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1. 

http://www.catc.ca.gov 
 

 
Chris Kunze, TACA Chair, convened the meeting at 1:35 PM.  TACA member attendees made 
self-introductions. 
 
TACA Members Present: 
Mark Bautista, Harry Krug, Chris Kunze, Bruce MacRae, Mark Mispagel, and John Pfeifer 
 
Commissioners Present: 
Commissioner Fran Inman 
 
Commission Staff Present: 
Maura Twomey and Teresa Favila 
 
Caltrans Staff Present: 
Gary Cathey  
 
Others Present:  Nicolina Hernandez and Robert Chung 

 

Welcome and Introductions 

2. 
 
Harry Krug moved to approve the minutes. 
Bruce MacRae seconded the motion.   
The motion passed 6-0 
 

Approval of May 9, 2012 Minutes 

3. 
 
3a Caltrans Division of Aeronautics 
 
Gary Cathey announced the following new staff to the Division of Aeronautics: Human Resource 
Manager - Sanaz Javadinejad; Funding Specialist - Tony Sordello; and Executive Secretary - 
Diana Owen.  
 
Mr. Cathey informed the members that the new budget did not impact the division as in prior years.  
No loans or transfers were made from the Aeronautics account to help out the General Fund.  
However, the budget is still constrained and they may not be able to fund the Acquisition and 
Development (A&D) program.  Mr. Cathey is preparing a fact sheet detailing the budget cuts 
imposed on Aeronautics over the past five years and the resulting impacts to the program.   

Status Reports and Upcoming Actions 
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A revision to the Federal Advisory Airport Circular for design was proposed which has raised 
concerns related to the airport design guide.  Some of the new concepts are not widely supported.  
Mr. Cathey’s perspective is that safety should be the main priority.   
 
Commissioner Inman asked if the Department had a list of unfunded safety projects due to the lack 
of funds.  She stated that the focus should be on safety projects and strategize on how best to 
meet safety needs.  (Action Item: Mr. Cathey agreed to provide this information to Commissioner 
Inman) 
 
Mark Bautista asked if it is possible to utilize Federal funds programmed to other airports who are 
unable to use these funds.  Potentially the Department could act as a broker or facilitator between 
airports to preserve funds for California and eliminate reversions of funding to the Federal 
government.  Mr. Cathey said he would review this issue.   

 
3b. CTC 
 
Maura Twomey informed the members that it was time again to prepare the Annual Report.  The 
report timeline is earlier than last year.  Commission staff will work with the TACA Chair to prepare 
a draft and staff will circulate it to the TACA members for input.  The report will be presented at the 
September Commission meeting. 
 
Ms. Twomey also discussed the Commission’s Transportation Needs Assessment Report that was 
issued last year.  Commission staff is now working with stakeholders on recommendations on how 
to address the needs identified.  Information is on the Commission website and staff is currently 
accepting comments.  The report will be finalized by the end of the year. 
 
Ms. Twomey concluded her report by informing the members that this would be her last TACA 
meeting as Commission staff as she has accepted the position of Executive Director of the 
Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments.   
 
 
 
3c. TACA 
 
Mr. Kunze inquired on the Commission’s involvement with High Speed Rail and the blended 
approach identified in their Business Plan.  Mr. Kunze is concerned with the impacts this will have 
on individual airports.  Ms. Twomey informed the members that the Commission is not directly 
involved with the actual project; the Commission is responsible for the Connectivity Program which 
is part of Proposition 1A.  
 
Mr. Kunze informed the group of the retirement of Dan Burkhart.  The NBAA has named Stacy 
Howard as their new representative.  The members will nominate her at the next TACA meeting.   
 
Mr. Kunze also informed the group of the need to nominate a new Chair and Vice Chair at the next 
TACA meeting.  John Pfeiffer and Mark Mispagel agreed to do a survey amongst the members to 
see if anyone was interested.     
 
4. 
 
4a Legislative Status Report – Report on Legislative Briefing  

Legislation 
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Next year’s Legislative Briefings will be discussed further at the next TACA meeting. 
 
 
4b State Legislation 
Mr. Pfeifer provided a status on the following bills: 

● AB511-Aeronautics: Meteorological Towers; Passed the Senate, sent to the Assembly for 
Concurrence. 

● AB662-San Diego County Regional Airport Authority; Died on the inactive file. 
● AB2540-Sales and use taxes: services: income taxes; exclusion: Veterans’ Home of 

California – Bill was re-referred to the Assembly Rules Committee and there has been no 
further action. 

● SB1005/AB1465-Transportation – AB1465 passed Assembly, Senate concurred and 
enrolled. AB1005 was held in Committee pending the Governor’s action on AB1465 

● Budget Proposals to Eliminate State Mandates – Rejected, re-referred to Senate Budget 
and Fiscal Review Committee #4, where it was not taken up. 

  
 
4c. Federal Legislation   
Nothing was reported.  
 
 
5.  Other Business 
 
Mr. Pfeifer provided an update on the Proposition 65 lawsuit.  Discussions are still ongoing.  There 
was progress on the agreement of the notification process. There is still no agreement on penalties 
and legal fees.  He will continue to keep the group informed. 
 
Mr. Kunze informed the group on a meeting that was held on June 30, 2012 on Unleaded AVGAS.  
He provided a brief to inform the members of this issue. 
 
Mr. Kunze informed the members on a “bird” issue the Long Beach Airport is currently addressing.  
The Federal Fish and Wildlife Service, Pacific Southwest Region, placed a cap on their permit 
which now limits the number of birds that can be killed or relocated.  This is a safety concern that 
can have significant impacts.  Mr. Kunze provided a copy of the letter sent to the Federal Agency. 
 
 
 
6. Adjournment 
 
Meeting adjourned at 3:15 PM. 


