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California Road Charge Pilot Program Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) 

Minutes 
October 23, 2015 

 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission/MetroCenter – Auditorium 

101 Eighth Street 
Oakland, CA 

 
www.CaliforniaRoadChargePilot.com 

 
 

1. Roll Call 
 

Steve Finnegan, Vice-Chair, convened the meeting of the Road Charge Technical Advisory 
Committee (TAC) at 10:00 AM.  Anne Johnson, staff of the California Transportation Commission 
(CTC), conducted roll call.  

 
Chair Jim Madaffer Absent Richard Marcantonio Arrived at 10:26 am 
Vice-Chair Stephen 
Finnegan 

Present Pam O’Connor Arrived at 10:49 am 

Senator Jim Beall Absent Eshwar Pittampalli Absent 
Assemblymember 
David Chiu 

Present Robert Poythress Present 

Lisa Bartlett Present Eric Sauer Present 
David Finigan Present Lee Tien Present 
Gautam Hans Present Martin Wachs Present 
Loren Kaye Present   

 
 

Vice-Chair Finnegan provided a reminder that public comments are welcomed throughout the 
meeting.  

 
2. Public Comment                                                                                                                                                             

 
No comments from the public were made for this agenda item. 
 

3. Approval of Minutes for September 16, 2015 
 
Motion:  Finigan   Second:  Wachs  Action Taken:  Approved 
 
Vote Result:  10-0 
 
Ayes:  Bartlett, Chiu, Finigan, Finnegan, Hans, Kaye, Poythress, Sauer, Tien, Wachs 
 
Nays:  None 
 
Absent:  Beall, Madaffer, Marcantonio, O’Connor, Pittampalli 

  
4. TAC Member Reports 

 
TAC members reported the following speaking/attendance engagements throughout the past 
month: 
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• Vice-Chair Finnegan, along with several members of the TAC, participated on a panel at the 
Mobility 21 Summit in Anaheim in August.   

• Supervisor Bartlett was on a panel at the Women in Transportation Seminar in Orange 
County; spoke about the progress of the TAC and distributed an informational sheet about 
the TAC and how to go about volunteering for the pilot.   

 
5. Pilot Program Volunteer Recruitment 

 
Vice-Chair Finnegan stated there will be an article about the Road Charge TAC and volunteer 
recruitment in the Southern California Auto Club’s January/February issue of Westways 
magazine that goes out to 6.5 million members.  He will be speaking with the Northern California 
Auto Club to which will also help in recruiting for volunteers.   
 
Supervisor Finigan stated he had forwarded the request to recruit for volunteers to the California 
State Association of Counties (CSAC) and they will bring it up at their annual conference in 
Monterey.    
 
Supervisor Bartlett is working with the Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) and the 
Transportation Corridor Agencies to place road charge information in their newsletters to recruit 
for volunteers.   
 
Mr. Sauer will mention the recruitment of volunteers at the Highway Policy Committee meeting 
next week in Anaheim.  He would like to get together with staff and consultants to come up with 
language to frame the request to recruit for volunteers in the trucking industry. 
 
Professor Wachs suggested state legislators and their staff volunteer in the pilot program. 
 
Norma Ortega, Chief Financial Officer of Caltrans, stated that Caltrans is putting together a 
comprehensive outreach plan for volunteers by next week.  Caltrans has plans to 1.) send letters 
inviting the legislators and their staff to participate in the pilot; 2.) anticipates that California 
Association of Councils of Governments (CALCOG) and the Self-Help Counties Coalition will 
help generate interest in the pilot program; 3.) talked with the Department of Motor Vehicles 
(DMV) and there is a possibility of including an insert asking for volunteers with the driver’s 
license and/or vehicle registration renewal, which can reach 1-2 million motorists a month; and 
4.) the Department of Consumer Affairs will put out an article to recruit for volunteers in their 
quarterly newsletter.   
 
Carrie Pourvahidi, CTC Representative, stated that there is a packet of draft language that the 
TAC members can use to recruit for volunteers via email, Twitter, Facebook, or other social 
media. It will be emailed electronically to the TAC next week.    
 

6. Workgroup Update 
 
Sharon Scherzinger, Executive Director of the El Dorado County Transportation Commission 
and Rural Counties Task Force Representative on the Road Charge Workgroup, provided an 
update of the Workgroup’s efforts. 
 
The Workgroup met on October 14, 2015 to discuss policy matters that the TAC is considering 
at today’s meeting.  The discussion focused on the TAC’s Recommendation Report.  The next 
Workgroup meeting is November 9th and TAC members are encouraged to participate.   
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Ms. Scherzinger made mention of two comment letters: 
• Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC) 
• Joint letter from five local and regional transportation agencies which included, the Los 

Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro), the Metropolitan 
Transportation Commission (MTC), the Sacramento Area Council of Governments (SACOG), 
the San Bernardino Associated Governments (SANBAG), and the Southern California 
Association of Governments (SCAG).  

 
7. Informational Reports 

 
Will Kempton, CTC Executive Director, announced Mitch Weiss from CalSTA will be joining the 
CTC as the project manager for the Road Charge Pilot Program.   
 
a. Response to September TAC Questions 

 
Carrie Pourvahidi, CTC Representative, provided an informational memorandum to the TAC 
in response to the follow-up questions from the September TAC meeting (click here for a link 
to the memorandum). 
 

b. Implementation Planning Efforts Underway 
 
Carrie Pourvahidi, CTC Representative, provided an informational update of the 
implementation planning efforts that are underway.  
 
Caltrans initiated procurement activities for the implementation of the pilot program: 
• Request for Proposal for the independent evaluator was issued on September 29th 
• Pre-proposal meeting was held on October 13th 
• Proposals are due November 5th 
• Intent is to have a contractor on board by the end of the year 
 
D’Artagnan Consulting will conduct a vendor workshop in November in the Bay Area.  This 
workshop is to provide potential vendors for the pilot program with background material on 
the decisions the TAC has made, an overview of the road charge system architecture and 
technical requirements, and information on the vendor procurement process.  The workshop 
will also include one-on-one meetings with interested vendors.  Chair Madaffer will participate 
in this workshop.   
 
Professor Wachs asked who will access the proposals for the independent evaluators and 
will there be representation from the Commission.  
 
Ms. Pourvahidi responded that there will be a panel that consists of Caltrans employees that 
are familiar with the contracting process.  This panel will evaluate and interview the proposals.   
 
Ms. Ortega added that only Caltrans staff are allowed in the process. 

 
c. Website Update 

 
Brady Tacdol, Caltrans, provided an update on the Website statistics.  About every 6-8 
weeks, Caltrans will reach out to volunteers, and more frequently as it gets closer to the 
launch of the pilot.  Chair Madaffer and Ms. Ortega participated on a panel at The American 
Public Works Association last month and the video is now on the homepage.  The Mobility 
21 Summit follow-up questions will be posted within a week or so.  Social media links are on 
the website to share with stakeholders and networks.    
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For the next meeting, Vice-Chair Finnegan requested that website visitors from Sacramento 
be extracted from the total numbers from Northern California.   

 
8. Public Perception of Mileage-Based User Fee 
 

Asha Weinstein Agrawal, Director of Mineta Transportation Institute  
National Transportation Finance Center at San Jose State University and Associate Professor in 
the Urban and Regional Planning Department at San Jose State University, provided an 
informational presentation on the findings of public perception of mileage-based user fees (click 
here for a link to the presentation). 
 

9. Focus Group and Telephone Survey Findings 
 

John Horvick, DHM Research, provided an informational presentation on the focus groups and 
telephone survey findings (click here for a link to the presentation).    
 
During this presentation, there was a question as to why the survey findings are different than 
previous surveys conducted by Public Policy Institute of California (PPIC), Transportation 
California, and California Alliance for Jobs.  Specifically to the issue of the quality and priority of 
local and state roads.  Mr. Horvick will review the other surveys for possible reasons of the 
varying results.   

 
10. Time Permit Rate for Pilot 
 

Travis Dunn, D’Artagnan Consulting, provided an informational presentation on time permit rate 
considerations for the pilot (click here for a link to the presentation). 
 
The TAC members were engaged in a robust and dynamic discussion during this presentation.  
Topics discussed included, but were not limited to, the following: 
• Equity 
• Income and driving mileage circumstances 
• Simplicity and convenience 
• Privacy 
• Income test 
 
Ms. Ortega commented that as we move into the development of the pilot, setting the rate will 
involve some discussion within the Administration and the Department of Finance because the 
purpose is to replace the gas tax.   

 
11. Draft TAC Recommendations Report 
 

Carrie Pourvahidi, CTC Representative, provided an overview of the Draft Road Charge Pilot 
Design Recommendations Report. 
 
Mr. Kaye commented that the ordering of the report should be changed. The TAC’s 
recommendation is a method of recording and reporting a mileage. He feels the most relevant 
and informative points should be at the beginning of the report.  Ms. O’Connor agreed. 
 
TAC members recommended issues identified, whether through the TAC meetings or public 
comments, but not necessarily to be implemented in the pilot, should be included and recognized 
in the report. 
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The Workgroup was also sent the draft TAC Recommendations Report for their review and 
comments.   

 
12. Review of Action Items, Parking Lot, Next Steps and Other Matters 

 
Jeff Doyle, D’Artagnan Consulting, went through the list of action items to include before or at 
the November TAC meeting, outstanding parking lot issues, and potential decisions for the 
November TAC meeting. 
 
Action Items/Parking Lot Issues:    
1. Additional editing and correcting of typos will continue through the report writing process.  
2. Acknowledge issues that were raised by public written comments that cannot be addressed 

in the pilot due to either SB 1077 or for other technical reasons.  Have those noted potentially 
in the conclusions and next steps section as place holders for the TAC to revisit these issues 
post pilot before submitting the final report in 2017. 

3. Review prior surveys that asked about the quality of roadways for possible reasons of the 
varying results. 

 
Mr. Marcantonio asked what to expect next month on continuing the discussion of time permits. 
 
Mr. Kempton will recommend to Chair Madaffer to convene a small group to have a discussion 
on time permits, so that specific recommendations be brought back to the TAC.  Mr. Marcantonio 
would like to be a part of that group discussion.    
 

13. Public Comment 
 
No comments from the public were made for this agenda item. 
 

14. Adjourn 
 
Next TAC meeting will be on Friday, November 20, 2015 in Los Angeles, CA. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:09 pm. 
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