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Subject:  COMMENTS ON DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the California Department of Transportation (Department) recommends that the California 
Transportation Commission (Commission) review and comment at the June Commission meeting on 
the following Draft Environmental Impact Report: 

 
ISSUE: 
 
06-Ker-58, PM T31.7/R55.6, 06-Ker-99, PM 21.2/26.2  
 
This project in Kern County will construct a new alignment for State Route 58 (SR 58) from 
Cottonwood Road east of State Route 99 (SR 99) to Interstate 5 (I-5) and improve SR 99 from 
Wilson Road to Gilmore Avenue in the city of Bakersfield.  The project is programmed in the 
2014 State Transportation Improvement Program.  The total estimated cost is $378,600,000 for 
capital and support.  Construction is estimated to begin in Fiscal Year 2016-17.  The scope, as 
described for the preferred alternative, is consistent with the project scope programmed by the 
Commission in the 2014 State Transportation Improvement Program. 
 
Alternatives considered for the proposed project include: 
 
• No Build Alternative. 

   
• Alternative A - This alternative proposes to run SR 58 westerly from the existing SR 

58/SR 99 interchange for approximately 0.5 mile south of Stockdale Highway.  From 
there it turns northwesterly and spans Stockdale Highway/Montclair Street, California 
Avenue/Lennox Avenue, Truxton Avenue, and the Kern River before joining the east end 
of the Westside Parkway near the Mohawk Street interchange.  The total length of 
Alternative A is 8.2 miles.  

 

ctc007
Typewritten Text
TAB 40



CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS Reference No.:  2.2b. 
CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION June 25, 2014 

Page 2 
 
 

 
“Provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation system to enhance 

California’s economy and livability” 
 

• Alternative B - This alternative which emerged as the preferred alternative, proposes to 
run SR 58 westerly from the existing SR 58/SR 99 interchange approximately 1,200 feet 
south of Stockdale Highway.  From there it turns northwesterly and spans Stockdale 
Highway/Stine Road, California Avenue, Commerce Drive, Truxton Avenue, and the 
Kern River before joining the east end of the Westside Parkway near the Mohawk Street 
interchange.  This alignment depresses the Centennial Corridor between California 
Avenue and Ford Avenue.  Overcrossings are proposed at Marella Way and La Mirada 
Drive to improve traffic circulation.  The option of removing the La Mirada Drive 
overcrossing and adding a Ford Avenue undercrossing with Alternative B is also under 
consideration.  The total length of Alternative B is 8.6 miles. 

  
• Alternative C - This alternative proposes to run SR 58 north from the existing SR 58/SR 

99 interchange and parallel to the west of SR 99 for approximately one mile.  From there 
it turns west and spans the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway rail yard, Truxton 
Avenue, and the Kern River.  This alternative proposes undercrossings at Brundage Lane, 
Oak Street, SR 99, Palm Avenue, and California Avenue.  The total length of Alternative 
C is 8.7 miles. 

 
The decision to prepare an Environmental Impact Report was made due to the number of 
anticipated significant environmental impacts associated with the project.  In addition there 
is a substantial amount of public controversy surrounding the project.  Impacts include: 

 
• Traffic and Circulation 
• Pedestrian/Bicycle Facilities 
• Historical Resources 
• Community Impacts 
• Residential and commercial relocations 
• Visual/Aesthetics 
• Biological Resources 
• Cumulative Impacts 
 
The following measures would be incorporated to minimize impacts of the project: 

 
• Landscaping will be incorporated into the project design. 
• Landscaping will incorporate tree replacement at a 1:1 ratio.  
• Replacement habitat will be incorporated into the develop plan for the Westside 

Parkway. 
• A pre-construction survey will be conducted by a qualified biologist for nesting 

raptors and loggerhead shrikes. 
• Implementation of measures developed with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 

the California Department of Fish and Wildlife to reduce impacts to the San Joaquin 
kit fox. 
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• A Memorandum of Agreement will be entered into with the State Historic 
Preservation Officer and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation to identify 
mitigation measures to reduce potential impacts to the Rancho Vista Historic 
District. 

• Coordination with the City of Bakersfield to minimize impacts to the Kern River 
Parkway and Saunders Park. 
  

 
 
Attachment  
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M e m o r a n d u m 
 

To:  CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS 
  

CTC Meeting: June 25, 2014   

 Reference No.: 2.2b. (1)  
 Action  

 
 
 

From:  ANDRE BOUTROS 
 Executive Director 

 

 
Subject: DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT/ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

(DEIR/EIS) FOR THE STATE ROUTE (SR) 58 CENTENNIAL CORRIDOR PROJECT                      
            06-KER-58, PM T31.7/R55.6, 06-KER-99, PM 21.2/26.2 (PPNO 3705) 
 

ISSUE:  
 
Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, provide comments in response to the DEIR/EIS for 
the Centennial Corridor Project in Kern County? 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
Staff recommends that the Commission make no comments relative to the alternatives or environmental 
impacts addressed in the DEIR/EIS.  However, staff recommends that a letter be sent to the Department 
that states the following: 

 

− The Commission has no comments with respect to the alternatives or environmental impacts 
addressed in the DEIR/EIS. 

− The Commission recommends that the Department and its partners identify and secure the 
necessary funding to complete the project. 

− As this project is programmed in the 2014 STIP and actions under the purview of the 
Commission are anticipated, upon completion of the final environmental document, notification 
should be provided to the Commission as a Responsible Agency. 

 
BACKGROUND:   
 
The Department is the designated CEQA/NEPA Lead Agency responsible for the environmental 
review of the project.  The Centennial Corridor Project will  1.) construct an approximately 8 mile 
long new section of freeway connecting the existing SR 58/SR 99 interchange with the eastern edge 
of Westside Parkway, 2.) construct operational improvements to the existing SR 58 east alignment 
and SR 99 to accommodate the new connection ramps, 3.) widen Westside Parkway to provide an 
auxiliary lane in each direction, and 4.) construct a series of improvements at the intersection of SR 
43 and Stockdale Highway. This project is currently programmed for funding in the 2014 STIP and 
it is anticipated that the Commission will be asked to approve a new route adoption for SR 58. For 
additional project information and summaries of the build alternatives and environmental impacts 
identified in the DEIR/EIS, please see the Department’s memorandum included as agenda item 2.2b 
(1). 
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