   

 legislation for reforming the ALUC (airport land use commission) process, 
 ways to assist Caltrans Aeronautics to be more effective and receive more 

funding, a guide to let airports know about best practices, 
 update the ALUC handbook,  
 coordinate with other stakeholders on aeronautics issues, 
 modify the CTC’s material to explain the aeronautics is part of the 

transportation family,  
 increase the state’s involvement in airport security, and  
 focus Caltrans’ planning document to be more forward looking, such as 

addressing the future of very light jets.  
 
Rather than going thru each item, Mr. Kunze asked that TACA members review his 
draft working paper and be ready to discuss the issues at the next TACA meeting.   
 
5.  Mission Statement of Caltrans Aeronautics Division   
 
Ms Frederick described the mission of the Aeronautics Division.  She noted that the 
Caltrans role in aviation is to foster and promote the safe, efficient, dependable, and 
environmentally compatible air transportation system.  
 
6. Aeronautical Division Organizational Chart and Staffing  
 
Ms Frederick explained five offices within the Division.  She noted four of the five 
provide service to the aeronautics community; the fifth is the administrative arm of 
the Division.  The four offices are Airports, Aviation Planning, Airport Noise, and 
Technical and Program Services.  She briefly described each office’s 
responsibilities and key staff in each office. 
 
Ms Frederick then described the Division’s vacancy rates and how Caltrans’ salary 
and benefits were not competitive.  TACA suggested ways to handle the issue such 
as contracting out and advertising at key universities with an aeronautics program to 
attract new talent.  Ms Frederick noted the Division was constrained on offering 
more salary to keep valued employees, due to civil service restrictions on pay and 
salary ranges for civil service classifications. 
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7. 2008 Goals for the Aeronautics Division 
 
Ms Frederick explained the goals of the Division, which were embedded in her 
agreement with her manager.  She mentioned some of the activities in the material 
sent to TACA.  She would continue work on improving the Division’s planning 
documents regarding air cargo and goods movement in California.   
 
The Division would complete its Phase 1 update its ALUC planning handbook.  It 
would also shoot for completing its Best Practices Guide.  The Division would 
continue commenting on environmental documents of proposals within two nautical 
miles of an airport. 
 
Commissioner Chalker asked whether the goals and the mission statement included 
large airports?  He wanted to make sure that the planning done did not just focus on 
general aviation but also included issues related the next generation of air traffic 
control systems and large airport issues that impact the transportation system on 
the ground.  He asked that the Division keep FAA/FHWA informed of issues to 
avoid a federal disconnect.  It appears the two federal agencies do not always 
communicate and it is important that the State make its views known to both parties.  
It is important to keep our transportation system, both land and air functioning or the 
air cargo and passenger traffic will bypass California for airports that are easier to 
access.   

 
8. Capital Improvement Plan, Methodology for Project Selection  
 
Ms Frederick explained the biennial CIP process that results in a three-year 
program of projects.  She explained the current process that resulted in a 15% of 
the funding being set aside for airport land use compatibility plans (ALUCPs) and 
the remaining split between non-NPIAS (National Plan of Integrated Airport 
Systems) airports (35%) and NPIAS airports (50%).  
 
Ms Frederick noted that the current split did not permit more than one or two 
ALUCPs being done annually.  Some of the ALUCPs were over 20 years old.   
 
TACA members agreed with Ms Frederick’s reasoning and asked the Division of 
Aeronautics to bring back different percentage options for funding the three 
categories.  They also suggested that the Division investigate getting a grant from 
FAA to hire a consultant to produce “turn-key” or templates that a small general 
aviation airport can use prepare its own ALUCP.  TACA members also requested 
the Aeronautics Division to come back with an idea of how many airports need an 
updated ALUCP soon. 
 
 
9. Review of Project Delivery by Local Jurisdictions 
 
This item was deferred to the March meeting due to illness. 
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10.   State Legislative Schedule  
Mr. Chung presented the Legislature’s schedule for 2008.  He noted key dates for 
bills going thru policy and fiscal committees. 
 
11. State Legislative Committees  
 
Mr. Chung discussed with TACA the 2008 membership of the Legislature.  He noted 
that he also included key staff and phone numbers for their use.  TACA asked that 
Mr. Chung email the material to TACA members, since an insufficient number of 
copies were brought to the meeting.   
 
Mr. Pfeifer discussed SB 911, a bill regarding hot air balloons.  He noted that no 
one was interested in proposing an aeronautics funding change in the current 
environment.  Lastly, Mr. Pfeifer stated he would be meeting with some legislators 
on a proposed Airport Land Use Commission bill to clean up the existing statutes. 

 
12. Federal Re-Authorization  
 
Ms. Frederick introduced Rusty Chapman from the FAA to talk about federal re-
authorization.  Mr. Chapman noted that the re-authorization has lapsed.  The House 
has passed a bill, but the Senate has yet to pass one.  A conference committee 
cannot meet until that happens.  The earliest that the Senate may look at the issue 
is February.   
 
Appropriations are stalled.  Accordingly, FAA has no authority to enter into grants, 
since the appropriations have not been authorized.  The earliest that money may 
become available is April 1.  Mr. Chapman then discussed FAA’s position on the re-
authorization bill about: 

 an increase in the passenger facilities charge,  
 environmental provisions,  
 how NextGen should be funded, and  
 the proposed shift to have general aviation picks up more of the cost. 

 
Other Business/Adjournment  
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:55 PM.  TACA will meet next on March 26, 2008.   
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