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1. Welcome and Introductions 
 
Chris Kunze, TACA Chair, convened the meeting at 1:05 PM.  TACA member attendees made 
self introductions. 
 
TACA Members Present: 
Robin Hunt, Chris Kunze, John Pfeifer, Sandy Waters, Mark Mispagel, and Tom Weil 
 
Commissioners Present: 
Commissioner Joe Tavaglione 
 
Commission Staff Present: 
Bimla Rhinehart, Maura Twomey and Teresa Favila 
 
Caltrans Staff Present: 
Gary Cathey  
 
Others Present:  Mark Bautista, Harry Krug, Chuck McCormick of Parson Brinckerhoff/ACA 
Mark Larson of NBAA/ACA, Jim Lites of CAC, and Robert Chung 
 

 
2. Approval of October 19, 2011 Minutes 
 
Harry Krug corrected page one of the minutes by stating that he did not say he was no longer 
going to be a member of TACA but instead he was no longer going to be the ACA 
representative.  He would like to continue being a member as a private aircraft owner/operator.  
It was agreed that his name would be recommended to the Commission to vote him as a 
TACA Member representing private aircraft owner/operator. 
 
Mr. Kunze made the following comments/changes to the October 19, 2011 minutes: 

• Page 1, Item 2 – Show the changes to the minutes in the future. 
• Page 2 Item 3a – Clarification was provided that $2.2 million is the remaining amount 

after operating expenses.  
• Page 4, Item 7, second paragraph – The last sentence should read “The meetings are 

to finalize the three year scope of work, identify safety, capacity and other 
advantages” 

• Page 4, Item 7, third paragraph, first sentence – It should say EPA not AIEPA. 
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Mark Mispagel noted “day” is missing on page 3, Item 3, third paragraph. 
 
Commissioner Tavaglione moved to approve the minutes with suggested changes. 
Mr. Pfeifer seconded the motion.   
The motion passed 6-0. 
 
 
3. Status Reports and Upcoming Actions 
 
3a Caltrans Division of Aeronautics 
 
Gary Cathey, Division Chief for Aeronautics, provided the members with a copy of the 2012 
Aeronautics Program.  He gave an overview of the program and explained how projects were 
ranked and selected.  He requested for the Members to review and provide comments by 
March 1, 2012.  All comments should be sent to Maura Twomey or Teresa Favila.   
 
Mr. Cathey also provided an overview of the proposed 2012-2013 Governor’s Budget just 
released.  He informed the members that the Governor is proposing a major re-organization.  
His proposal includes eliminating the Business, Transportation & Housing agency and instead 
having a Transportation Agency.  All the transportation related Departments, Commissions 
and Boards will be placed under this new agency, including the CTC.  In the proposed Budget 
the Governor proposes to decrease the number of positions in the Divisions of Rail and Mass 
Transit.  No decreases for the Division of Aeronautics were proposed. 
 
The Division is still working on filling their Transportation Planner vacancy as soon as possible.  
All their other vacancies have been filled. 
 
Mr. Cathey participated in a meeting with aviation officials of various states.  The purpose was 
to discuss the proposal of the Office of OMB as it relates to cuts in funding for contract tower.  
The AGA list of airports includes 21 airports in California and 4-5 commercial airports.   
 
Mr. Cathey briefly discussed AB 662.   

 
3b. CTC 
 
Ms. Twomey presented the California Transportation Commission’s 2011 Annual Report.  It 
was noted that under the Aeronautics Section, page 78, 2nd paragraph the term Motor Vehicle 
Fuel is confusing.  As the report is final, this is noted and will be considered for the 2012 
annual report. 
 
3c. TACA 
 
Mr. Kunze introduced Mark Bautista and informed the members that Mr. Bautista was selected 
to be the representative for the Association of California Airports in TACA. 
Mr. Bautista provided the members a brief summary of his background.   
 
Mr. Kunze also informed that Jon Stout was selected as the representative for the California 
Airports council in TACA.   
 
Mr. Kunze moved to nominate Mark Bautista, Jon Sout and Harry Krug as TACA Members at 
the next CTC meeting.  
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Mr. Pfeifer seconded the motion. 
Motion passed 6-0 
 
 
4. Legislation 
 
4a Legislative Status Report  
 
Mr. Pfeifer informed the group that the Legislature is back in session.  The two year bills are 
moving quickly.  He will continue to monitor the bills and will report at the next meeting. 
 
Mr. Pfeifer provided an update on the lawsuit of Proposition 65.  The Federal Court Judge 
dismissed it on a technicality.  The topic was discussed at length.  It will be closely watched as 
it has significant ramifications to all airports in the state.   
 
4c. Federal Legislation   
Robin Hunt provided a status of Federal Legislation.  The word is that an FAA Reauthorization 
bill is very close to passing.  The current extension expires at the end of the month; we should 
see something by then. 
 
 
5. Legislative Briefings   
John Pfeifer informed the group that the legislative briefings are scheduled for January 18th.  
Bruce Mac Rae has secured a room at the Capitol from 11:00 am to 1:00 p.m.  Mr. Mac Rae is 
doing the invitations to the legislative members and staffers of the Transportation Committees 
of both houses as well as the Budgets Committees.  Attending from TACA will include Bruce 
Mac Rae, John Pfeifer, Commissioner Tavaglione, Bimla Rhinehart and Teresa Favila.  It will 
be an informal format where those invited will be walking in an out in between their scheduled 
Committee hearings.   
 
This is the first step to get the legislative members to learn about TACA and the issues facing 
aviation.  Legislative briefings can be something the members can consider doing twice a year. 
 
 
6. Other Business/Adjournment  
 
Mr. Kunze asked if staff can check the CTC website as it relates to the TACA Committee.  The 
information is outdated.  Staff agreed to update the information. 
 
Tom Weil suggested providing the members of the League of Cities information on the issues 
TACA has concerns about at their monthly meetings.  They in turn can get this information out 
to their member cities.   
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:30 PM. 


