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1. Welcome and Introductions 
 
Chris Kunze, TACA Chair, convened the meeting at 1:30 PM.  TACA member attendees made 
self-introductions. 
 
TACA Members Present: 
Mark Bautista, Harry Krug, Chris Kunze, John Pfeifer, Jon Stout and Robin Hunt 
 
Commissioners Present: 
Commissioner Fran Inman 
 
Commission Staff Present: 
Bimla Rhinehart and Teresa Favila 
 
Caltrans Staff Present: 
Gary Cathey  
 
Others Present:  Jim Lites, Nicolina Hernandez, Robert Chung and Stacy Howard 

 
2. Approval of July 18, 2012 Minutes 
 
The following corrections were made to the minutes: 
Gary Cathey - Page 2, first paragraph, add “Advisory” after Federal and “for design” after circular. 
John Pfeifer – Page 3, Item 5, first paragraph, add “progress on” after agreement. 
Chris Kunze – Page 3, Item 5, and 3rd Paragraph replace “birds” with animals and add “or 
relocated” after killed. 
 
Harry Krug moved to approve the minutes with the changes. 
John Pfeifer seconded the motion.   
The motion passed  
 
3. Status Reports and Upcoming Actions 
 
3a Caltrans Division of Aeronautics 
 
Gary Cathey, Division Chief for Aeronautics provided the following updates: 

• All vacant positions have been filled. 
• Attended the Association of California Airports conference on September 18, 2012. 
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• Attended the National Association of State Aviation Officials (NASAO) Annual Convention 
and Tradeshow in Salt Lake City where Mr. Cathey had the opportunity to discuss aviation 
issues with his counterparts from other states.   

• Participated in the Aviation Summit of 2012 organized by the Aircraft Owners and Pilots 
Association (AOPA). 

• The budget remains of concern to the Division.  Due to lack of funds, they will be unable to 
provide the match for most, if not all, the Acquisition and Development (A&D) projects.  
They will develop a policy that will prioritize what can be funded next.  Currently the 
priorities are:   
1. Annual grants to the 140+ eligible airports of $10,000 each. 
2. The Airport Improvement Program (AIP) match. 
3. A&D grants. 
 
Mr. Cathey stated that as a manager he has tried to operate in the black and have a 
balance, unfortunately the balance in the Aeronautics fund can be diverted at any time as in 
2010 when $4 million was diverted to the General Fund and to date has not been repaid.  
They are still trying to recover from this. 
 
Commissioner Inman’s concern is the safety projects that cannot be funded due to the lack 
of funds.  Commissioner Inman had previously asked for a list of safety projects not funded, 
she would still like to get the list.  Mr. Kunze agreed that the list should be distributed to all 
the members.  Also, Commissioner Inman asked how the lack of State funds impacts the 
ability to fully utilize Federal funds.  Is the State losing Federal funds because we are 
unable to provide the match?  Mr. Cathey confirmed that, yes, especially now that the 
required match increased from 5 percent to 10 percent.   
 Mr. Cathey will also provide a budget fact sheet showing the cuts the Aeronautics Fund 
has experienced in the last five years. 

 
 

3b. CTC 
 
The next Commission meeting will be October 24, 2012.  Bimla Rhinehart informed the members 
on the Needs Assessment report and encouraged the members to view it on the Commission’s 
website.  The next steps are to identify revenue sources that can close the funding gap.  The 
members are encouraged to provide input on revenue sources for the Aeronautics portion of the 
report.  The timeline for comments is on our website.  Mr. Kunze agreed to read the Needs 
Assessment and provide comment. 
 
Commissioner Inman stressed the importance of providing input on the Needs Assessment and 
together come up with solutions to the funding issues.  It is critical that we find a solution so that 
the State does not lose scarce Federal dollars and the ability to fund at the minimum, all safety 
projects.   
   
 
3c. TACA 
 
Mr. Pfeifer reported that the efforts to identify a Chair were not successful.  The members have a 
busy schedule and cannot commit to the Chair responsibility at the moment.  Mr. Pfeifer continued 
the report by stating that he is interested in the Vice Chair position. 
Mr. Kunze moved to nominate John Pfeifer as Vice Chair for TACA. 
Mr. Krug seconded the motion.  Motion passed.   
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Mr. Kunze introduced Stacy Howard as the new representative for the national Business Aviation 
Association (NBAA). 
Ms. Howard provided a brief summary of her background. 
 
Mr. Krug moved to nominate Stacy Howard as TACA Member at the next Commission meeting.   
Mr. Pfeifer seconded the motion.  Motion Passed. 
 
 
4. Annual Reports to the Commission 
 
Ms. Favila presented the members with the Issues and Accomplishments that were presented to 
the Commission at the September Commission Meeting.  The highlights of these two reports were 
included in the Commission’s 2012 Annual report.   
 
5. Legislation 
 
5a Legislative Status Report  
Mr. Pfeifer reported that out of all the bills that were being monitored only Assembly Bill 511 
passed in this legislative session.  It was signed by the Governor on August 27, 2012.   
 
5b Federal Legislation/Report 
Robin Hunt reported on the following items: 

● Her office is trying to identify the airports not using the grants, looking at both Northern and 
Southern California.  They are looking at expiring funds and looking at larger airports that 
are able to come up with the match.    

● Working on a better method to facilitate and coordinate communication with sponsors to 
keep the funds in California.  When asked as to the reason why California is losing Federal 
funds, her response was mainly the inability to secure the required match.  Also, the issue 
with smaller airports is that they are simply not ready.  They lack the environmental 
document or the design is not complete. 
Ms. Hunt will continue to work with the State to come up with better strategies. 

 
5c. Legislative Briefing    
Mr. Pfeifer informed the members that we are planning a Legislative Briefing at the start of the new 
legislative session.  The format will be similar to prior years.  It would be a good idea to coordinate 
the briefing on the same day as the TACA meeting.  The TACA meeting could be in the morning 
and the briefing in the afternoon.  Mr. Pfeifer commented that it would be best to have the briefing 
in the early part of February as it is early in the new legislative session.  The members agreed to 
schedule the legislative briefing on February 6, 2013. Ms. Favila will coordinate with Bruce 
MacRae to secure a room and will confirm the date.   
 
 
6. Schedule for the 2013 TACA Meetings 
 
Ms. Favila presented the proposed 2013 TACA meeting schedule.   
Mr. Pfeifer moved to approve the 2013 TACA meeting schedule with the following change: move 
the first meeting from the proposed date of January 16, 2013, to February 6, 2013 at 10:00 am as 
discussed in the prior item. 
Mr. Krug seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 
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7. Other Business 
 
Mr. Kunze inquired on the letter of support from the Governor requested by the Mojave Airport to 
select their airport as a test site for the unmanned aircraft system.  Caltrans had agreed to circulate 
to the Governor for signature.  Mr. Cathey said that his management did not agree to circulate the 
letter as the selection for the six test sites had already been determined.  Mr. Cathey also stated 
that there was no money attached from the FAA to the selected test sites.  Mr. Kunze indicated 
that regardless of any monies involved, the benefits of having a test site in California was very 
important.  Mr. Kunze thought it was still important to weigh in since the decision had not been 
announced. 
 
Mr. Kunze wanted a follow up on Mark Bautista’s inquiry on the ability for airports to borrow 
Federal funds from other airports that are unable to use the funds.  Mr. Cathey reported that the 
discussions are continuing with the FAA for a potential brokerage program.  Mr. Kunze requested 
to keep the TACA members informed. 
 
Mr. Kunze discussed the High Speed Rail and the concern that airports with capacity could have 
issues as it relates to ground access.  He asked that we continue to monitor. 
 
Mr. Kunze also reported on the newly formed Ontario International Airport Authority.  The purpose 
of the agency is to get the Ontario airport out of the Los Angeles World Airport (LAWA) control.  
This would be very beneficial to the Inland Empire region as it will give them local control over the 
airport. 
 
On the proposition 65 lawsuit, Mr. Pfeifer reported they are negotiating the settlement.  It has been 
very difficult to prove there is any risk from either side.  There are approximately 26 airports that 
could be impacted in California.  Will continue to monitor and provide updates.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:55 p.m. 


