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Technical Advisory Committee on Aeronautics 

Minutes 
Wednesday, October 19, 2011 

 
Sacramento International Airport 

Media Conference Room 
6900 Airport Boulevard 
Sacramento, California 
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1. Welcome and Introductions 
 
Chris Kunze, TACA Chair, convened the meeting at 1:05 PM.  TACA member attendees made 
self introductions. 
 
TACA Members Present: 
Dan Burkhart, Harry Krug, Chris Kunze, John Pfeifer, Sandy Waters, Mark Mispagel, and Tom 
Weil 
 
Commissioners Present: 
Commissioner Joe Tavaglione 
 
Commission Staff Present: 
Bimla Rhinehart, Robert Chung, Maura Twomey and Teresa Favila 
 
Caltrans Staff Present: 
Gary Cathey  
 
Others Present:  Mark Larson of NBAA/ACA, Martin Pehl of Napa County Airport/ACA, 
Ronald K. Elliott of Merced Regional Airport, Chuck McCormick of Parson Brinckerhoff/ACA 
and Nicolina Hernandes  
 
Mr. Hary Krug announced that it will be his last meeting as the ACA represenative.  ACA will 
submit a name at the next TACA meeting.  The new member will be the president of the 
Association. 
 

 
 

2. Approval of April 13, 2011 Minutes 
 
Mr. Kunze made suggested changes to the minutes.  
 
Harry Krug moved to approve the minutes with suggested changes. 
 
Mr. Pfeifer seconded the motion.   
 
The motion passed 7-0. 
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3. Status Reports and Upcoming Actions 
 
 
3a Caltrans Division of Aeronautics 
 
Gary Cathey, Division of Aeronautics Chief, reported the following: 
 
• Provided a copy of the Division’s news letter and aviation fact sheet which shows how 

revenues have dropped substantially from previous years.  The current revenues are at 
$5.2 million.  

• The Division is still dealing with travel restriction.   
• They have filled two out of the four vacant positions, the Engineer position and a resource 

person.  They still have the Inspector and the Planner positions vacant. 
 

Mr. Kunze asked how much money is spent in operations.  Mr. Cathey’s responded that 
approximately $3 million out of the $5.2 million. 
 
Mr. Burkhart indicated that it was time to push that all fuel tax be returned to aviation, there 
is very little that can be done with the remaining $1.2 million.  He suggested a letter to the 
Commission.   
 
Mr. Chung suggested that it may be best to address this issue during the Legislative 
briefings TACA is planning in January.   
 
John Pfeifer stated that funding is addressed, for the 11th year, in the Issues section of the 
Annual report. 
 
Ms. Rhinehart stated that the Commission will support legislation that will protect the fuel 
tax for aviation.  It is important to continue the message and keep the issue going. 
 
Mr. Kunze suggested an issue paper that that will be presented during the Legislative 
briefings.   
 
Action item:  Mr. Kunze will draft an issue paper and distribute to the subcommittee. 
 

 
3b. CTC 
 
Ms. Twomey announced that the next Commission meeting will be October 26-27, 2011.  The 
Issues and Accomplishments are part of the Agenda.  The information on these two 
documents was used to prepare the Aeronautics portion of the Commission’s Annual Report.  
It is currently being circulated for input from Commissioners.   
 
Ms. Twomey reminded all present of Mr. Chung’s upcoming retirement reception at the 
Firehouse in Old Sacramento on October 26, 2011. 
 
3c. TACA 

• Nominations for Chair and Vice-Chair 
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Mr. Mispagel reported that their efforts to identify potential candidates for Chair and Vice Chair 
were not successful.  The members they approached have a very busy schedule and cannot 
commit to TACA in a Chair capacity.  Mr. Pfeifer suggested that Mr. Kunze continue chairing 
TACA until a new Chair is found in the next few months.  He also suggested nominating a 
Chair Pro Tem to sit in when the Chair and Vice Chair are not present.   
 
Mr. Burkhart thanked Mr. Kunze for all his work as Chair and asked if he is willing to continue 
until a new Chair is elected.   
 
Mr. Kunze indicated that he can continue being Chair as needed.  He would appreciate a 30-
day notice when a new Chair is found.   
 
Mr. Burkhart motion to have Mr. Kunz continue as Chair for a year or until a new Chair is found 
with a 30-day notice.   
Mr. Krug seconded the motion. 
Motion passed 7-0 
 
 
4. Annual Report to the Commission 
4a.  Issues 
4b.  Accomplishments 

 
Mr. Kunze provided an overview of the TACA Accomplishments.  He also suggested that the 
Accomplishments go before Issues.   
 
Mr. Pfeifer provided an overview of the Issues that TACA currently faces in the upcoming 
years, funding continues to be a main issue.  
 
Commissioner Tavaglione moved to approve the Issues and Accomplishments presented. 
Mr. Krug seconded the motion.   
 
Motion passed 7-0   
 
 
5. Legislation 
 
5a Legislative Status Report  
 
Mr. Pfeifer provided the members an overview of the bills the Committee was tracking.  The 
only bill that passed both Houses and signed by the Governor was SB619.  Most of the other 
bills became 2-year bills. 
 
5c. Federal Legislation   
Ms. Favila provided a status of Federal Legislation. 
 
 
5d. Legislative Briefings   
The subcommittee for the Legislative Briefings will comprise of John Pfeifer, Bruce Mac Rae, 
Commissioner Tavaglione and CTC staff.  Ms. Twomey will schedule a conference call in late 
November or early December to discuss the strategy for the briefings.  Legislative Briefings will 
be scheduled for late January.   
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Mr. Kunze suggested that the biggest issue to address during the briefings is funding and how 
to protect it.  It is important to make the legislature aware of how important aviation is for the 
state, otherwise they will not pay attention.  Mr. Pfeifer indicated that along with funding, the  
land use issue is important.   
 
Commissioner Tavaglione said the need to educate is imperative.  TACA is competing with 
many others trying to get the same funding.  Members and staff need to have the same 
message otherwise it will go over their heads.  Aviation issues are not something they want to 
hear.  Commissioner Tavaglione expressed that Airport Managers need to spread the 
message to the Chamber, Mayor, Council Member and all elected officials.  Once they get the 
local entities and local operators involved they will be able to help with their legislators.   
 
Mr. Weil concurred by saying that Airport Managers should contact City Managers along with 
their representatives from the Council. 
 
Mr. Pehl agreed by saying that lobbying is very difficult without the support of their elected 
officials. 
 
Mr. Kunze will draft a brief and submit it to Gary Cathey for input, he then will circulate it to the 
members.  All members agreed. 
 
 
6. Schedule for 2012 TACA Meetings 
 
Ms. Twomey presented the 2012 TACA Meetings schedule. 
 
Commissioner Tavaglione moved to approve the 2012 Meeting schedule. 
 
Mr. Krug Seconded the motion. 
 
Motion Passed 7-0 

 
 

 
7. Other Business/Adjournment  
 
Mr. Kunze asked if staff can provide a briefing on High Speed Rail.  His concern is how High 
Speed Rail will impact some airports due to lack of accessibility.  Mr. Cathey response was 
that the High Speed Rail is a separate entity all together and the Department or CTC have 
very limited role.   
 
Mr. Kunze informed the members on NextGen implementation program.  Two stakeholders 
meetings have been scheduled. The next one will be November 3, 2011 and will be at the 
Western Pacific Region Headquarters.  They are focusing on things that can be implemented 
within three years.  The meetings are to finalize the three year scope of work, identify safety, 
capacity and other advantages.   
 
Mr. Weil informed that at the ACA meeting, two of the airports were selected by EPA for a 
national study that is being done.  They have been working with the FAA to transition to non-
lead. 
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Mr. Waters provided an updated on the Prop 65 lawsuit.   
 
Mr. Burkhart announced that the Las Vegas Convention was a success.  They had 26,077 
attendees.  He also concluded by announcing the upcoming Dispatchers Conference in San 
Diego on January 16, 2012. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:35 PM. 


