
STATE OF CALIFORNIA      CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

M e m o r a n d u m

To: CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS CTC Meeting: August 27, 2015 

Reference No.: 2.2c.(3)  
Action 

From:  WILL KEMPTON 
Executive Director 

Subject: APPROVAL OF PROJECT FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION OF FUNDING
FINAL  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE SOUTH BAY BUS RAPID 
TRANSIT PROJECT (RESOLUTION E-15-51) 

ISSUE:  
Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, accept the Final Environmental Impact Report 
(FEIR), Findings of Fact, Statement of Overriding Considerations and Addendum for the South 
Bay Bus Rapid Transit Project in San Diego County for future consideration of funding? 

RECOMMENDATION:   
Staff recommends the Commission accept the FEIR, Findings of Fact, Statement of Overriding 
Considerations and Addendum and approve the project for future consideration of funding. 

BACKGROUND:    
The San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG) is the CEQA lead agency for the project. 
The proposed project is a 21 mile Bus Rapid Transit route connecting Otay Mesa to downtown 
San Diego via eastern Chula Vista.  The project includes transit stations, signal upgrades, transit 
signal priority, fiber connections, a bridge structure and an intermodal transit center at Otay Mesa. 

On July 26, 2013, the San Diego Association of Governments Board of Directors approved and 
certified the FEIR, Findings of Facts, Statement of Overriding Considerations, and a Mitigation 
Monitoring and Reporting Program for the project.  On October 24, 2014 SANDAG adopted an 
Addendum to the 2013 FEIR and certified that the project will not have a significant effect on the 
environment and that the project changes do not create any conditions that require modification to 
the FEIR, Findings of Facts, Statement of Overriding Considerations, and mitigation measures.   

The FEIR determined that impacts related to aesthetics, air quality and vibration would be 
significant and unavoidable.  SANDAG found that there were several benefits that outweigh the 
unavoidable adverse environmental effects of the project.  These benefits include, but are not 
limited to:  increase transit capacity and provide a direct route to travel between the Otay Mesa 
Port of Entry and Downtown San Diego; connect residential areas with employment and other 
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major activity centers; promote walking, bicycling and public transit as alternatives to driving; 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions; and generate local economic development benefits. 
 
SANDAG established a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program to ensure that the 
mitigation measures specified for the project are implemented.   
 
On July 7, 2015, SANDAG confirmed that the preferred alternative set forth in the final 
environmental document is consistent with the project’s programmed scope. 
 
The total cost of the project is estimated to cost $97,137,000 and is funded through construction 
with Federal Transit Administration Funds ($2,372,000), Transit and Intercity Rail Capital 
Program Funds ($4,000,000), Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities Program Funds 
($7,000,000) and various Local Funds ($83,765,000).  Construction is estimated to begin in fiscal 
year 2015/16.   
 
Attachment  
• Resolution E-15-51 
• Project Location 
• Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding Considerations 

 
 



CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

Resolution for Future Consideration of Funding  
11– San Diego County 

Resolution E-15-51     
 

1.1 WHEREAS, the San Diego Association of Governments has completed a Final 
Environmental Impact Report and Addendum pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the CEQA Guidelines for the following 
project: 

 
• South Bay Bus Rapid Transit Project  

 
1.2 WHEREAS, the San Diego Association of Governments has certified that the Final 

Environmental Impact Report and Addendum were completed pursuant to CEQA and the 
State CEQA Guidelines; and 

 
1.3 WHEREAS, the project is a 21 mile Bus Rapid Transit route connecting Otay Mesa to 

downtown San Diego via eastern Chula Vista.  The project includes transit stations, signal 
upgrades, transit signal priority, fiber connections, a bridge structure and an intermodal 
transit center at Otay Mesa; and  
 

1.4 WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission, as a Responsible Agency, 
has considered the information contained in the Final Environmental Impact Report 
and Addendum; and 

 
1.5 WHEREAS, Findings of Fact made pursuant to CEQA Guidelines indicate that 

specific unavoidable significant impacts related to aesthetics, air quality and 
vibration make it infeasible to avoid or fully mitigate to a less than significant level 
the effects associated with the project; and 

 
1.6 WHEREAS, the San Diego Association of Governments adopted a Statement of 

Overriding Considerations for the project finding that the project benefits outweigh 
the unavoidable adverse environmental effects; and 

 
1.7 WHEREAS, the San Diego Association of Governments adopted a Mitigation 

Monitoring and Reporting Program for the project; and 
 
1.8  WHEREAS, the above significant effects are acceptable when balanced against the facts 

as set forth in the Statement of Overriding Considerations. 
 
2.1  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Transportation 

Commission does hereby accept the Final Environmental Impact Report, Findings of 
Fact, Statement of Overriding Considerations, and Addendum and approves the above 
referenced project to allow for future consideration of funding. 
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South Bay Rapid

Palomar
Station

The new Express Lanes, in-line 
transit stations, and Park & Ride 
locations would accommodate 
the proposed South Bay Rapid. 
This rapid and reliable new 
transit service will connect the 
Otay Mesa Port of Entry to 
downtown San Diego via eastern 
Chula Vista. The system’s 
upscale, high-frequency service 
will have signal priority and use 
dedicated lanes to ensure faster 
travel times and fewer stops. 

New transit stations will be 
constructed in the center of 
the freeway at H Street in Chula 
Vista and Plaza Boulevard in 
National City. These stops will 
provide convenient access to the 
high-frequency South Bay Rapid 
and reduce travel times by 
eliminating the need for transit 
vehicles to exit the freeway.*

Express Lanes will be constructed in 
the center of the freeway between East 
Palomar Street and the I-805/SR 15 
interchange. The new lanes will offer 
users expanded transportation choices 
to bypass congestion, improving travel 
times for carpoolers, vanpoolers, 
motorcycles, solo drivers using 
FasTrak® and Rapid riders. 

Park & Ride stations will be 
constructed near the in-line transit 
stations on Plaza Boulevard and H 
Street and near the proposed DAR 
and transit station at Palomar Street. 
The purpose of the stations is to 
provide travelers with convenient 
access to the Rapid, and to provide 
carpoolers with a convenient location 
to leave their cars. 

*Construction will be scheduled pending funding.

A new Direct Access Ramp (DAR) will be 
constructed on East Palomar Street in 
Chula Vista. DARs connect surface 
streets directly to Express Lanes in the 
center median, allowing carpoolers, 
vanpoolers, solo drivers using FasTrak 
motorcycles, and transit vehicles to enter 
the Express Lanes without having to 
navigate through the freeway’s general 
purpose lanes. This will help improve 
travel times and reduce congestion. 

Direct connectors are roadways that 
link Express Lanes on one freeway 
to another. The I-805 South Project 
will include one convenient direct 
connector to SR 15. This will help 
maintain consistent traffic speed 
within the Express Lanes. A direct 
connector at SR 94 is planned as 
part of a separate project.*

Downtown Rapid 
Stations
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