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Technical Advisory Committee on Aeronautics 

Minutes 
May 9, 2012 

 
Sacramento International Airport 

Media Conference Room 
6900 Airport Boulevard 
Sacramento, California 

 
 

http://www.catc.ca.gov 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
 
Chris Kunze, TACA Chair, convened the meeting at 1:00 PM.  TACA member attendees made self 
introductions. 
 
TACA Members Present: 
Dan Burkhart, Mark Bautista, Harry Krug, Chris Kunze, Bruce Mac Rae, Mark Mispagel, Sandy 
Waters, and Tom Weil 
 
Commissioners Present: 
Commissioner Fran Inman 
 
Commission Staff Present: 
Maura Twomey and Teresa Favila 
 
Caltrans Staff Present: 
Gary Cathey  
 
Others Present:  Nicolina Hernandez and Stuart Witt 

 
2. Approval of May 9,  Minutes 
 
Bruce Mac Rae moved to approve the minutes. 
Mark Mispagel seconded the motion.   
The motion passed 8-0. 
 
3. Status Reports and Upcoming Actions 
 
3a Caltrans Division of Aeronautics 
 
Gary Cathey informed the members that they currently have three vacant positions, Funding 
Specialist, Resource Manager and Executive Secretary.  They are actively trying to fill these 
positions as soon as possible. 
 
Mr. Cathey also informed the members of their Quarterly News Letter.  If the members have not 
received it, he will be sure to get them a copy.  The next news letter will be out the first week of 
June. 
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The Division is also working with an aviation operators working group to develop policies and 
procedures identifying who does what in emergency situations.  Under the direction of Cal EMA, 
the working group includes CHP, Cal Fire, and the Coast Guard.   
 
Mr. Cathey concluded his report by informing the members of two studies currently going on.  The 
first study is being conducted by the FAA and it is the Wild Life Hazardous Program.  Under this 
study, ten airports will report on impacts wild life have on aviation.  The second study is sponsored 
by FHWA and it is an economic study that ties in multi modal transportation systems. 
 

 
3b. CTC 
 
Ms. Twomey informed the members that Commissioner Tavaglione will no longer be the TACA 
representative as he is now the new CTC Chair.  Commissioner Fran Inman was appointed as the 
new CTC representative for TACA.   
 
Commission Inman introduced herself and provided an overview of her background. 
 
On personnel matters, Ms. Twomey informed the members that the CTC is working to fill the 
Deputy Director vacancy as soon as possible.   
 
Due to scheduling conflicts for CTC staff and Commissioner Inman, Ms Twomey proposed to move 
the July meeting from July 11, 2012 to July 18, 2012 at 1:30.  The group unanimously approved to 
move the July meeting to July 18, 2012. 
 
Finally, it was announced that Malcolm Dougherty has been appointed as the permanent Director 
for Caltrans.    
 
 
3c. TACA 
 
Mr. Kunze informed the members that the Commission voted to approve Mark Bautista, Harry 
Krug, and Jon Stout as new members of TACA.   
 
Mr. Kunze suggested to the members to consider other members to join the TACA committee, 
possibly someone from the Airport Land Use Commission. 
 
4. Legislation 
 
4a Legislative Status Report – Report on Legislative Briefing  
Bruce Mac Rae reported on the Legislative Briefings coordinated by the CTC on January 18, 2012.  
Between legislators and their staff, approximately 25 people attended.  It was a very successful 
first briefing.  The TACA members discussed another briefing sometime in the fall of 2012, but 
concerns regarding conflicts due to the election were raised.  TACA will plan to schedule the next 
Legislative Briefing in January 2013. 
 
4b State Legislation 
Mr. Pfeifer provided a written report on the status of Legislation.  TACA chose to monitor the bills 
as they move through the committees of both houses.   
 
Regarding the elimination of the Airport Land Use Commission, Mr. Cathey does not believe 
anything will happen as it’s been suspended for the last five years. TCA will continue to monitor 
this issue.   
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4c. Federal Legislation   
Nothing to report. 
 
5. Acquisition & Development Match Rate (Information)  
Book item presented.  There were no comments from the members. 
 
 
6. Acquisition &Development 2012 Program (Information) 
Book item presented.  There were no comments from the members. 
 
 
7. Airport Improvement Program (AIP) Match Rate Change (Action) 
Mr. Cathey presented this book item and recommended the members approve the AIP Match Rate 
change. 
 
Sandy Waters moved to approve the match rate change. 
Bruce Mac Rae seconded the motion 
Motion passed 8-0. 
 
 
8. Airport Improvement Program (AIP) Set-Aside (Action) 
Mr. Cathey presented this book item and recommended the members approve the AIP Set-Aside 
. 
Bruce Mac Rae moved to approve the AIP Set-Aside. 
Sandy Waters seconded the motion 
Motion passed 8-0. 

 
 

9. FAA Selection of Unmanned Aircraft System Test Sites (Information) 
Tom Weil and Stuart Witt, CEO and General Manager for the Mojave Airport, discussed that the 
FAA will select six testing sites for the unmanned aircraft system (UAS).  Mr. Weil and Mr. Witt 
believe that the FAA designation of California as one of the testing sites could have significant 
economic advantages.   
 
Mr. Weil and Mr. Witt sought, possibly through the CTC, a letter of endorsement from the Governor 
to choose the Mohave Airport as a test site.  
 
It was clarified that the letter should come from Caltrans, Division of Aeronautics, as they are part 
of the Administration.   
 
Bruce Mac Rae moved to request Caltrans to seek a letter of support from the Governor. 
Harry Krug seconded the motion. 
Motion passed 8-0 
 
 
Other Business/Adjournment 
Mr. Waters provided an updated on the Prop 65 lawsuit.   
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 3:15 PM. 


