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Subject:  NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT  
 
  

The California Department of Transportation (Department) recommends that the California 
Transportation Commission (Commission), as a responsible agency, review and comment at the 
March 2015 Commission meeting on the following Notice of Preparation (NOP): 
 
ISSUE: 
 

• 03-ED-1, PM 67.3.  United States Route 50 (US 50) in El Dorado County.  Rehabilitate or 
replace existing bridge on US 50 near the city of South Lake Tahoe. 

      (PPNO 3304) 
 
PROGRAMMING: 
 
This project in El Dorado County will rehabilitate or replace the Echo Summit Sidehill Viaduct 
seven miles west of South Lake Tahoe on US 50.  The project is programmed in the 2014 State 
Highway Operation and Protection Program (SHOPP).  The total estimated cost is $9,060,000 
for capital and support.  Construction is estimated to begin in Fiscal Year 2017-18.  The scope, 
as described for the preferred alternative, is consistent with the project scope programmed by 
the Commission in the 2014 SHOPP. 
 
ALTERNATIVES BEING CONSIDERED: 
 
Alternatives for the project include: 
 
Alternative 1A – This alternative would remove the existing 24 foot wide bridge and replace it 
with a 26 foot wide bridge.  This alternative would be completed in one construction season. 
 
Alternative 1B – This alternative is similar to alternative 1A except the bridge replacement 
would be completed in two construction seasons.  
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Alternative 2A – This alternative would remove the existing 24 foot wide bridge and replace it 
with a 30 foot wide bridge allowing for bicycle traffic.  This alternative would be completed in 
two construction seasons. 
 
Alternative 2B – This alternative is similar to Alternative 2A with the exception of a slightly 
shorter construction time. 
 
Alternative 3 – This alternative would repair and rehabilitate the existing bridge and retain the 
existing lane widths.  Construction time would be determined by the extent of the repairs 
needed. 
 
No-build Alternative 
 
POTENTIAL SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS: 
 

• Biological 
• Visual 
• Cultural 
• Water Quality 
• Public Services 
• Recreation 
• Transportation/Traffic 
 

Based on the potential for significant impacts to the areas listed above, an Environmental 
Impact Report is being prepared for the project. 
 
Attachments 
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From:  WILL KEMPTON 
 Executive Director 

 

 
Subject: NOTICE OF PREPARATION – ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE ECHO 

SUMMIT BRIDGE PROJECT 
 

ISSUE:
 

  

Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, provide comments in response to the Notice of 
Preparation (NOP) that an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) will be prepared for the Echo 
Summit Bridge Project? 

 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
Staff recommends that the Commission make no comments regarding the environmental issues to be 
addressed in the EIR for this project.  Staff recommends that a letter be sent to Caltrans that states 
the following: 
 

- The Commission has no comments with respect to the project’s purpose and need, the 
alternatives to be studied, the impacts to be evaluated and the evaluation methods used. 

- As this project is programmed in the 2014 State Highway Operation and Protection 
Program, notification should be provided to the Commission as a Responsible Agency. 

 
BACKGROUND:
 

    

Caltrans is the designated CEQA Lead Agency responsible for the environmental review of this 
project.  For project summary information please see the Notice of Preparation. 
 
 
Attachments:  

• Draft letter to Caltrans 
• Notice of Preparation 
• Project Location 
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March 26, 2015 
 
Ms. Suzanne Melin,  
California Department of Transportation 
Environmental Branch, District 3 
703 B Street 
Marysville, CA  95901 
 
RE:  Notice of Preparation - Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Echo Summit Bridge 

Project 
 
Dear Ms. Melin, 
 
The California Transportation Commission (Commission), as a Responsible Agency, received 
the Notice of Preparation that a Draft Environmental Impact Report will be prepared by the 
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) for the Echo Summit Bridge Project in El 
Dorado County.  The Commission has no comments with respect to the project’s purpose and 
need, the alternatives to be studied, the impacts to be evaluated, and the evaluation methods 
used.  As the project is programmed in the State Highway Operation and Protection Program 
(SHOPP) and actions under the purview of the Commission are anticipated, notification should 
be provided to the Commission as a Responsible Agency.  Consideration of environmental 
impacts of a project are required prior to the Commission’s allocation of funds for design, right 
of way or construction activities as well as for new public road connections and route adoptions.   
 
If you have any questions, please contact Teresa Favila at (916) 653-2064. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
WILL KEMPTON 
Executive Director 
 
c:   Katrina Pierce, Chief, Caltrans Division of Environmental Analysis 
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