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Key Contacts 

Business, Transportation and Housing Agency 
980 9th Street, Suite 2450 
Sacramento, CA 95814-2719 
Web: www.bth.ca.gov 
 
California Transportation Commission, Technical Advi-
sory Committee for Aeronautics 
1120 N Street, MS 52 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Web: www.catc.ca.gov/committees/taca/ 
 
State Senate, Transportation Committee 
(916) 651-4121 
Web: www.senate.ca.gov/ftp/sen/committee/STANDING/
TRANSPORTATION/_home1/PROFILE.HTM 
 
State Assembly, Committee on Transportation 
(916) 319-2093 
Web: http://www.assembly.ca.gov/acs/
newcomframeset.asp?committee=24 
 
CalPilots 
P.O. Box 6868 
San Carlos, CA 94070-6868 
Web: www.calpilots.org 
 
Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association 
421 Aviation Way, 
Frederick, Maryland 21701 
Web: www.aopa.org 
 
National Business Aviation Association 
1200 18th Street NW, Suite 400  
Washington, DC 20036  
Web: www.nbaa.org 
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Threats to General Aviation 

 
State aviation taxes generated an estimated $365 million in 2007.  

$7.4 million was deposited into the Aeronautics Account of 
which only $4.2 million was available for General Aviation grants 

to support development of our public use airports. 
 

———— 
 
Airports are often poorly integrated in community planning docu-
ments resulting in land use decisions incompatible with airports. 

 
———— 

 
The value of airports as ‘economic engines’ is not well under-
stood by local governments and therefore often omitted from 

economic development programs. 
 

————- 
 

A system of airports capable of handling emergency aircraft in 
remote portions of the State results in more efficient response 

during disaster and recovery operations. 
 

———— 
 

State tourism relies heavily on general aviation to reach world-
class vacation destinations not served by commercial airlines. 
Deferred airport improvements can reduce flights and hurt 

economies that value tourism. 

Values UnseenValues UnseenValues Unseen   
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California has 249 public use airports that attract business and industry, 
and provide the foundation necessary for national and international 

commerce.  When general aviation is ignored at the local level, the lost 
jobs find a home in other regions or states.    

 In 2003, 9% of all jobs in the State had a tie to aviation 

 High-value businesses intentionally site near airports  

 Agribusiness needs aviation to reach global markets with fresh foods 

 In 2003, nearly 9% of the State’s Gross Domestic Product was tied 

to aviation 

Aviation Creates Jobs 

Tourism 

Quality of Life 

You Can Help! 

Today’s lifestyles have come to rely on aviation to explore remote destina-
tions, maximize business trips and deliver high value consumer goods over-
night.  Compromising aviation would significantly impair the quality of life 

we have come to enjoy in California. 

 Airports provide access to worldwide travel opportunities 

 Better balance of family and business time (there and back in a day) 

 Daily flights providing fresh produce, fish and florals 

 
General aviation often struggles because many assume commercial service 
airports fulfill all the State’s aviation needs.  Dispelling this myth is critical 
and best accomplished with education and outreach.  Write or visit your 
local Airport Land Use Commission, local government, and elected State 

officials to make them aware of the value of General Aviation in your com-
munity.   Given the many benefits, we all should have an interest in pre-

serving and enhancing a healthy network of airports. 

View our video “ California’s General Aviation Airports: Links to 
Vitality” at: 

www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut/oairportVitality.html 

From the deserts of Death Valley to the snow-capped Sierra’s, and from 
quaint coastal retreats to bustling urban centers, General Aviation is a 
vital link to the diversity that makes California a global tourist destina-
tion.  Our tourist economy would be less accessible if general aviation 

was removed from these remote and desirable areas. 

 Average length of stay and monies spent increases when aviation is 

included 

 Greater accessibility to world-class entertainment and recreation 

 The best of California shopping can be found near airports 

 Local food and wine industries thrive when supported by aviation 

As California’s population grows and decentralizes, general aviation is ex-
pected to support more business types and the movement of high value, 

time-sensitive goods through areas outside traditional urban cores. 

 Aviation generates tax revenue that is distributed statewide and locally 

 Increased highway traffic is opening doors for efficient aviation solutions 

 General aviation provides businesses with lower location cost options 

and access to clients and partners 

 Air cargo continues to dominate ‘value per ton’ freight shipments 

Emergency Response & Recovery 

Economics 
Funding 

Earthquakes and wildfires are two natural events that are a part of life in 
California.  When they occur, Californian’s expect aviation to meet the call 

for immediate response and recovery, particularly in remote or inaccessible 
areas.  Avoiding reinvestment in general aviation can prevent reliable air 

support. 

 Fire suppression and law enforcement operations 

 Deployment of disaster response crews and supplies 

 Aeromedical evacuations 

Maintaining our aviation infrastructure is critical if we want to continue to 
receive its many benefits.  Less than 2% of California general aviation fuel 

excise tax is directly reinvested in aviation.  

 $270 million was estimated to be needed for general aviation airport 

improvements in 2010 

 In 2009 only $1 million was allocated for airport improvements 


