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About the study

• NCHRP Synthesis study
• Co-authored with Hilary Nixon & Ashley Hooper
• Objectives: Find and synthesize existing 

information about how the public views MFs
• 3 data sources:

– 38 polls (167 questions)
– 12 qualitative studies
– 359 media stories
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Do most people support MFs?

2 ways this is asked:
• Do you support a MF?
• Do you support replacing the gas tax with a MF?
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Support for MFs in general

• 33 questions 
• Mean support: 24%
• Support ranged from 8% to 50%
• Little variation by personal characteristics, 

BUT more support from
– Democrats/liberals
– Surveys done in the US Western region
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Support for MF to replace gas tax

• 23 questions
• Mean support: 23%
• Support ranged from 8% to 42%
• Little variation by personal characteristics, 

EXCEPT more support from XXXXXX
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These findings aren’t the whole story

1. Only limited survey data is available
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These findings aren’t the whole story

1. Only limited survey data is available
2. Support seems like it may be increasing over 

time
3. Pilot program surveys shows more support
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Higher support among pilots

• 4 surveys from 2 pilots
• Mean support: 51%
• Range of support: 37% to 71%
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3 themes in the qualitative data

1. Concerns about administering MFs
2. Concerns about how MFs impact drivers
3. Other issues
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Theme 1: Administration

• Distrust government
• Distrust the technology
• Too expensive for government AND drivers
• In-state/out-of-state complexity
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Theme 2: Impacts on drivers

• Privacy
• Fairness (unfair or fair)
• Hard to pay lump-sum bill
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Theme 3: Other issues

• Lose policy tool to encourage fuel-efficient 
vehicles

• If we have to have a mileage fee, 
make it simple
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