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|. GENERAL INFORMATION

Project name: p, . Elementary School Bike and Pedestrian Infrastructure Improvements

(fill out all of the fields below)

1. APPLICANT (Agency name, address and zip code) 2. PROJECT FUNDING
City of Wasco, 764 E Street, Wasco, CA 93280 | ATP funds Requested 1:764/694.00
3 APPLICANT CONTACT (Name, title, e-mail, phone #) Xfa;%hgﬁgazf;ds $ 0.0
Bob Wren, Deputy Public Works Director, Other Project funds $ 0.00
bowren@ci.wasco.ca.us, (661)758-7219 TOTAL PROJECT COST _$ 1,794,594.00
2. APPLICANT CONTACT (Address & zip code) 5. PROJECT COUNTY(IES):
764 E Street, Wasco, CA 93280 Kern
6. CALTRANS DISTRICT #- Click Drop down menu below
District6 | 7. Application # 2  of 7 (in order of agency priority)

Area Description:

8. Large Metropolitan Planning Organization
(MPO)- Select your' MPO” or “Other” from the |KCOG Kern Council of Governments
drop down menu>

9. If “Other” was selected for #8-

select your MPO or RTPA from the

drop down menu>

10. Urbanized Area (UZA) population (pop.)-
Select your UZA pop. from drop down menu>

Within a Large MPO (Pop > 200,000)

Master Agreements (MAs):

11. [X] Yes, the applicant has a FEDERAL MA with Caltrans. 2
12 Yes, the applicant has a STATE MA with Caltrans. 000286

13. If the applicant does not have an MA. Do you meet the Master Agreement requirements? Yes No [
The Applicant MUST be able to enter into MAs with Caltrans

Partner Information:

14. Partner Name*: 15. Partner Type

16. Contact Information (Name, phone # & e-mail) 17. Contact Address & zip code

[ Click here if the project has more than one partner; attach the remaining partner information on a separate page
*If another entity agrees to assume responsibility for the ongoing operations and maintenance of the facility, documentation of

the agreement must be submitted with the application, and a copy of the Memorandum of Understanding or Interagency
Agreement between the parties must be submitted with the request for allocation.

Project Type: (Select only one)

18. Infrastructure (IF) 19. Non-Infrastructure (N1) [] 20. Combined (IF & NIy []
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Project name: g, 1o Elementary School Bike and Pedestrian Infrastructure Improvements

|. GENERAL INFORMATION-continued

Sub-Project Type (Select all that apply)

21. [] Develop aPlanina Disadvantaged Community (select the type(s) of plan(s) to be developed)

[0 Bicycle Plan  [] Safe Routes to School Plan [0 Pedestrian Plan
[[] Active Transportation Plan

(If applying for an Active Transportation Plan- check any of the following plans that your agency
already has):

[ Bikeplan [l Pedestrianplan [] Safe Routes to School plan [l ATP plan

22. Bicycle and/or Pedestrian infrastructure
Bicycle only: Class | [l Classli [] class 1l
Ped/Other: [0 sidewalk Crossing Improvement Multi-use facility
Other: Pedestrian refuge

23. []
24, []

25.

Non-Infrastructure (Non SRTS)

] Trail

“Please see additional Recreational Trails instructions before proceeding

Recreational Trails*- [] Acquisition

Safe routes to school- Infrastructure ] Non-Infrastructure

If SRTS is selected, provide the following information

26. SCHOOL NAME & ADDRESS:

Teresa Burke Elementary School, 1301 Filburn Avenue, Wasco, CA 93280

27. SCHOOL DISTRICT NAME & ADDRESS:

Wasco Union Elementary School District, 639 Broadway, Wasco, CA 93280

28. County-District-School Code (CDS)
0113167

29. Total Student Enroliment
766

30. Percentage of students eligible for

free or reduced meal programs **
82.50

31. Percentage of students that
currently walk or bike to school

41.5%

32. Approximate # of students living
along school route proposed for

improvement
536

33. Project distance from primary or
middle school

20 feet

“*Refer to the California Department of Education website: http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sh/cw/filesafdc.asp

[] Click here if the project involves more than one school; attach the remaining school information including
school official signature and person to contact, if different, on a separate page
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ll. PROJECT INFORMATION

(Please read the “ATP instructions” document prior to attaching your responses to all of the questions in Sections Il. Project

1.

2.

3.

Information, Section Ill. Screening Criteria and Section IV. Narrative Questions - 20 pages max)

Project Location Filburn Avenue from Central Avenue to Broadway.

Project Coordinates  Lafitude35.57977 | Longitude -119.33864599999998 |
(Decimal degrees) (Decimal degrees)

Project Description
The City of Wasco proposes to construct bike and pedestrian infrastructure along the Filburn

Avenue school route to Teresa Burke Elementary School. Filburn Avenue is very wide,
exceeding 90 feet, encouraging high traffic speeds and making it hazardous for pedestrians to
cross. A median/pedestrian refuge will be constructed in front of the school between Poplar and
Griffith Avenues, with high-visibility crosswalks and flashing pedestrian beacon signs installed
at both ends. There is an existing Class 1 multi-use path on the north side of Filburn west of
Palm Avenue and between Poplar and Griffith. A continuous concrete multi-use path will be
constructed along the corridor between Beckes Street and Broadway. Buffered and standard bike
lanes will be installed in the corridor on Filburn Avenue between Central Avenue and Broadway.
Transverse yellow crosswalks will be installed on 16" Street, a recommended route to school, at
the intersections of Griffith Avenue, Broadway, and D Street. The Scope of Work includes:
constructing the median and Class 1 Multi-Use Path; installing electrical/irrigation and ADA-
compliant curb ramps on the bike path; relocating existing power poles; striping bike lanes,
advance stop bars, crosswalks and double yellow lines; and, installing signage, pedestrian

lighting, trees, and incidental landscaping, including trash cans and benches.

Project Status

The associated CEQA review is complete and has been adopted by the City Council of the City
of Wasco. The conceptual design work is complete and the project proposal has been approved

by the Wasco City Council.

City of Wasco - Burke Elementary School Bike and Pedestrian Infrastructure Improvements
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lll. SCREENING CRITERIA

Demonstrated Needs of the Applicant
Describe the need for the project and/or funding

The purpose of the project is to construct the pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure needed so
students can safely walk or bike to Teresa Burke Elementary School. As depicted in the Site
Location Map (attached), the school is located on the south side of Filburn Avenue on the south
eastern edge of the city. The majority of students live on the north side of Filburn. Crossing
Filburn is hazardous because it is more than 90 feet wide and it is one-quarter mile between
crosswalks. Its width encourages high traffic speeds and reduces the visibility of school safety
signage in the area. Fifty six percent of students report walking to/from school, making it critical
for pedestrian safety improvements. None report riding a bike and 41% get to school by car or
bus. This affects the air quality, already ranked among the worst in the nation, and deprives
students of a valuable opportunity to exercise; nearly 45% of Burke students are not in the
healthy fitness zone for body composition according to the latest physical fitness results. The
goals of the project are to increase pedestrian mobility, increase bicycle mobility, and increase
active mode share for school trips to 50 percent by 2020. Once the project is completed, there
will be a median/pedestrian refuge in front of the school, a continuous Class 1 Multi-Use Path
from Highway 43 to just past Beckes Street, continuous bike lanes between Highway 43 and
Central Avenue, pedestrian lighting throughout the Filburn Avenue corridor, high-visibility
crosswalks, and enhanced signage. The improvements were recommended in the City of Wasco

School Traffic Safety Study and Bicycle Master Plan adopted September 2013.

Consistency with Regional Transportation Plan (100 words or less)
Explain how this project is consistent with your Regional Transportation Plan (if applicable). Include
adoption date of the plan.

The project is consistent with the Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) of the Kern Council

of Governments Draft 2014 Regional Transportation Plan, adopted March 12, 2014. It supports

City of Wasco - Burke Elementary School Bike and Pedestrian Infrastructure Improvements
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the SCS goals to Improve Air Quality, Improve Communities’ Health, and Increase
Transportation and Public Safety. The project reduces greenhouse gas emissions by decreasing
vehicle miles traveled (VMT). For each family who chooses walking over driving, CO2
emissions will be decreased by 423 grams per VMT. More students and families will walk to
school, improving health and wellbeing. With more walking, fewer cars will be on the road

resulting in lower collision rates.
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IV. NARRATIVE QUESTIONS

POTENTIAL FOR INCREASED WALKING AND BICYCLING, ESPECIALLY AMONG STUDENTS,
INCLUDING THE IDENTIFICATION OF WALKING AND BICYCLING ROUTES TO AND FROM SCHOOLS,
TRANSIT FACILITIES, COMMUNITY CENTERS, EMPLOYMENT CENTERS, AND OTHER
DESTINATIONS; AND INCLUDING INCREASING AND IMPROVING CONNECTIVITY AND MOBILITY OF
NON-MOTORIZED USERS. (0-30 POINTS)

A. Describe how your project encourages increased walking and bicycling, especially among students.

This Safe Routes to School infrastructure project proposes to create a continuous bicycle path to the
school, make it safer to cross Filburn Avenue, and develop a safe route corridor on 16™ Street.
Teresa Burke Elementary School is the newest school in Wasco located on the south side of Filburn
Avenue at the southern edge of the city. The majority of students live on the opposite side of
Filburn. Filburn Avenue is the main street serving east-west trips in southern Wasco and is both a
commuter and school route. It is very wide, exceeding 90 feet in the school neighborhood, which
encourages high traffic speeds and reduces the visibility of school safety signage in the area. The
project will take advantage of this space to construct a continuous Class 1 Multi-Use Path, buffered
bike lanes, and a median/pedestrian refuge. High-visibility crosswalks will be installed at key
intersections, enhanced signage will be erected to guide motorists’ movements through the school
zone, and a safe route corridor will be developed a few blocks to the north. These improvements are
illustrated in the Preliminary Plans (attached). They were selected based on input from school
administrators and parents and analysis from traffic engineers as part of the City of Wasco School
Traffic Safety Study and Bicycle Master Plan, adopted September 2013. Making Filburn safer to

cross is a top priority for school administrators and parents.

B. Describe the number and type of possible users and their destinations, and the anticipated percentage
increase in users upon completion of your project. Data collection methods should be described.

Fifty six percent of Burke School students (approximately 430 of 766 students) currently walk
to/from school and 0% ride a bike. These figures came from the City of Wasco School Traftic
Safety Study and Bicycle Master Plan that surveyed parents/caregivers during Fall 2012 on their
children’s mode of travel to and from school and their related safety concerns. The surveys were
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available in English and Spanish and could be completed in hardcopy or online. Two hundred thirty
eight Burke School parents responded to the survey. When asked how their children got to or from
school the previous week, the overall mode split for all trips was as follows: 56% walk; 0% bike;
38% are driven by family vehicle; 3% ride the school bus; 2% are driven in a carpool; 0% ride
public transit; and 0% use “other”. In comparison, among all five schools in the elementary school
district, the overall mode split for all trips was: 37% walk; 1% bike; 46% are driven by family
vehicle; 13% ride the school bus; 2% are driven in a carpool; 0% ride public transit; and 0% use
“other”. After the proposed infrastructure improvements are completed, at least 70% of Burke
Elementary School students (approximately 536 of 766 students) are expected to walk or bicycle to
school, an increase of 25%. This estimate is based on the percent of “yes” responses by
parents/caregivers to the survey question “Would you allow your child(ren) to walk/bike more often
if this concern® was addressed?”: *lack of sidewalks and/or paths (22% = yes); lack of bikeways
(26% = yes); and, unsafe intersections (38% = yes). The project will construct a continuous
walkway to connect the school to the main part of town and will be used by students, their families,
and area residents. To determine future use, Burke School parents/caregivers will be surveyed again
in Fall 2016 to determine their children’s current mode of travel to and from school and the results
will be compared to the Fall 2012 findings. Alternately, a classroom hand tally of all students will
be conducted in Fall 2016 asking how each student got to or from school that day and the results will

be compared to the Fall 2012 findings.

C. Describe how this project improves walking and bicycling routes to and from, connects to, or is part of a
school or school facility, transit facility, community center, employment center, state or national trail
system, points of interest, and/or park.

The destinations served by this project are Teresa Burke Elementary School and the Class 1 Multi-
Use Path, the only Class 1 path located in Wasco and used for fitness by area residents. These
destinations are one mile south of downtown Wasco on the southern edge of the city. The school

City of Wasco - Burke Elementary School Bike and Pedestrian Infrastructure Improvements
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serves 766 students and approximately 34 employees. The project will install a median/pedestrian
refuge on Filburn between Poplar and Griffith Avenues, a continuous Class I Multi-Use Path along
Filburn Avenue between Palm Avenue and Highway 43, high-visibility crosswalks in the
intersection of Filburn and Poplar Avenues and Filburn and Griffith Avenues, transverse yellow
crosswalks on 16" Street at Griffith, Broadway, and D, ADA-compliant curb ramps on the bike path,
street signage, pedestrian lighting, and buffered bike lanes on Filburn Avenue between Central
Avenue and Highway 43. Radar speed feedback signs, funded with federal Safe Routes to School
funds, have just been installed on Filburn Avenue at both approaches to the school. The proposed

improvements will join these signs to create a safer route to and from the school.

D. Describe how this project increases and/or improves connectivity, removes a barrier to mobility and/or
closes a gap in a non-motorized facility.

The project improves connectivity by closing a gap of 0.65 mile in the Class 1 Multi-Use Path on
Filburn Avenue, adding ADA-compliant curb ramps where needed on the bike path, and installing a
median/pedestrian refuge on Filburn between Poplar and Griffith Avenues. The Infrastructure Map
(attached) illustrates the activity centers and existing, near-term, and proposed infrastructure within
one-half mile of the project area. The City of Wasco School Traffic Safety Study and Bicycle
Master Plan created a Safe Routes to School map (attached) to guide parents on recommended routes
to school once the project’s improvements are completed. No right-of-way needs or access rights
modification impact this project. It is not dependent on another project and will not be completed in

segments.
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2. POTENTIAL FOR REDUCING THE NUMBER AND/OR RATE OF PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLIST
FATALITIES AND INJURIES, INCLUDING THE IDENTIFICATION OF SAFETY HAZARDS FOR
PEDESTRIANS AND BICYCLISTS. (0-25 POINTS)

A. Describe the potential of the project to reduce pedestrian and/or bicycle injuries or fatalities.

The project will safeguard against injuries by installing infrastructure (median, crosswalks, and
signage) to remove pedestrians from the roadway, make them more visible, and slow down motor
vehicle traffic. The bike path and bike lanes will separate cyclists from the general roadway and
help slow motor vehicle traffic by narrowing the travel lane. There have been several pedestrian
collisions recorded in the project area. SWITRS data from 2003 through 2012 reports one pedestrian
fatality and three pedestrian injury collisions in the project area along Filburn Avenue and along the
16% Street corridor. More will occur if the recommended infrastructure improvements are not
constructed. The City of Wasco lacks the financial resources to construct these and is requesting

grant funding from the Active Transportation Program.

B. Describe iffhow your project will achieve any or all of the following:

Reduces speed or volume of motor vehicles

Improves sight distance and visibility

Improves compliance with iocal traffic laws

Eiiminates behaviors that lead to collisions

Addresses inadequate traffic control devices

Addresses inadequate bicycle facilities, crosswalks or sidewalks

o 0 0 0 00

The safety hazards in the project area were identified in the 2013 City of Wasco School Traffic
Safety Study and Bicycle Master Plan. Links to these documents are in the attachments. The
recommended improvements will address the inadequate bicycle and pedestrian facilities in the
project area. Specifically, a median/pedestrian refuge, Class 1 Multi-Use Path, and buffered bike
lanes will be installed along Filburn Avenue to reduce speed of motor vehicles along this very wide
street. Pedestrian lighting and signage will be added to improve the visibility of pedestrians and
bicyclists along Filburn Avenue. Double yellow lines and signage will be added to Griffith Avenue

from Filburn south to the school loading loop to prohibit U-turns. A gap in the bike path will be
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closed and crosswalks will be added at key intersections to address current inadequacies in the

infrastructure.

C. Describe the location’s history of events and the source(s) of data used (e.g. collision reports, community
observation, surveys, audits) if data is not available include a description of safety hazard(s) and photos.

SWITRS data for the period 2003 through 2012 reveals that one fatality, eight injury collisions and
nineteen property-damage-only collisions occurred in the project area. The fatality was a pedestrian
collision that occurred on Highway 43 at Filburn in 2008 when a 12 year old girl jay-walked across
the highway at night. Poor visibility due to no lighting in the area was a contributing cause of the
collision. A pedestrian injury collision occurred on Griffith at 16™ Street in 2009 when a 39 year old
man under the influence crossed the street at night outside of the crosswalk. One quarter of all the
collisions in the project area occurred at the intersection of Palm and Filburn where this project
proposes to install pedestrian lighting. Photos (attached) are included in this application depicting
the hazards in the project area. The only alternative considered to the proposed improvements is to
do nothing and make piecemeal improvements as the City budget allows. The proposed project is
the preferred alternative because it provides Burke Elementary School students with a means to

safely walk or bike to school.

City of Wasco - Burke Elementary School Bike and Pedestrian Infrastructure Improvements
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3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION and PLANNING (0-15 POINTS)

A Describe the community based public participation process that culminated in the project proposal or
plan, such as noticed meetings/public hearings, consultation with stakeholders, etc.

The 2013 City of Wasco School Traffic Safety Study and Bicycle Master Plan guides the future
development of school traffic improvements and bicycle infrastructure and programs in the city.
The Plan’s recommendations facilitate walking and bicycling for transportation, school access, and
recreation, supporting an active, healthy community. An extensive public outreach process
conducted in both English and Spanish guided the recommendations of the Plan. For school site
recommendations, a survey was administered to parents of children enrolled in Wasco public
elementary and middle schools in December 2012. More than 1,200 parents/caregivers responded,
including 268 from Burke Elementary School. Results of the surveys are included in the Appendices
to the Bicycle Master Plan. A series of five walk audits were held on school sites between January
28 and February 1,2013. At each walk audit, a group of stakeholders, including school and district
staff, parents and community members, City staff, elected officials, and transportation professionals
walked the school grounds and discussed opportunities and challenges for each site. Based on the
observations and input provided by school staff and parents, the project team developed a report with
observations and recommendations for each school site. A public workshop was held in January
2013 to identify key community issues and possible solutions. Insights and recommendations from
the public outreach process have informed all aspects of the Plan. An additional public workshop to
provide the public an opportunity to review the Plan’s recommendations was held in August 2013.
Sign-in sheets (attached) were completed at each walk audit and public meeting. The City and
school district were pleased with the extent of community input into the process considering that
Wasco has a household population of 21,170 residents (CA Dept. of Finance, 2014). The City of
Wasco School Traffic Safety Study and Bicycle Master Plan was adopted by the City Council of the
City of Wasco on September 17, 2013. It outlines the tasks the school district and the City are

responsible for in order to implement the recommendations for each school. The City is using those
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recommendations as the basis of this ATP grant request. Appendix E to the plan (attached) outlines

the plan’s compliance with the ATP guidelines.

B. Describe the local participation process that resulted in the identification and prioritization of the project:

The local participation process began with the parent/caregiver survey that gathered details on how
their child(ren) got to and from school each day and what their attitudes and concerns were towards
walking or biking to/from school. Each school invited its students’ parents to the walk audit where
the parents were able to further voice their concerns, recommend solutions, and exchange ideas with
school site and district personnel, City Planning and Engineering staff, elected officials, and
transportation professionals. A community workshop was held in the evening to engage the general
public in identifying issues and solutions with school district administrators, City staff, and
transportation professionals. Insights and recommendations from the public outreach process shaped
all aspects of the City of Wasco School Traffic Safety Study and Bicycle Master Plan. Links to this
plan are included in the attachments along with an outline of the plan’s compliance with ATP
guidelines. Local residents will continue to be engaged in the implementation of the project as they
use and comply with the new grant-funded infrastructure and roadway signage. The project reduces
greenhouse gas emissions by increasing the mode share of alternative transportation and decreasing
vehicle miles traveled (VMT). Enhancing Wasco’s pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure can
increase pedestrian, bicycle, and transit mode share and reduce Kern County’s greenhouse gas
emissions. For each family who chooses walking or biking over driving, CO2 emissions will be
decreased by 423 grams per VMT. Installation of the proposed sidewalk and bike lanes will
encourage additional students and families to walk or bike to school, improving health and
wellbeing. With more students using active transportation modes, fewer cars will be on the road

resulting in lower collision rates.

C. Is the project cost over $1 Million? /N

City of Wasco - Burke Elementary School Bike and Pedestrian Infrastructure Improvements
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If YES- is the project Prioritized in an adopted city or county bicycle transportation plan, pedestrian plan,
safe routes to school plan, active transportation plan, trail plan, circulation element of a general plan, or
other publicly approved plan that incorporated elements of an active transportation pian?

MUN
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14



4. COST EFFECTIVENESS (0-10 POINTS)

A. Describe the alternatives that were considered. Discuss the relative costs and benefits of all the
alternatives and explain why the nominated one was chosen.

The adopted 2013 City of Wasco School Traffic Safety Study and Bicycle Master Plan analyzed the
pedestrian/bicycle safety needs of the project site and recommended specific infrastructure
improvements. These improvements are designed to not only increase walking and biking to school,
but will also help prevent bike/pedestrian collisions, reduce vehicle miles traveled (VMT), reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, and improve local residents’ public health status. The only alternative
considered to this is to do nothing and leave the area as is. Of course, this alternative costs nothing,
but reaps no benefits and no safeguards against future collisions. The City of Wasco does not have
the resources available to pay for the improvements needed at the project location. It could only
afford to make piecemeal improvements when local funds are available. The City therefore chooses
to pursue an ATP grant as the most cost-effective means of achieving the recommended

improvements.

B. Calculate the ratio of the benefits of the project relative to both the total project cost and funds requested
Benefit= Benefit* )
' Total Project Cost Program Funds Requested’

(i.e.
The benefit/cost ratio for both the total project cost and the funds requested for the Burke
Elementary School Bike and Pedestrian Infrastructure Improvements project is 9.52. This is based
on the calculated project benefit cost of $17,087,271 divided by the project cost of $1,794,594. The
project benefit cost was determined by adding together the value of the safety benefits, maintenance
costs, reduced motorized vehicle usage, and health improvements to be realized from the specific
infrastructure project. The Cost/Benefit Analysis calculation worksheets (attached) provide more

details of how the benefit/cost ratio was determined.
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5. IMPROVED PUBLIC HEALTH (0-10 points)

A, Describe how the project will improve public health, i.e. through the targeting of populations who have a
high risk factor for obesity, physical inactivity, asthma, or other health issues.

In Wasco, an astounding 54.5% of fifth and seventh grade students are overweight or obese and 48.5%
have impaired aerobic capacity according to the 2012-2013 California Physical Fitness Report
(attached). Burke Elementary School fifth graders are a little less unhealthy with 44 7% determined to
be overweight or obese and 35.1% with impaired aerobic capacity. This may be the result of more
students walking to school; recall that 56% of Burke students reported getting to/from school on foot.
Statewide, overweight or obesity was found in 45.3% of fifth and seventh graders and impaired aerobic
capacity in 36.3%. Overweight and obesity contribute to diabetes, heart disease, and cancer, risks that
show up in children as Type 2 diabetes, high blood pressure, high cholesterol, asthma, and fatty liver
disease. Aerobic capacity reflects an individual’s lung fitness to handle routine exercise challenges.
Compounding the situation is the poor air quality in Wasco and the Bakersfield/Kern County area. The
American Lung Association’s 2014 State of the Air report gave Kern County an “F” for ozone levels
and 24-hour particle pollution, a “Fail” for annual particle pollution, and ranked Bakersfield the third
most polluted city in the nation (attached). (Until 2014, Bakersfield consistently ranked first as the most
polluted city in the nation in ALA’s annual State of the Air reports.) The poor air quality affects
everyone, but especially those with impaired lung capacity due to asthma, obesity, or other conditions
and indicates the urgent need to clean the air. One simple and effective solution is to reduce the vehicle

miles traveled (VMT) by using motor vehicles less frequently.

This project will improve public health by creating more walkable/bikeable infrastructure in the routes
to school. Students will get more exercise, lowering their risk of obesity, and, as VMT rates decline, air
quality will improve, lowering students’ risk of lung disease. Burke Elementary School students will
finally have complete bicycle infrastructure leading to their school. Related infrastructure

improvements (e.g., high-visibility crosswalks, pedestrian lighting, pedestrian refuge, and improved
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signage) will make the route safer so parents can feel more confident about letting their children walk or

bicycle to/from school. The project will also help prevent pedestrian- and bicycle-involved collisions in

the area.
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6. BENEFIT TO DISADVANTAGED COMMUNITIES (0-10 points)

A. | Is the project located in a disadvantaged community? [\ZIIN
Il. Does the project significantly benefit a disadvantaged community? EIIN
a. Which criteria does the project meet? (Answer all that apply)
o Median household income for the community benefited by the project: $42.221

o California Communities Environmental Health Screen Tool (CalEnvironScreen) score for the
community benefited by the project: N/A

o For projects that benefit public school students, percentage of students eligible for the Free or
Reduced Price Meals Programs: 82.5%

b. Should the community benefitting from the project be considered disadvantaged based on criteria
not specified in the program guidelines? If so, provide data for all criteria above and a quantitative
assessment of why the community should be considered disadvantaged.

B. Describe how the project demonstrates a clear benefit to a disadvantaged community and what
percentage of the project funding will benefit that community, for projects using the school based criteria
describe specifically the school students and community will benefit.

Wasco is a community struggling with serious public health issues, low education, and poverty. It
has one of the highest rates of overweight and obese children in the state (California Center for
Public Health Advocacy, 2010) and consistently ranks worst in the nation for air quality (American
Lung Association, 2013). Recent U.S. Census data shows that 45% of Wasco adults lack a high
school diploma and, as part of the metropolitan Bakersfield area, it is ranked the fourth most
impoverished region in the United States. Once just a rural farming community, growth within the
Bakersfield metropolitan area has brought new housing and commercial development, but limited
employment. Set in the broad South San Joaquin Valley agricultural area, the community is largely
Hispanic with farm labor providing much of the local job base. Jobs are mostly out of town,
requiring commuting to cither Bakersfield or to agricultural areas within the County. Wasco’s
unemployment rate is averaging 23.3% in 2014, nearly three times higher than the state average (CA
Employment Development Department, 2014). Wasco has a population of 26,159 of which
approximately 5,000 are Wasco State Prison inmates (CA Dept. of Finance, 2014). Its household

population has grown 41% since 2000, an increase of 6,126 residents.
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One hundred percent of the project falls geographically within a disadvantaged community and 100% of
the project funding will benefit the disadvantaged community. Wasco is an economically disadvantaged
community with a median household income (MHI) of $42,221 compared to the statewide MHI of
$61,400 (U.S. Census American Factfinder 2008-2012 five year estimate). Among Burke Elementary
School students, 82.5% are eligible for the Free or Reduced Price Meals Program. Burke School lacks a
complete biking route to school and a safe means to cross Filburn Avenue. The project removes these
barriers, creating a continuous bicycling infrastructure along Filburn and a pedestrian refuge accessible
to students, parents, and the entire community. The project will provide the infrastructure that students,
parents, and the community can use to increase their daily exercise, something the school physical

fitness tests revealed that the students seriously need.
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7. USE OF CALIFORNIA CONSERVATION CORPS (CCC) OR A CERTIFIED COMMUNIT<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>