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To the members of the Road Usage Charge Technical Advisory Committee,

The Sierra Club looks forward to participating in your public process this year and will
submit formal comments in the future.

For the first meeting I’d emphasize California’s climate policy context for a road usage
charge (RUC), especially executive order S-3-05 which calls for 80% reduction in
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from 2020-2050 and B-16-2012 which calls for 1.5 million
zero-emission vehicles (ZEVs) by 2025.

Therefore two key RUC principles are that driver incentives must remain against fossil fuel
use, and that gasoline use will decline.

The current fuel excise and sales taxes are proportional to gasoline and diesel used and
therefore GHG emissions. Any mileage-based replacement should dis-incent fossil fuel
consumption at least as much, and incent use of ZEVs. Conversely a flat charge per mile
driven would create a “gas guzzler loophole” where a Prius or Leaf would pay the same per
mile as a Hummer.

Darrell Clarke
Sierra Club Beyond Oil Campaign national co-lead
darrell.clarke@sierraclub.org 

(Please add me to your stakeholder list)
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