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Our mission in California is to advance safe walking and
bicycling to and from schools, to build a diverse and
inclusive movement of champions, to foster the creation of
active and sustainable communities, and to improve the
health and quality of life for all of California's youth and
families.
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Objective: Active transportation projects are
powerful, smaller $ but with big benefits.

Travel Trends

39%

of students in LA
County walk,
bike, go Metro
to/from school.11

91% of all

transit users in
LA County walk
or bike to
access.12

18% trips statewide are walk or
bike, twice the rate in 2000.1

4.4% trips statewide are transit,

walking/bicycling typically 80-85% of
mode of choice for access to transit.1

31% of children statewide

walk/bike to school, on the rise since
2001.3

Travel Trends

Higher rates of
walking and
bicycling:
by travelers aged
16-29
by lower-income
travelers
by AfricanAmerican and
Latino travelers

Travel Trends

20%
of adults in San
Joaquin County
don’t have a
drivers’ license.2

Private auto mode share declined
from 86% to 75% between 2000
to 20121
Fewer young people are getting
drivers licenses.5

60% trips under 1 mile are by
automobile in California.4

Safety Risks

STATE SPOTLIGHT

Massachusetts

23% fatalities and serious injuries on California’s
roadways are suffered by bicyclists and
pedestrians.8

38% of roadway deaths in LA County are
bicyclists and pedestrians.8

27% of school-aged children killed or seriously
injured in collisions are walking or bicycling.8
13

$800M estimate of annual cost to California from
pedestrian and bicyclist deaths.9

Complete Streets
Photo credit Chicago DOT

“Road Diet”

Crash risk reduced by 29%6 - improved safety for
pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists
Up to 20,000 average daily vehicles, no effect on traffic
movement or congestion7
Implementation at the maintenance phase is the most costeffective opportunity to make improvements

Economic Benefits

Bicycle and pedestrian projects create
9.6 -11.4 jobs per million dollars spent
compared to 7.8 jobs created by road only
projects.15
Neighborhoods that invest in trails and
bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure have
higher property values and increased sales
tax revenues.10

Economic Benefits

Lancaster, CA
added pedestrian
safety features as
part of a downtown
revitalization effort,
including a
pedestrian-only
plaza, wider
sidewalks,
landscaping and
traffic calming.

Public investment

$11M

Private investment

$130M

New businesses

50

Permanent new jobs

800

Property value increase

9.5%

Revenue increases at local
businesses

96%

Traffic collision decrease

85%

Savings to Public

22%

LA County
residents spend
almost a quarter
of their income
on
transportation.14

Studies have shown that bicyclists and
pedestrians shop more often and spend more
money in their communities than people who
drive.17
Fuel and transportation household savings
allow residents to spend more in their local
economies.15
The total savings to the traveling public from
biking, walking, or taking transit instead of
driving can add up across a city, ranging from
$2.3 billion in Chicago to an astounding $19
billion a year in New York City. 18,19

Climate Benefits

8-14% potential GHG reductions from bicycle and
pedestrian improvements implemented on a regional
scale.21,22

20% potential VMT reductions from shifting 50% of
short trips to walking and bicycling.25

Potential to leverage transit investment and
compound GHG reductions from walk and bicycle
connections to transit.23,24
Bicycle and pedestrian improvements are the most
cost-effective per tonne of GHG reduced compared to
other modes.20

Safe Routes to School Benefits
TRAVEL
PATTERNS

10-14% of morning

congestion is caused by
school related traffic.26

PROGRAM
BENEFITS
Increases walking and
bicycling 20 to 200
percent. 28

62% of children in CA
live within 2 miles of
school

51% of those children

are driven to school in a
private vehicle.27

Reduces school vehicle
trips by more than 8
percent.29

Active Transportation Program

ATP CYCLE 1

1000+

applications expected

400

attendees in
packed workshops

300 Q&A inquiries
since February

Barriers to investments
Lack of planning for active transportation and
complete streets, especially in places with poorest
infrastructure conditions
Lack of project lists for scoped-out projects
Spotlight on innovative funding partnership
Annenberg Foundation to increase competitiveness
for LA Region - partnered with the LA Active
Transportation Collaborative to support 2014 ATP
applications with free grant-writing and technical
assistance

Questions?

Jeanie Ward-Waller, State Advocacy Organizer
Jeanie@saferoutespartnership.org
401.241.8559
Jessica Meaney, Southern CA Policy Director
Jessica@saferoutespartnership.org
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