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ACTION

Ref:
State and Federal Legislation   
Update:
June 5, 2009 is the last day for bills to pass their house of origin.  All pending legislation not passed to the other house, becomes a two year bill or dies in committee.  Staff will continue to track and provide you updates as the legislative process continues.  Information of pending legislation as of June 2, 2009 is included in this report.

At the May 14, 2009 California Transportation Commission (Commission) meeting, staff presented information on pending Legislation the Commission is tracking.  The Commission voted in support of AB 744 (Torrico) and directed staff to mail a letter of support to the author.  Also, the Commission directed staff to provide a legislative analysis to the Executive Committee on AB 1175 (Torlakson) for further action.  Staff mailed letter of support on AB 744 to Assembly Member Torrico and provided the Executive Committee a legislative analysis on AB 1175.
Recommendation 
Commission staff recommends that the Commission consider the following bills and provide direction.
1. AB 266 (Carter): Transportation Needs Assessment – This bill will require the Transportation Commission every five years to develop an assessment of the unfunded costs of programmed state projects and federally earmarked projects in the state, as well as an assessment of available funding for transportation purposes and unmet transportation needs on a statewide basis.  

Bill Status:  Passed Assembly floor on a 58–20 vote on 06/01/09; Moved to the Senate
Recommendation:  Monitor

2. AB 1175 (Torlakson): Toll Facilities – This bill incorporates the Antioch and Dumbarton Bridge seismic retrofit projects into the Toll Bridge Seismic Retrofit Program (TBSRP).  It authorizes the use of TBSRP savings on these two seismic retrofit projects and requires the Bay Area Toll Authority (BATA) to provide all other funds needed to complete these seismic retrofit projects.  In addition, this bill authorizes BATA to submit for voter approval regional measures containing toll increase to fund infrastructure projects, transit vehicle acquisitions, transit operating assistance and other improvements projects intended to reduce congestion and improve travel options in the Bay Area.    

Bill Status:  Passed Appropriations Committee on a 12–5 vote on 05/28/09; Second Read in Assembly Floor as of 06/02/09
Recommendation:  Support

3. AB 672 (Bass & Eng): Transportation: Bond-Funded Projects: – This bill will authorize a regional or local agency that is a lead agency for a project, or project component for which bond funding has been programmed, allocated, or otherwise approved by the administrative agency to apply for a letter of no prejudice and be eligible for reimbursement for local funds expended up front on such projects.  
Bill Status:  Passed Appropriations Committee on a 17–0 vote on 05/28/09;  Second Read in Assembly Floor as of 06/02/09

Recommendation:  Monitor

Status Report on Bills of Interest

4. AB 1375: (Galgiani) High Speed Rail (Monitor) – This bill would create the Department of High Speed Trains within the Business Transportation and Housing Agency to implement the policies of the High-Speed Rail Authority and perform the daily tasks of building the high-speed train project and implementing the high speed train system.  
Bill Status:  Referred to Appropriations Committee on 4/27/09.  No action taken.
5. SB 409: (Ducheny) Department of Railroads (Monitor) – Creates the Department of Railroads in the Business Transportation and Housing Agency, responsible for several current state rail programs.  
Bill Status:  Bill in Transportation and Housing Committee – Joint Rules (61) Suspended.

6. SB 455: (Lowenthal) High Speed Rail (Monitor) – This bill will make numerous conforming changes to statutory provisions and adds specific references to the High Speed Rail Authority in statute governing property acquisitions activities and eminent domain. 

Bill Status:  Second Read in Senate Floor as of 06/02/09.  
7. SB 575 (Steinberg): Local Planning: This bill makes minor changes and clarifications to last year’s SB 375, as well as clarifying the open meeting law requirements for the Strategic Growth Council formed under SB 372. Commission staff is working with other transportation stakeholders to determine proposed legislative technical changes.
Bill Status:  Second Read in the Senate floor as of 06/02/09.
8. SB 737: (Negrete McLeod) Airport Land Use Commissions (Support) – This bill will change the airport land use planning laws as they relate to the authority of airport land use commissions.  
Bill Status:  Bill not heard in Appropriations Committee became two-year bill.
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