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1. Welcome and Introductions 
 
Chris Kunze, TACA Chair, convened the meeting at 1:02 PM.  TACA member attendees 
made self introductions. 
 
TACA Members Present: 
Dan Burkhart, Harry Krug, Chris Kunze, Mark Mispagel, John Pfeifer, Robin Hunt, 
Sandy Waters, and Tom Weil 
 
Commissioners Present: 
Commissioner Joe Tavaglione 
 
Commission Staff Present: 
Robert Chung 
 
Caltrans Staff Present: 
Gary Cathey, Terry Barrie, Derek Kantar and Collette Armao. 
 
Others Present:  Bruce MacRae, UPS; Jim LItes, California Airports Council; and James 
Jenkins, San Bernardino County Airports. 

 
2. Approval of August 25, 2010 Minutes 
 
Mr. Burkhart clarified the minutes regarding his statement on how the value of aircraft 
property taxes have a “multiplier effect” in terms of the number of people associated 
with an aircraft, ranging mechanics to pilots.  TACA members approved the amended 
minutes on a motion by Mr. Krug and seconded by Mr. Waters.  Motion carried 8-0.” 
 
  



3. Status Reports and Upcoming Actions 
 
3a Caltrans Division of Aeronautics 
 
Mr. Cathey gave a brief overview on personnel changes due to retirement.  He also 
noted that the Division of Aeronautics budget was not longer restrained from making 
annual grants as the statutes prohibiting that action expired.  He noted the 1969 
Beechcraft was still flying since the replacement aircraft was stricken from the budget. 
Mr. Cathey deferred further remarks to later in the agenda when the Division of 
Aeronautics was prepared to present in more detail its 2011 activities. 
 
3b. CTC 
 
Mr. Chung reported on the November Commission actions.  The Commission heard 
Chair Kunze presentation of TACA’s annual reports respectively on issues and 
accomplishments and accepted the reports.  Mr. Chung handed out the Commission’s 
2010 Annual Report to the members. 
 
3c. TACA 
 
Mr. Kunze introduced Mr. Bruce MacRae, who is the UPS Public Affairs Director for the 
Pacific Region.  He noted that TACA nominated Mr. MacRae and that Mr. MacRae 
came to see TACA in action.  Mr. Chung noted that the Commission Chair would be 
considering Mr. MacRae’s nomination at the January 2011 Commission meeting.  He 
would be making a decision based upon Commissioner Tavaglione’s recommendation.  
Mr. MacRae stated that he was willing to serve and felt it would benefit TACA if other air 
cargo users would also join.   
 
Mr. Pfeifer noted that the executive director of the California Airports Council (CAC) was 
attending today to speak to TACA.  He moved that TACA recommend to the 
Commission that a member of CAC be nominated to be added to TACA.  Motion by 
Pfeifer with a second by Waters was passed 8-0. 
 
 
4. California Airports Council  
 
Mr. Jim Lites introduced himself as the Executive Director of the California Airports 
Council (CAC) and explained the purpose of the organization.  The organization was 
formed in part to respond to the lack of federal reauthorization.  The CAC replicates the 
Florida model to give the large airports a voice at the federal, state and local level.  The 
CAC was formed in the summer of 2009 to provide a unified voice for the 30 California 
commercial airports in promoting and advancing the airports’ interests before federal, 
state and local policy makers and regulators.   
 
The CAC sent letters to Senators Boxer and Feinstein advocating that the Passenger 
Facility Charge be raised.  It also did educational meetings with the California 



Congressional delegation to explain the economic role of airports and the need for 
capital funding. 
 
He then explained that CAC was working with Commission’s staff on identifying 
infrastructure and funding needs for all transportation modes as part of a “master plan”.  
The bulk of the work in collecting the information, however, was being done by the 
Caltrans Division of Aeronautics, since the Division has ready access to the information 
being supplied by the commercial airports.  Mr. Kantar, Division of Aeronautics, then 
explained that the Division’s role was to compile information it already gets from the 
commercial airports to provide a snapshot at the projects and financing that are ongoing 
inside the airports.  The information was divided into system preservation, system 
expansion (e.g., adding capacity), and system management (e.g., next steps such as 
Next Gen).  The information regarding highway access and other transportation access, 
as well as funding, would be provided by others. 
   
5. Caltrans Division of Aeronautics 2011 Activities 
 
Division of Aeronautics staff briefed TACA members on the following items” 
 

 General Aviation Brochure.  The finished brochure, “Sustaining General Aviation” 
was presented to TACA.  The brochure was handed out at the annual AOPA 
meeting. 

 General Aviation Needs Assessment Update. As discussed in the October TACA 
meeting, the appendix of the Needs Assessment was updated.  

 California Interregional Blueprint.  This document is to show the state’s blueprint 
for all transportation modes through 2040.  The CIB will capture the regional 
transportation plans and the regions’ land uses and meld it with the state’s inter-
regional plans to test through an air quality/transportation/land use model how 
the state can meet AB 32 and SB 375 requirements for air quality emission 
reductions and sustainable land use planning. 

 CASP Policy Element.  The Policy will be updated in 2011 and brought to TACA 
for consideration. 

 Airport Land Use Handbook.  The handbook is being revised. An initial draft was 
issued last year.  Based upon the comments received, a final draft should be put 
together by spring 2011.  The differences between the 2002 and the 2011 
handbooks will be highlighted. 

 Airport Cooperative Research Program Synthesis Report.  This report on energy 
management and savings at airports should be in final draft by early 2011.  A 
final report should be ready before summer 2011. 

 ABAG Earthquake Interagency Agreement.  The scope of work is to provide for 
interagency agreement and coordination with agencies as it relates to integrating 
general aviation airports into the emergency planning process.  Once the Bay 
Area emergency planning process is done, the emergency planning will be 
expanded statewide.  With interagency agreements in place, FEMA can then 
designate an airport as an “essential facility.” 
 



6. Focus Points for 2011 
 
Mr. Kunze presented the points he presented to the Commission.  He asked TACA 
members if additional items should be added.  The focus points would be used to help 
TACA keep track of its goals and objective for the upcoming year.  On a motion by 
Pfeifer and seconded by Waters, TACA agreed 8-0 to use the focus points as a 
framework for guiding TACA through 2011. 
 
7. Legislation 
 
Mr. Cathey noted, as far as he knew, no bills dealing with aeronautics had been 
introduced. 
 
Mr. Pfeifer made his legislative report.  He stated that efforts were underway to rectify 
AB 48 (2009), the California Private Postsecondary Education Act of 2009 and how it 
dealt with FAA-approved schools for flight training and aircraft maintenance.  The 
previous year’s two bills dealing with the issue either failed to get out of Legislature or 
was vetoed by the Governor.  He hoped to have one sponsor for a new bill that would 
clarify the language of AB 48, rather than a number of competing bills.  Mr. MacRae 
indicated he was willing to help with getting legislation enacted that would keep the 
aviation industry healthy in California. 
 
Mr. Pfeifer also noted that airport land use commissions remain an issue.  Lastly, Mr. 
Pfeifer discussed AB 81 (Beall), which would reduce the jet fuel tax from two cents to 
one cent for each gallon of fuel sold.  In discussion with the author’s staff, Mr. Pfeifer 
learned that the bill is a place holder.  Nevertheless, TACA should continue to monitor 
the bill until it is clear what the author’s intent is. 
 
Ms Hunt noted that the majority in the House of Representatives has changed.  She 
was not sure that it would impact the federal re-authorization for aeronautics, as the 
incoming chair, Representative John Mica is very familiar with the issues.  She 
recommended that federal re-authorization be a continuing item. 
 
8. Other Business/Adjournment 
 
No other business was discussed.  Meeting adjourned at 3:01 PM. 
 
 


