
What Others Are Saying about California’s  
Transportation Funding Problem 

 
“While the repair, maintenance and efficient operation of the state’s highway system are vital to the state’s 

continued economic growth, current funding fails to adequately fund this necessary work. The state’s current fuel 
excise tax is sufficient to fund only $2.3 billion of work—leaving $5.7 billion in unfunded repairs each year.” 

Jerry Brown, Governor of California 
 

“As local and regional transportation agencies involved in planning, implementing, and operating critical 
components of the statewide transportation system, we are keenly aware of funding constraints in meeting our 

transportation system needs. Through our local transportation sales tax measures, our self-help counties together 
raise over $4 billion a year statewide to help make up for the loss of buying power in state and federal gas tax 
revenues.  We are hopeful that the TAC’s recommendation on the pilot design will help to frame the long term 

vision for California’s transportation funding system.” 

Hasan Ikhrata, Executive Director, Southern California Association of Governments 
Letter to Road Charge Technical Advisory Committee dated October 21, 2015 

 
“Traffic doesn’t care about borders, so we need to work together as a region to expand our transportation options 

and help people get around more easily.  We need a long-term funding source for California to meet our 
demands.” 

Eric Garcetti, Mayor of Los Angeles 
 

“Transportation needs are far and away the state’s largest share of postponed maintenance. Much of the highway 
system was constructed between the 1950s and early 1970s, but the population has ballooned as has the number 

of miles driven.” 

Sacramento Bee News Report, January 5, 2015 
 

“In the long run, since fuel sources are only going to get more complicated, we need to find a better way of paying 
for the building and upkeep of California’s roads. The current system is too vulnerable to gas-price variations and 
the otherwise-laudable fact that mileage is getting better in all types of vehicles. One interesting option is to base 

highway taxes on miles driven per vehicle.” 

The Los Angeles Daily News Editorial Board, July 16, 2015  
 

“There is another, and perhaps better way [than the gas tax], to incorporate the concept of user pays. That is by 
making revenues relate to how much we drive or vehicle miles travelled. There may not be much difference in the 
two measures historically but as electric vehicle use expands and gas efficiency improves, vehicle miles travelled 

will grow faster than gas usage and become a better measure of our road use.” 

Steve Levy, Director & Senior Economist, Center for Continuing Study of the California Economy 
 

“All goods and services have gone up, but the revenue source has not gone up and that's the challenge. We've built 
new freeways, but we haven't come up with a funding source to maintain them.  Our roads are at nearly failure 

conditions.” 

Darius Assemi, California Transportation Commissioner  
President, Granville Homes 

  

https://www.gov.ca.gov/news.php?id=19005
http://www.sgvtribune.com/general-news/20140905/southern-california-transportation-leaders-looking-toward-2-billion-cap-and-trade-windfall
http://www.sacbee.com/news/local/transportation/article5474097.html
http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20150716/helping-pave-california-roads-with-fees-on-electric-cars
http://www.paloaltoonline.com/blogs/p/2015/08/02/the-four-es--state-transportation-investment-challenges
http://www.yourcentralvalley.com/news/kgpe-local-news/ca-drivers-may-soon-be-charged-by-mileage
http://www.yourcentralvalley.com/news/kgpe-local-news/ca-drivers-may-soon-be-charged-by-mileage


What Others Are Saying About California’s 
Road Charge Pilot Program 

 
“As Californians drive up fuel efficiency and drive out the internal combustion engine, we undermine our historic 

revenue stream for roads and highways. The mileage fee proposed for testing by the Technical Advisory 
Committee may be the key to long-term financial stability to ensure a well-maintained and operated 

transportation network.” 
Loren Kaye, Road Charge Technical Advisory Committee Member (Business & Economy Representative) 

President, California Foundation for Commerce and Education 
 

“A combination of public investment and equitable user fees could move our state beyond our decades’ long 
habit of neglecting our critical transportation infrastructure and get our economy moving again. Californians 

should strongly consider participating in the Road Charge Pilot to help determine whether it is a viable option in 
helping rebuild our local roads, highways, bridges and transit systems.” 

 Jose Mejia, Director, California State Council of Laborers 
 

“Under the current gas tax, California drivers with lower incomes pay significantly more than others to drive the 
same distance.  We must find an equitable way to fund our transportation needs that is fair to everyone and 

meets the needs of our most vulnerable residents.  The social equity advocacy community has been involved in 
the process of exploring road charging as a potential long-term solution.  We have encouraged the recruitment of 

drivers in the pilot that represent a diverse cross section of California, so that we can determine whether road 
charging is an equitable and acceptable funding solution to our transportation funding problem.” 

Richard Marcantonio, Managing Attorney, Public Advocates, Inc. and 
Road Charge Technical Advisory Committee Member (Social Equity Representative) 

 
“The trucking industry is among the largest users of California’s highways and critical to the flow of goods and 

services throughout the state.  We need a well maintained highway system in order to deliver goods to our 
customers.  We were pleased to be included in the TAC process where our voice was heard in the design of the 

pilot, and we look forward to encouraging drivers to participate in the pilot so that we can see how a road charge 
would affect our industry.” 

Eric Sauer, Vice President of Policy and Government Relations, California Trucking Association and 
California Road Charge Technical Advisory Committee Member (Highway User Representative) 

 
 

“SB 1077 requires that privacy implications be considered in the Road Charge Pilot Program.  The design of the 
pilot reflects the time and effort the TAC spent working with privacy advocates and adopting design features and 
principles that protect participant privacy.  TAC decisions to allow motorists the option of paying for time instead 

of miles and choices for how mileage information will be collected are two of the most powerful privacy 
protections that can be provided. Allowing motorists the option to purchase a time permit that captures no 

location data whatsoever is no more revealing than the current requirements to register a vehicle in California.” 
Lee Tien, Senior Staff Attorney, Electronic Frontier Foundation and 

Road Charge Technical Advisory Committee Member (Privacy Rights Representative) 
 
 

“SANBAG  is  supportive  of  a  robust  pilot,  testing  a  full  range  of  possible technology options from simple to 
advanced technology and covering a range of vehicle types, area types, and traveler/fleet characteristics that 
could be accommodated in a  permanent program. We concur a mix of rural and urban drivers is important to 

include in the pilot.” 
Steve Smith, Director of Planning, San Bernardino Associated Governments 

 



“Rural communities have different transportation habits and needs than drivers in urban and suburban areas.  The 
Road Charge Pilot has specifically looked into this issue and aims to recruit rural drivers.  This will allow us to study 

how a road charge might impact drivers in rural communities compared to other parts of the state.  I urge 
Californians, particularly those in rural areas, to participate and recruit others for this important effort.” 

David Finigan, Del Norte County Supervisor and 
Road Charge Technical Advisory Committee Member (Regional Transportation Representative) 

 
“Though we want to encourage electric vehicles and other, non-carbon- and smog-emitting technologies, we also 
want to ensure that our transit and active transportation infrastructure, as well as road and bridge maintenance, 

have a steady and reliable source of funding for decades to come. We also do not want to saddle our poorest 
residents with the heaviest financial burdens." 

Joshua Stark, State Policy Director, Transform [Letter to the TAC] 
 

“As Vice Chair of the TAC, I valued the opportunity to work with colleagues representing a diverse set of regions 
and interests to design a road charge pilot to address the many questions that need to be answered before such a 
program moves forward. I believe that the fundamental design principles we set out – to protect privacy, provide 

technology and other options, and understand costs and administrative issues – reflect the input we received 
from many across the state and will lay a good foundation for future exploration of this issue. “ 

 Steve Finnegan, Automoblie Club of Southern California (AAA SoCal) 
 
 
 

 


