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I. GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

  



I. GENERAL INFORMATION

Area Description:  

Master Agreements (MAs):

Partner Information:  

Project Type: 

City of Palmdale - Active Transportation Program Plan

City of Palmdale 595,000.00

0.00

Mike Behen, Transportation/GIS Manager, 
mbehen@cityofpalmdale.org, (661) 267-5300

0.00

595,000.00

38250 N. Sierra Highway, Palmdale, CA 93550 Los Angeles

District 7 2 2

SCAG Southern California Association of Governm

Within a Large MPO (Pop > 200,000)

07-5378R

Palmdale School District School District

Cathy Shepard , (661) 266-7244, cashepard@palmdalesd.org 39139 North 10th St East, Palmdale, 93550
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I. GENERAL INFORMATION-continued

Sub-Project Type

*Please see additional Recreational Trails instructions before proceeding

City of Palmdale - Active Transportation Program Plan

Tumbleweed Elementary School, 1100 East Avenue R4, Palmdale, 93550

Palmdale School District, 39139 North 10th St East, Palmdale, 93550 

19-64857-6021190 1,172 93.06

60% 700 0 ft.
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SCHOOL INFORMATION (CONTINUED) 

Desert Rose Elementary School 

26. School Name and Address:  

Desert Rose Elementary School, 37730 27th Street East, Palmdale, 93550 

27. School District and Address 

Palmdale School District, 39139 North 10th St East, Palmdale, 93550 

28. County-District-School Code 

19-64857-6105621 

29. Total Student Enrollment 

1,148 

30. Percentage of students eligible for free or reduced meal programs 

86.93% 

31. Percentage of students that currently walk or bike to school 

Unknown 

32. Approximate # of students living along school route proposed for improvement 

Unknown 

33. Project distance from primary or middle school 

0 ft. 
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SCHOOL INFORMATION (CONTINUED) 

Palm Tree Elementary School 

26. School Name and Address:  

Palm Tree Elementary School, 326 East Avenue R, Palmdale, 93550 

27. School District and Address 

Palmdale School District, 39139 North 10th St East, Palmdale, 93550 

28. County-District-School Code 

19-64857-6107635 

29. Total Student Enrollment 

775 

30. Percentage of students eligible for free or reduced meal programs 

90.32% 

31. Percentage of students that currently walk or bike to school 

Unknown 

32. Approximate # of students living along school route proposed for improvement 

Unknown 

33. Project distance from primary or middle school 

0 ft.  
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SCHOOL INFORMATION (CONTINUED) 

Barrel Springs Elementary School 

26. School Name and Address:  

Barrel Springs Elementary School, 3636 Ponderosa Way, Palmdale, 93550 

27. School District and Address 

Palmdale School District, 39139 North 10th St East, Palmdale, 93550 

28. County-District-School Code 

19-64857-6111538 

29. Total Student Enrollment 

830 

30. Percentage of students eligible for free or reduced meal programs 

84.22% 

31. Percentage of students that currently walk or bike to school 

Unknown 

32. Approximate # of students living along school route proposed for improvement 

Unknown 

33. Project distance from primary or middle school 

0 ft. 
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SCHOOL INFORMATION (CONTINUED) 

Buena Vista Elementary School 

26. School Name and Address:  

Buena Vista Elementary School, 37005 Hillcrest Drive, Palmdale, 93552 

27. School District and Address 

Palmdale School District, 39139 North 10th St East, Palmdale, 93550 

28. County-District-School Code 

19-64857-6108609 

29. Total Student Enrollment 

670 

30. Percentage of students eligible for free or reduced meal programs 

80.3% 

31. Percentage of students that currently walk or bike to school 

Unknown 

32. Approximate # of students living along school route proposed for improvement 

Unknown 

33. Project distance from primary or middle school 

0 ft.  
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SCHOOL INFORMATION (CONTINUED) 

Cactus Intermediate School 

26. School Name and Address:  

Cactus Intermediate School, 3243 East Avenue R-8, Palmdale, 93550 

27. School District and Address 

Palmdale School District, 39139 North 10th St East, Palmdale, 93550 

28. County-District-School Code 

19-64857-6105613 

29. Total Student Enrollment 

1,045 

30. Percentage of students eligible for free or reduced meal programs 

84.5% 

31. Percentage of students that currently walk or bike to school 

Unknown 

32. Approximate # of students living along school route proposed for improvement 

Unknown 

33. Project distance from primary or middle school 

0 ft. 
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SCHOOL INFORMATION (CONTINUED) 

Chaparral Elementary School 

26. School Name and Address:  

Chaparral Elementary School, 37500 50th Street East, Palmdale, 93552 

27. School District and Address 

Palmdale School District, 39139 North 10th St East, Palmdale, 93550 

28. County-District-School Code 

19-64857-6106900 

29. Total Student Enrollment 

888 

30. Percentage of students eligible for free or reduced meal programs 

87.61% 

31. Percentage of students that currently walk or bike to school 

Unknown 

32. Approximate # of students living along school route proposed for improvement 

Unknown 

33. Project distance from primary or middle school 

0 ft.  
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SCHOOL INFORMATION (CONTINUED) 

Cimarron Elementary School 

26. School Name and Address:  

Cimarron Elementary School, 36940 45th Street East, Palmdale, 93552 

27. School District and Address 

Palmdale School District, 39139 North 10th St East, Palmdale, 93550 

28. County-District-School Code 

19-64857-6113906 

29. Total Student Enrollment 

831 

30. Percentage of students eligible for free or reduced meal programs 

83.63% 

31. Percentage of students that currently walk or bike to school 

Unknown 

32. Approximate # of students living along school route proposed for improvement 

Unknown 

33. Project distance from primary or middle school 

0 ft.  
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SCHOOL INFORMATION (CONTINUED) 

David G. Millen Intermediate School 

26. School Name and Address:  

David G. Millen Intermediate School, 39360 Summerwind Drive, Palmdale, 93551 

27. School District and Address 

Palmdale School District, 39139 North 10th St East, Palmdale, 93550 

28. County-District-School Code 

19-64857-0126268 

29. Total Student Enrollment 

428 

30. Percentage of students eligible for free or reduced meal programs 

63.08% 

31. Percentage of students that currently walk or bike to school 

Unknown 

32. Approximate # of students living along school route proposed for improvement 

Unknown 

33. Project distance from primary or middle school 

0 ft.  
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SCHOOL INFORMATION (CONTINUED) 

Desert Willow Intermediate School 

26. School Name and Address:  

Desert Willow Intermediate School, 36555 Sunny Lane, Palmdale, 93550 

27. School District and Address 

Palmdale School District, 39139 North 10th St East, Palmdale, 93550 

28. County-District-School Code 

19-64857-0105981 

29. Total Student Enrollment 

620 

30. Percentage of students eligible for free or reduced meal programs 

80.65% 

31. Percentage of students that currently walk or bike to school 

Unknown 

32. Approximate # of students living along school route proposed for improvement 

Unknown 

33. Project distance from primary or middle school 

0 ft.  
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SCHOOL INFORMATION (CONTINUED) 

Dos Caminos Elementary School 

26. School Name and Address:  

Dos Caminos Elementary School, 39175 Palm Tree Way, Palmdale, 93551 

27. School District and Address 

Palmdale School District, 39139 North 10th St East, Palmdale, 93550 

28. County-District-School Code 

19-64857-0124156 

29. Total Student Enrollment 

226 

30. Percentage of students eligible for free or reduced meal programs 

73.89% 

31. Percentage of students that currently walk or bike to school 

Unknown 

32. Approximate # of students living along school route proposed for improvement 

Unknown 

33. Project distance from primary or middle school 

0 ft.  
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SCHOOL INFORMATION (CONTINUED) 

Golden Poppy Elementary School 

26. School Name and Address:  

Golden Poppy Elementary School, 37802 Rockie Lane, Palmdale, 93552 

27. School District and Address 

Palmdale School District, 39139 North 10th St East, Palmdale, 93550 

28. County-District-School Code 

19-64857-6118749 

29. Total Student Enrollment 

768 

30. Percentage of students eligible for free or reduced meal programs 

78.91% 

31. Percentage of students that currently walk or bike to school 

Unknown 

32. Approximate # of students living along school route proposed for improvement 

Unknown 

33. Project distance from primary or middle school 

0 ft.  
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SCHOOL INFORMATION (CONTINUED) 

Joshua Hills Elementary School 

26. School Name and Address:  

Joshua Hills Elementary School, 3030 Fairfield, Palmdale, CA, 93550 

27. School District and Address 

Palmdale School District, 39139 North 10th St East, Palmdale, 93550 

28. County-District-School Code 

19-64857-6106793 

29. Total Student Enrollment 

942 

30. Percentage of students eligible for free or reduced meal programs 

88.43% 

31. Percentage of students that currently walk or bike to school 

Unknown 

32. Approximate # of students living along school route proposed for improvement 

Unknown 

33. Project distance from primary or middle school 

0 ft.  
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SCHOOL INFORMATION (CONTINUED) 

Juniper Intermediate School 

26. School Name and Address:  

Juniper Intermediate School, 39066 Palm Tree Way, Palmdale, 93551 

27. School District and Address 

Palmdale School District, 39139 North 10th St East, Palmdale, 93550 

28. County-District-School Code 

19-64857-6104145 

29. Total Student Enrollment 

768 

30. Percentage of students eligible for free or reduced meal programs 

86.59% 

31. Percentage of students that currently walk or bike to school 

Unknown 

32. Approximate # of students living along school route proposed for improvement 

Unknown 

33. Project distance from primary or middle school 

0 ft.  
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SCHOOL INFORMATION (CONTINUED) 

Manzanita Elementary School 

26. School Name and Address:  

Manzanita Elementary School, 38620 33rd Street East, Palmdale, 93550 

27. School District and Address 

Palmdale School District, 39139 North 10th St East, Palmdale, 93550 

28. County-District-School Code 

19-64857-6021158 

29. Total Student Enrollment 

743 

30. Percentage of students eligible for free or reduced meal programs 

94.21% 

31. Percentage of students that currently walk or bike to school 

Unknown 

32. Approximate # of students living along school route proposed for improvement 

Unknown 

33. Project distance from primary or middle school 

0 ft.  
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SCHOOL INFORMATION (CONTINUED) 

Mesquite Elementary School 

26. School Name and Address:  

Mesquite Elementary School, 37622 43rd Street East, Palmdale, 93552 

27. School District and Address 

Palmdale School District, 39139 North 10th St East, Palmdale, 93550 

28. County-District-School Code 

19-64857-6108625 

29. Total Student Enrollment 

913 

30. Percentage of students eligible for free or reduced meal programs 

86.09% 

31. Percentage of students that currently walk or bike to school 

Unknown 

32. Approximate # of students living along school route proposed for improvement 

Unknown 

33. Project distance from primary or middle school 

0 ft.  
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SCHOOL INFORMATION (CONTINUED) 

Ocotillo Elementary School 

26. School Name and Address:  

Ocotillo Elementary School, 38737 Ocotillo School Dr., Palmdale, 93551 

27. School District and Address 

Palmdale School District, 39139 North 10th St East, Palmdale, 93550 

28. County-District-School Code 

19-64857-6021141 

29. Total Student Enrollment 

1,030 

30. Percentage of students eligible for free or reduced meal programs 

72.43% 

31. Percentage of students that currently walk or bike to school 

Unknown 

32. Approximate # of students living along school route proposed for improvement 

Unknown 

33. Project distance from primary or middle school 

0 ft.  
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SCHOOL INFORMATION (CONTINUED) 

Quail Valley Elementary School 

26. School Name and Address:  

Quail Valley Elementary School, 37236 58th Street East, Palmdale, 93552 

27. School District and Address 

Palmdale School District, 39139 North 10th St East, Palmdale, 93550 

28. County-District-School Code 

19-64857-6115273 

29. Total Student Enrollment 

758 

30. Percentage of students eligible for free or reduced meal programs 

84.04% 

31. Percentage of students that currently walk or bike to school 

Unknown 

32. Approximate # of students living along school route proposed for improvement 

Unknown 

33. Project distance from primary or middle school 

0 ft.  
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SCHOOL INFORMATION (CONTINUED) 

Shadow Hills Intermediate School 

26. School Name and Address:  

Shadow Hills Intermediate School, 37315 60th Street East, Palmdale, 93552 

27. School District and Address 

Palmdale School District, 39139 North 10th St East, Palmdale, 93550 

28. County-District-School Code 

19-64857-6115281 

29. Total Student Enrollment 

1,002 

30. Percentage of students eligible for free or reduced meal programs 

79.54% 

31. Percentage of students that currently walk or bike to school 

Unknown 

32. Approximate # of students living along school route proposed for improvement 

Unknown 

33. Project distance from primary or middle school 

0 ft.  
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SCHOOL INFORMATION (CONTINUED) 

Summerwind Elementary School 

26. School Name and Address:  

Summerwind Elementary School, 39360 Summerwind Drive, Palmdale, 93551 

27. School District and Address 

Palmdale School District, 39139 North 10th St East, Palmdale, 93550 

28. County-District-School Code 

19-64857-6108633 

29. Total Student Enrollment 

964 

30. Percentage of students eligible for free or reduced meal programs 

77.39% 

31. Percentage of students that currently walk or bike to school 

Unknown 

32. Approximate # of students living along school route proposed for improvement 

Unknown 

33. Project distance from primary or middle school 

0 ft.  
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SCHOOL INFORMATION (CONTINUED) 

Yucca Elementary School 

26. School Name and Address:  

Yucca Elementary School, 38440 2nd Street East, Palmdale, 93550 

27. School District and Address 

Palmdale School District, 39139 North 10th St East, Palmdale, 93550 

28. County-District-School Code 

19-64857-6021208 

29. Total Student Enrollment 

861 

30. Percentage of students eligible for free or reduced meal programs 

95.59% 

31. Percentage of students that currently walk or bike to school 

Unknown 

32. Approximate # of students living along school route proposed for improvement 

Unknown 

33. Project distance from primary or middle school 

0 ft.  
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II. PROJECT INFORMATION 

1. PROJECT LOCATION 

The City of Palmdale, including elementary and middle schools (21) in Palmdale School District 

within City of Palmdale 

Project Map in Section IX shows location of project included with this application. 

2. PROJECT COORDINATES 

Latitude 34.572652 degrees N, Longitude 118.102824 degrees W 

3. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The City of Palmdale seeks to encourage and accommodate healthy, sustainable transportation 

alternatives. To form a planning framework in which non-motorized transportation projects can 

be identified, prioritized, and funded in the future, the City of Palmdale must develop an Active 

Transportation Plan. The proposed project will develop an Active transportation Plan that 

includes subcomponents such as Complete Streets, Pedestrian, Bicycle, Trails, Safe Routes to 

School and will replace the existing Bicycle Transportation Plan (BTP), which has expired. 

4. PROJECT STATUS 

Project has not been initiated. 
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III. SCREENING CRITERIA 

1. DEMONSTRATED NEEDS OF THE APPLICANT 

Describe the need for the project and/or funding. 

The City of Palmdale, in an effort to continue to provide best practices for its residents who use 

active transportation, proposes to develop an Active Transportation Plan that encompasses all 

common non-vehicular travel and recreation modes. The City of Palmdale is a disadvantaged 

community with numerous active transportation users. The proposed Active Transportation Plan 

has the following goals: 

 Create linkages between General Plan, Palmdale Energy Action Plan, Safe Routes to 

Schools, Bicycle Transportation Plan and other regional plans 

 Promote policies and designs that promote live, work and play ideologies 

 Create funding opportunities through project establishment and phasing 

 Develop a top quality bicycle / trail system within Palmdale that connects to Lancaster 

and LA County bicycle / trail systems.   

 Wayfinding - identify gateway locations at key intersections and develop beautification 

concepts (Welcome to Palmdale signage, landscaping, art, etc.) 

 Promote complete streets 

 Promote first mile / last mile concepts 

 Compliance with AB 32 and SB 375 

The proposed Active Transportation Plan will include specific transportation planning sections 

for Complete Streets, Pedestrian, Bicycle, Trails, Safe Routes to School, as well as 

implementation analysis and methodology to evaluate measures of effectiveness. 
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The Active Transportation Plan will include the following elements: 

1. Complete Streets Plan 

2. Pedestrian Plan 

2. Bicycle Plan 

3. Trails Plan 

4. Safe Route to School Plan 

All of these elements will be examined concurrently to create a comprehensive and cohesive 

Active Transportation Plan for the entire City. 

2. CONSISTENCY WITH REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN 

(100 words or less) 

Explain how this project is consistent with your Regional Transportation Plan (if 
applicable).  Include adoption date of the plan. 

Southern California Association of Governments’ (SCAG’s) 2012 Regional Transportation 

Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS).  The RTP/SCS has a major emphasis on 

active transportation, with a projected Southern California investment of $6 billion in regional 

bicycle, walking, and related infrastructure through 2035.  The project proposed in this 

application is considered a part of that broader regional planning framework. 
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IV. NARRATIVE QUESTIONS: Q1-Q8 

1. POTENTIAL FOR INCREASED WALKING AND BICYCLING, 
ESPECIALLY AMONG STUDENTS, INCLUDING THE IDENTIFICATION 
OF WALKING AND BICYCLING ROUTES TO AND FROM SCHOOLS, 
TRANSIT FACILITIES, COMMUNITY CENTERS, EMPLOYMENT 
CENTERS, AND OTHER DESTINATIONS; AND INCLUDING 
INCREASING AND IMPROVING CONNECTIVITY AND MOBILITY OF 
NON-MOTORIZED USERS. 

 (0 to 30 points) 

A. Describe how your project encourages increased walking and bicycling, 
especially among students. 

The proposed project will encourage walkable and bicycle-friendly communities by serving as a 

guide for strategies and policies to be further developed in the General Plan update. Additionally, 

design guidelines and other considerations will be presented to promote greater active 

transportation mode share, including methodologies to assess Level of Service for active 

transportation users.  

The City of Palmdale has experienced unprecedented growth during the past 30 years. The 

population has grown from 12,000 in 1980 to approximately 155,657 as of January 1, 2014. This 

growth has resulted in pressures to the existing transportation system. Conditions are rapidly 

changing as new families move into the city, new schools are opened, and infrastructure planning 

and construction attempt to keep pace with demands. This need underscores the importance of 

developing Complete Streets. As population increases, infrastructure improvements for vehicles 

will only become more expensive and corridors will become landlocked from expansion. 

Currently, due to the lack of sidewalk connectivity and school zone crosswalks, parents who 

have the economic means choose to drop their children off at school. However, there is a 

significant population within Palmdale with household income less than the statewide median. 
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Therefore, the potential exists for the Active Transportation Plan to increase walking and 

bicycling, particularly among students. 

B. Describe the number and type of possible users and their destinations, and 
the anticipated percentage increase in users upon completion of your project.  
Data collection methods should be described. 

The proposed Active Transportation Plan will inventory current bicycle and pedestrian facilities, 

parks, transit centers (such as Palmdale Transportation Center), bus stops and routes, as well as 

other civic and cultural resources such as City Hall, public libraries, museums and schools. The 

proposed project will also sample the existing number of bicyclists, pedestrians, and school 

children using active transportation modes to commute, as well as for recreation. Per the 

National Safe Routes Partnership, A California study showed that schools that received 

infrastructure improvements through the Safe Routes to School program yielded walking and 

bicycling increases in the range of 20 to 200 percent. By providing the ability to identify 

infrastructure projects like this, the proposed Active Transportation Plan can be expected to also 

see similar increases in walking and bicycling through its ability to be used for project 

programming. 

A 2003 review of the success of the Safe Routes to School program in Marin County reports a 

64% increase in the number of children walking to school, 114% increase in the number of 

students biking, and 91% increase in the number of students carpooling (Source: Staunton, 

Catherine E., Hubsmith, Deborah and Kallins, Wendi. “Promoting Safe Walking and Biking to 

School: The Marin County Success Story”. American Journal of Public Health. 93.9 (2003): 

1431-1434). Therefore, the City believes that it can expect similar results by its efforts to 

develop a planning framework and project evaluation to encourage active transportation. 
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C. Describe how this project improves walking and bicycling routes to and from, 
connects to, or is part of a school or school facility, transit facility, 
community center, employment center, state or national trail system, points 
of interest, and/or park. 

This project will improve walking and bicycling routes, as well as connect bicycle, pedestrian, 

and recreational facilities to parks, civic resources, communities and workplaces together. A 

major component of the proposed plan will be to evaluate the quality of experience active 

transportation users receive on facilities, not simply the ability to use these facilities. By doing 

so, the City expects the program to be more effective at reaching out to non-traditional users of 

walkways, bikeways, and even the transit system. The perceived Level of Service (LOS) is a key 

factor in accomplishing this. The publication “NCHRP Report 616: Multi-modal Level of 

Service Analysis for Urban Streets” presents the final recommended LOS models and draft 

Urban Streets chapter on urban street LOS for the 2010 Highway Capacity Model. Separate 

models are presented for auto, transit, bike and pedestrian LOS. These are combined in an 

integrated framework. The four modal LOS models are integrated in that they share the same 

rating system, share much of the same input data, and reflect intermodal effects of one mode on 

the perceived LOS of the other. The City intends to research, incorporate, and implement 

Complete Streets strategies such as this in its future consideration of projects, land development, 

and policies. 

Implementation of this project will lay the framework for future projects which will improve 

overall connectivity between all destinations using alternate modes of transportation. 

D. Describe how this project increases and/or improves connectivity, removes a 
barrier to mobility and/or closes a gap in a non-motorized facility. 

The proposed project will identify connectivity issues, barriers, and gaps in non-motorized 

facilities throughout the City of Palmdale. These limitations will form the basis of the plan; that 
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is, how to best address them. In some instances, alternate connections can be made which may be 

more effective and less expensive. Several public and stakeholder outreach events are planned as 

a part of the Active Transportation Plan development. 

2. POTENTIAL FOR REDUCING THE NUMBER AND/OR RATE OF 
PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLIST FATALITIES AND INJURIES, 
INCLUDING THE IDENTIFICATION OF SAFETY HAZARDS FOR 
PEDESTRIANS AND BICYCLISTS. 

(0 to 25 points) 

A. Describe the potential of the project to reduce pedestrian and/or bicycle 
injuries or fatalities. 

The proposed Active Transportation Plan will identify potential hazards, develop strategies to 

mitigate these hazards, identify infrastructure improvements that reduce the hazards, and 

prioritize these improvements in order to reduce pedestrian and bicycle injuries or fatalities, as 

well as to obtain future project funding. A large portion of this effort involves pedestrians, and 

especially school students. 

According to the Safe Routes to School National Partnership, a study of the California SRTS 

program has shown that providing sidewalks is one of the most effective engineering measures in 

encouraging children to walk to school. A safety analysis by Caltrans estimated that the safety 

benefit of SRTS was up to a 49 percent decrease in the childhood bicycle and pedestrian 

collision rates. Pedestrians are more than twice as likely to be struck by a vehicle in locations 

without sidewalks. In 2009, approximately 23,000 children ages 5-15 were injured and more than 

250 were killed while walking or bicycling in the United States. From 2000-2006, 30% of traffic 

deaths for children ages 5-15 occurred while walking or bicycling. The medical costs for treating 
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children’s bicycle and pedestrian fatalities cost $839 million in 2005 and another $2.2 billion in 

lifetime lost wage costs. 

The benefits of providing a plan from which to identify future infrastructure needs is obvious 

when only considering potential decrease in crashes, as well as medical costs as mentioned 

above. It is anticipated that indirect benefits, such as improvements in overall population health, 

will also be realized through these efforts. 

B. Describe if/how your project will achieve any or all of the following:  

 Reduces speed or volume of motor vehicles 

 Improves sight distance and visibility 

 Improves compliance with local traffic laws 

 Eliminates behaviors that lead to collisions 

 Addresses inadequate traffic control devices 

 Addresses inadequate bicycle facilities, crosswalks or sidewalks 

The proposed project will identify inadequate infrastructure and infrastructure gaps and develop 

a strategy to design, reduce or eliminate these. 

In addition, the proposed Active Transportation Plan will encourage the designs of future 

projects to: 

 Provide safe on-street facilities/space for bicyclists and safe walking facilities for 

pedestrians. 

 Provide off-road paths or trails for bicyclists and pedestrians. 

 Provide and maintain quality surfaces for bicyclists and pedestrians. 
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 Provide safe intersections for bicyclists and pedestrians. 

 Improve motorist behavior/compliance with traffic laws. 

 Improve bicyclist and pedestrian behavior/compliance with traffic laws. 

 Encourage and promote bicycling and walking. 

 Provide and promote Safe Routes to Schools. 

The proposed project will also develop a framework for measuring the effectiveness of proposed 

improvements post-construction. 

C. Describe the location’s history of events and the source(s) of data used (e.g. 
collision reports, community observation, surveys, audits) if data is not 
available include a description of safety hazard(s) and photos. 

The proposed Palmdale Active Transportation Plan will assist the City with identifying projects 

that will achieve levels more in line with those at the state level.  The City of Palmdale has 

experienced 166 pedestrian and/or bicycle collisions with injuries or fatalities between 

1/1/2009 and 12/31/2011; 25 of these collisions resulted in severe injuries and 5 resulted in 

fatalities. The average yearly non-motorized crash rate is 1:2,744 per capita, with a fatality rate 

of 1:91,105 per capita. By contrast, the 2011 calculated statewide non-motorized fatality rate is 

1:49,967 per capita. The statewide pedestrian and bicycle crash rate is 1:1,443 per capita (using 

2010 and 2011 data). (Sources: TIMS – Palmdale crashes, California 2013 Annual Performance 

Report – California crash statistics, California OTS, 2012 American Community Survey, U.S. 

Census Bureau – California and Palmdale populations). 

3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND PLANNING 

(0 to 15 points) 



Project Name: City of Palmdale - Active Transportation Program Plan 

(Section II to Section IV Pages: 20 total pages of 20 maximum pages) 

Project Name: City of Palmdale - Active Transportation Program Plan 33

A. Describe the community based public participation process that culminated in 
the project proposal or plan, such as noticed meetings/public hearings, 
consultation with stakeholders, etc. 

The City of Palmdale recognizes that a bikeway network enhances the quality of life for 

residents and visitors to the City. In January 1993, the City of Palmdale’s General Plan was 

adopted. The General Plan contains the Parks, Recreation and Trails Element that governs the 

Bicycle Plan. This plan was adopted in accordance with the California Government Code, 

Section 65351 which states that opportunities for involvement of citizens and community groups 

be provided during preparation of the General Plan. 

The City of Palmdale’s Bicycle Plan is an extension of the General Plan. The Palmdale Bicycle 

Plan evolved from numerous studies and public hearings involving a Citizen Advisory 

Committee, the Planning Commission and the City Council. All issues and concerns identified 

during the public hearing process were evaluated, addressed, and were subsequently incorporated 

into the Palmdale Bicycle Plan. 

The City of Palmdale regularly works with Palmdale School District on identifying issues though 

a suggested route to school program. The City regularly meets with individual school principals 

and PTA members to discuss school area traffic issues. The City takes a proactive role in 

pedestrian and bicycle safety by offering bicycle rodeos, and doing “Safe Moves City” events in 

public schools through the Office of Public Safety.  The main goals of these programs are to: 

 Reduce the rate of fatal and injury collisions 

 Increase awareness of safe pedestrian, bicycling and driving practices 

 Increase compliance in seat belt, child safety seat, and bicycle helmet usage 

 Reduce the rate of pedestrian and bicycle fatalities and injuries, especially among 

children. 
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The Pedestrian Safety program is targeted for elementary school children. Adult crossing guards 

are provided near schools to assist children in safely crossing streets. 

The City is in regular contact with the Antelope Valley Trails, Recreation and Environmental 

Committee (AVTREC) regarding potential trail grants, especially for equestrian trails and 

facility improvements, including Barrel Springs and Tejon Park (which the City owns but is 

operated by an outside equestrian group). 

In addition, the City of Palmdale conducted a Strategic Plan in 2013, which addressed active 

transportation in the city. Public comments include increasing connectivity as well as connecting 

youth centers such as parks and schools. Specific facilities were also addressed, which 

underscores the need for a comprehensive Active Transportation Plan. 

It is planned that the proposed Active Transportation Plan will go through a similar public 

participation process as the Bicycle Transportation Plan. 

B. Describe the local participation process that resulted in the identification and 
prioritization of the project. 

In recent years, the City of Palmdale has had a desire to consolidate all of its non-motorized 

transportation and recreational modes into one single plan. The proposed Active Transportation 

Plan will do just that. The current General Plan supports this endeavor: 

Circulation Element 

 GOAL C3: Encourage use of non-vehicular transportation throughout the Planning Area. 

Parks, Recreation, and Trails Element 
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 Objective PRT1.6: To the extent feasible, incorporate active parks in the City's open 

space network and trails plan. 

o Policy PRT1.6.1: Provide trail linkages through active park sites to connect 

nearby equestrian and multi-use trails, and bikeways. 

o Policy PRT3.1.1: Encourage the placement of multi-use trails or Class I bikeways 

adjacent to or within open space corridors, except that the placement of these 

trails should not compromise the preservation of any sensitive environmental 

resources which may be present in the open space area. 

 GOAL PRT4: Develop a system of multi-use trails which provide connections to the 

County trails system and the City of Lancaster trails system. 

o Objective PRT4.1: Provide multi-use trails, for use by pedestrians, bicyclists and 

equestrians, connecting to existing or currently planned multi-use trails. 

 Policy PRT4.1.1: Adopt the Multi-use Trails Plan, which shall delineate 

the multi-use trails system for the City of Palmdale. The trails plan shall 

include all trails shown within the Planning Area, including those trails 

designated by Los Angeles County. Examine the feasibility of extending 

the multi-use trail system along the Southern Pacific Railroad, the 

Palmdale Ditch, and Amargosa and Ana Verde Creeks. 

 Policy PRT 4.1.2: Prepare a trail alignment study to establish specific trail 

alignments and construction phasing for the trails depicted on the Multi-

use Trails Plan. The trail alignment study should consider the impact of 
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trail users on sites along the trail which may contain potentially sensitive 

environmental resources. 

 Policy PRT4.1.3: Where feasible, provide trail connections from the 

backbone trail system to such features as schools, parks, and open space 

areas to provide off-street access. 

 Policy PRT4.1.4: Adopt the trail design standards, which set forth the 

standards for trail easements, including minimum trail widths and 

clearances, maximum grades and road crossing details, and lists 

acceptable construction materials. 

 Policy PRT4.1.5: Provide trail support facilities, such as benches, trash 

cans and trail heads/staging areas, as needed throughout the multi-use 

trails network. 

 Policy PRT4.1.6: To enhance educational opportunities, place interpretive 

signage along multi-use trails at appropriate locations to describe 

important local natural history and sites of historic interest. 

 Policy PRT4.1.7: On certain trail segments which lead to interesting 

locations or view points, provide a paved path adjacent to the trail grade to 

improve access for wheelchairs or persons with mobility impairments, and 

provide signage for visually-impaired persons. 

The City of Palmdale plans to initiate an update of the General Plan within the next two years, 

where it is anticipated that the proposed Active Transportation Plan will be fully incorporated 

into the revised General Plan. 
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Additionally, the City of Palmdale conducted a Strategic Plan in 2013. This plan elaborated on 

those goals and policies already developed in the General Plan. In the Strategic Plan, the City of 

Palmdale made it a strategic goal to work with Antelope Valley Transit Authority to ensure 

access to the facilities was adequate, as well as to implement the Bikeway Trails Plan, which 

would identify infrastructure needs, as well as facilitate grant funding for these projects. 

Through these local participation efforts, the need for creating a comprehensive Active 

Transportation Plan was identified. 

C. Is the project cost over $1 Million? Y/N 

N 

If Yes- is the project Prioritized in an adopted city or county bicycle 
transportation plan, pedestrian plan, safe routes to school plan, active 
transportation plan, trail plan,  circulation element of a general plan, or other 
publicly approved plan that incorporated elements of an active transportation 
plan?  Y/N 

N 

4. COST EFFECTIVENESS 

(0 to 10 points) 

A. Describe the alternatives that were considered.  Discuss the relative costs and 
benefits of all the alternatives and explain why the nominated one was 
chosen. 

Several alternatives were evaluated to reduce the projected cost of the Active Transportation 

Plan. For the Safe Routes to School portion of the proposed Active Transportation Plan, it was 

determined that the school districts would be in the most effective position to administer 

educational and outreach programs. The City would still take the lead on developing suggested 

routes to school, and identifying gaps in the school route network as part of its broader Active 
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Transportation Plan. Additionally, it was determined that the need to update the Bicycle 

Transportation Plan would be satisfied by including all active transportation modes (including 

commuter and recreational) into one large Active Transportation Plan. Thus, the City has been 

seeking ways to make its planning process less expensive as well as more effective. 

B. Calculate the ratio of the benefits of the project relative to both the total 
project cost and funds requested. 

The projects have the potential to reduce crashes and therefore have a benefit to society. To be 

consistent with the “Local Roadway Safety Manual for California’s Local Roadway Owners” 

used for HSIP, it is expected that the countermeasures presented will reduce 10-year crashes by 

5%. Benefit values were obtained from “Caltrans Life Cycle Benefit-Cost Analysis Economic 

Parameters 2012”, fatalities and injuries are valued at $4,400,000 and $221,400 respectively. 

Benefit / Total Project Cost: $57,645,400 (161 injuries, 5 fatalities) x 5% / $595,000 = 4.84 

Benefit / Funds Requested: $57,645,400 (161 injuries, 5 fatalities) x 5% / $595,000 = 4.84 

5. IMPROVED PUBLIC HEALTH 

(0 to 10 points) 

A. Describe how the project will improve public health, i.e. through the 
targeting of populations who have a high risk factor for obesity, physical 
inactivity, asthma, or other health issues. 

The proposed project will improve public health by targeting populations with high health risk 

factors, and specifically, children and the most economically disadvantaged communities within 

Palmdale. 

According to the 2005 California Health Interview Survey, 14.5% of residents in the Antelope 

Valley area of Los Angeles County have been diagnosed with asthma. Per the 2009 survey, 
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21.7% of children with asthma have missed 5 or more days of school because of this disease. Per 

the same survey, 1 out of every 7.5 children (13.3%) in the Antelope Valley area of Los Angeles 

County are overweight. 

A 5% increase in neighborhood walkability was associated with 32.1% more minutes devoted to 

physically active travel (Source: Lawrence, Frank D., Sallis, James F., Conway, Terry L., 

Chapman, James E., Saelens, Brian E. and Bachman, William. “Many Pathways from Land Use 

to Health. Associations between Neighborhood Walkability and Active Transportation, Body 

Mass Index, and Air Quality.” Journal of the American Planning Association. 72.1 (2006): 75-

87). 

The proposed ATP will encourage residents to engage in active transportation modes such as 

walking or bicycling. Additionally, the plan will identify infrastructure needs to facilitate these 

activities. One of the goals of the plan will be to target disadvantaged communities within 

Palmdale to engage in walking or biking (at least 20 minutes per day for 5 days of the week). 

Generally this would be children who live within one mile of the school for Safe Routes to 

School. 

Recent epidemiological research suggests that near road traffic-related pollution may cause 

chronic disease. Childhood asthma attributable to air pollution in 10 European cities was 

estimated by calculating the number of cases of 1) asthma caused by near road traffic-related 

pollution, and 2) acute asthma events related to urban air pollution levels. The researchers then 

expanded their approach to include coronary heart diseases in adults (Source: Perez L, Declercq 

C, Aguilera I, et al. (2013). Chronic burden of near-roadway traffic pollution in 10 European 

cities (APHEKOM network). Eur Respir J. 2013 Mar 21). 
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The proposed Active Transportation Plan will also encourage and facilitate access to public 

transit, which in turn will lead to a reduction in air pollution. These reductions will result in a 

decrease in health problems that may be triggered by pollution, such as asthma. 

Another goal of the Active Transportation Plan is to reduce the number of vehicles using 

roadways. At schools, this would involve targeting parents in vehicles picking up or dropping off 

children, especially for children living within 1.5 miles from their school. Palmdale School 

District, as a policy, does not provide general bussing for these students who live within a 1.5-

mile radius. Idling vehicles produce higher than average amounts of pollutants, which are then 

concentrated around schools. Providing opportunities for children to walk safely will reduce the 

number of vehicles waiting to pick up or drop off children, as well as on the roadway. 

6. BENEFIT TO DISADVANTAGED COMMUNITIES 

(0 to 10 points) 

A. I.  Is the project located in a disadvantaged community?  Y/N                     Y 

A. II. Does the project significantly benefit a disadvantaged community? Y/N  Y 

a. Which criteria does the project meet? (Answer all that apply) 

Median household income for the community benefited by the project: 

Does not meet 

California Communities Environmental Health Screen Tool (CalEnvironScreen) 
score for the community benefited by the project: 

Zip code 93550: CalEnvironScreen score 40.69, 91-100th percentile highest score 

Zip code 93551:  (Not within 90th percentile highest scores) 

Zip code 93552:  (Not within 90th percentile highest scores) 

Zip code 93591:  (Not within 90th percentile highest scores) 
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For projects that benefit public school students, percentage of students eligible 
for the Free or Reduced Price Meals Programs: 

Tumbleweed Elementary School:  93.06%  

Desert Rose Elementary School:  86.93% 

Palm Tree Elementary School:  90.32% 

Barrel Springs Elementary School:  84.22%  

Buena Vista Elementary School:  80.3%  

Cactus Intermediate School:   84.5%  

Chaparral Elementary School:  87.61%  

Cimarron Elementary School:   83.63%  

David G. Millen Intermediate School: (Not greater than 75%) 

Desert Willow Intermediate School:  80.65%  

Dos Caminos Elementary School:  (Not greater than 75%)  

Golden Poppy Elementary School:  78.91%  

Joshua Hills Elementary School:  88.43%  

Juniper Intermediate School:   86.59%  

Manzanita Elementary School:  94.21%  

Mesquite Elementary School:   86.09%  

Ocotillo Elementary School:   72.43%  

Quail Valley Elementary School:  84.04%  

Shadow Hills Intermediate School:  79.54%  

Summerwind Elementary School:  77.39%  

Yucca Elementary School:   95.59%  
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b. Should the community benefitting from the project be considered 
disadvantaged based on criteria not specified in the program guidelines? If 
so, provide data for all criteria above and a quantitative assessment of why 
the community should be considered disadvantaged. 

No. One or more of the above criteria are satisfied. 

B. Describe how the project demonstrates a clear benefit to a disadvantaged 
community and what percentage of the project funding will benefit that 
community, for projects using the school based criteria describe specifically 
the school students and community will benefit. 

This project clearly meets the criteria of a disadvantaged community.  The entire project lies 

within disadvantaged zip codes and school areas.  Most schools within the City of Palmdale are 

well within the criteria for the free and reduced lunch program.  Therefore, 100% of the cost of 

the project will improve walking and bicycling for disadvantaged residents.  These communities 

will benefit 100% from increased mobility and transportation opportunities provided by this 

project. 

7. USE OF CALIFORNIA CONSERVATION CORPS (CCC) OR A CERTIFIED 
COMMUNITY CONSERVATION CORPS 

(0 to -5 points) 

A. The applicant has coordinated with the CCC to identify how a state 
conservation corps can be a partner of the project?  Y/N                          

Y 

Name, e-mail, and phone # of the person contacted and the date the information was 
submitted to them: 

Virginia Clark, Virginia.clark@ccc.ca.gov, (916) 341-3147, submitted 5/6/14 (e-mail and hard 

copy) 
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B. The applicant has coordinated with a representative from the California 
Association of Local Conservation Corps (CALCC) to identify how a 
certified community conservation corps can be a partner of the project?  Y/N  

Y 

Name, e-mail, and phone # of the person contacted and the date the information was 
submitted to them: 

Cynthia Vitale, calocalcorps@gmail.com, (916) 558-1516, submitted 5/6/14 (e-mail and hard 

copy) 

C. The applicant intends to utilize the CCC or a certified community 
conservation corps on all items where participation is indicated?  Y/N      Y 

I have coordinated with a representative of the CCC; and the following are project 
items that they are qualified to partner on: 

Per e-mail dated 5/16/14, Virginia Clark indicated that CCC is not interested in partnering on this 

project. 

I have coordinated with a representative of the CALCC; and the following are 
project items that they are qualified to partner on: 

CALCC has declined to participate due to geographical location of program. 

8. APPLICANT’S PERFORMANCE ON PAST GRANTS 

(0 to -10 points) 

A. Describe any of your agency’s ATP type grant failures during the past 5 
years, and what changes your agency will take in order to deliver this project. 

The City of Palmdale has performed satisfactorily on all ATP-like grants within the last 5 years. 

The City has a track record of delivering quality Safe Routes to School Projects.  Currently, the 

City is working on several federal and state Safe Routes projects at various locations that are in 

good standing.  
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V. PROJECT PROGRAMMING REQUEST 

  



V. PROJECT PROGRAMMING REQUEST

Notes:
o
o

o
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DTP-0001 (Revised July 2013)

End Closeout Phase (Closeout Report)

End Environmental Phase (PA&ED Milestone)
Begin Design (PS&E) Phase
End Design Phase (Ready to List for Advertisement Milestone)
Begin Right of Way Phase

Right of Way

Non-MPO

Project Title

Project ID

End Right of Way Phase (Right of Way Certification Milestone)
Begin Construction Phase (Contract Award Milestone)

PS&E

Construction

Mike Behen

PPNO

County Project Sponsor/Lead Agency

City of Palmdale

EA

PM Bk PM Ahd

07

VAR

Project Manager/Contact

LA

Local Assistance

NADraft Project Report

Route/Corridor

10/01/14
11/01/14

Proposed
NA

Project Milestone

District

PA&ED

NA

05/01/15

02/27/15

Implementing Agency
City of Palmdale
City of Palmdale
City of Palmdale

Begin Environmental (PA&ED) Phase

This project was awarded Cycle 1 ATP funds. Develop Active Transportation plan including pedestrian, trails, 
SRTS.

STATE OF CALIFORNIA ● DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

PROJECT PROGRAMMING REQUEST

Date: 5/20/14

General Instructions

City of Palmdale city limits. Develop planning document to plan for active transportation use and identify 
infrastructure needs.

MPO

Location, Project Limits, Description, Scope of Work See page 2

City of Palmdale -Active Transportation Program Plan

MPO ID TCRP No.

For individuals with sensory disabilities, this document is available in alternate formats.  For information call (916) 654-6410 or TDD 
(916) 654-3880 or write Records and Forms Management, 1120 N Street, MS-89, Sacramento, CA 95814.

NA
NA
02/28/15

NA

E-mail Address

Project Study Report Approved

Component

Phone

(661) 267-5300

Includes Bike/Ped ImprovementsIncludes ADA Improvements

Element

mbehen@cityofpalmdale.org

Supports Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) Goals Reduces Greenhouse Gas Emissions

City of Palmdale
Purpose and Need See page 2

Project Benefits See page 2
Promote safe walking environment, reduce greenhouse gases, decrease fuel consumption, plan for future 
projects.

End Construction Phase (Construction Contract Acceptance Milestone)

CE/CEDocument TypeCirculate Draft Environmental Document

ADA Notice

05/01/16
05/31/16

Begin Closeout Phase

New Project
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DTP-0001 (Revised July 2013) Date: 5/20/14

District EA
07

Project Title:

Component Prior 14/15 15/16 16/17 17/18 18/19 19/20+ Total

E&P (PA&ED)

PS&E

R/W SUP (CT)

CON SUP (CT)

R/W

CON 250 345 595

TOTAL 250 345 595

Fund No. 1:

Component Prior 14/15 15/16 16/17 17/18 18/19 19/20+ Total

E&P (PA&ED)

PS&E

R/W SUP (CT)

CON SUP (CT)

R/W

CON 250 345 595

TOTAL 250 345 595

Fund No. 2:

Component Prior 14/15 15/16 16/17 17/18 18/19 19/20+ Total

E&P (PA&ED)

PS&E

R/W SUP (CT)

CON SUP (CT)

R/W

CON

TOTAL

Fund No. 3:

Component Prior 14/15 15/16 16/17 17/18 18/19 19/20+ Total

E&P (PA&ED)

PS&E

R/W SUP (CT)

CON SUP (CT)

R/W

CON

TOTAL

STATE OF CALIFORNIA ● DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Route TCRP No.

PROJECT PROGRAMMING REQUEST

County Project ID PPNO

City of Palmdale -Active Transportation Program Plan

VARLA

Program Code

Proposed Funding ($1,000s)

 Non-Infrastructure

Proposed Total Project Cost ($1,000s) Notes

Funding Agency

ATP Plan Program Code

Proposed Funding ($1,000s)

Funding Agency

Caltrans

Funding Agency

Program Code

Proposed Funding ($1,000s)

2 of 4
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District EA
07

Project Title:

STATE OF CALIFORNIA ● DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Route TCRP No.

PROJECT PROGRAMMING REQUEST

County Project ID PPNO

City of Palmdale -Active Transportation Program Plan

VARLA

Fund No. 4:

Component Prior 14/15 15/16 16/17 17/18 18/19 19/20+ Total

E&P (PA&ED)

PS&E

R/W SUP (CT)

CON SUP (CT)

R/W

CON

TOTAL

Fund No. 5:

Component Prior 14/15 15/16 16/17 17/18 18/19 19/20+ Total

E&P (PA&ED)

PS&E

R/W SUP (CT)

CON SUP (CT)

R/W

CON

TOTAL

Fund No. 6:

Component Prior 14/15 15/16 16/17 17/18 18/19 19/20+ Total

E&P (PA&ED)

PS&E

R/W SUP (CT)

CON SUP (CT)

R/W

CON

TOTAL

Fund No. 7:

Component Prior 14/15 15/16 16/17 17/18 18/19 19/20+ Total

E&P (PA&ED)

PS&E

R/W SUP (CT)

CON SUP (CT)

R/W

CON

TOTAL

Program Code

Program Code

Proposed Funding ($1,000s)

Proposed Funding ($1,000s)

Funding Agency

Proposed Funding ($1,000s)

Funding Agency

Funding Agency

Program Code

Funding Agency

Program Code

Proposed Funding ($1,000s)

3 of 4
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District EA
07

Project Title:

STATE OF CALIFORNIA ● DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Route TCRP No.

PROJECT PROGRAMMING REQUEST

County Project ID PPNO

City of Palmdale -Active Transportation Program Plan

VARLA

Fund No. 8:

Component Prior 14/15 15/16 16/17 17/18 18/19 19/20+ Total

E&P (PA&ED)

PS&E

R/W SUP (CT)

CON SUP (CT)

R/W

CON

TOTAL

Fund No. 9:

Component Prior 14/15 15/16 16/17 17/18 18/19 19/20+ Total

E&P (PA&ED)

PS&E

R/W SUP (CT)

CON SUP (CT)

R/W

CON

TOTAL

Fund No. 10:

Component Prior 14/15 15/16 16/17 17/18 18/19 19/20+ Total

E&P (PA&ED)

PS&E

R/W SUP (CT)

CON SUP (CT)

R/W

CON

TOTAL

Program Code

Proposed Funding ($1,000s)

Funding Agency

Program Code

Proposed Funding ($1,000s)

Funding Agency

Funding Agency

Program Code

Proposed Funding ($1,000s)

4 of 4
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VI. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 

  



VI. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

FUNDING SUMMARY

ATP Funds being requested by Phase      Amount

Total for ALL Phases $

All Non-ATP fund types on this project*      Amount

ATP Work Specific Funding Breakdown      Amount

ALLOCATION/AUTHORIZATION REQUESTS SCHEDULE

      Proposed Allocation Date Proposed Authorization (E-76) Date

Project name: City of Palmdale - Active Transportation Program Plan

0
0
0

595,000
595,000

n/a 0
0
0
0
0
0

595,000
Yes

595,000
0
0

0
0

01/01/2015 02/28/2015
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VII. NON-INFRASTRUCTURE SCHEDULE INFORMATION 

 

  



VII. NON-INFRASTRUCTURE SCHEDULE INFORMATION

Start Date  End Date   Task/Deliverables

Project name: City of Palmdale - Active Transportation Program Plan

01/01/2015 07/01/2015 Active Transportation Plan:

01/01/2015 07/01/2015 Complete Streets Plan - improve safety for pedestrians and cyclists,  

walking and bicycling for health, lower transportation costs for families,

improve public health, reducing VMT and GhG, make roadways look and

function better, support economic competitiveness and business investment 

01/01/2015 07/01/2015 Pedestrian Plan - Promotion of health and fitness, Public education and

enforcement programs, Identification of improvements, availability and 

condition of sidewalks, lighting, and bus stop amenities, outreach

01/01/2015 07/01/2015 Bicycle Plan - Promotion of health and fitness, Public education and

enforcement programs, Identification of improvements, availability and 

condition of bicycle transportation facilities, racks, showers, outreach

01/01/2015 07/01/2015 Trails Plan - Focus on recreational trails and trail use, including equestrian, 

Increase and improve the quality of trail activity opportunities,

Guide the allocation of trail program funds and other resources for

appropriate trail uses and needs, Provide recommended actions 

to address the top priority trail activity, Linkage to LA County and City of

Lancaster, Identification of Trail heads, access , and outreach

01/01/2015 07/01/2015 Safe Routes to School Plan - 

suggested SR2S routes, evaluation of recent improvements

for school district, outreach

07/01/2015 12/01/2015 Identify Improvements - include sidewalks, shared use paths, traffic control

signals, exclusive bicycle paths, bicycle lanes, bicycle routes, paved 

shoulders, street trees and landscaping, planting strips, accessible curb

ramps, crosswalks, refuge islands, pedestrian signals, signs, street furniture,

bicycle parking facilities, public transportation stops and facilities, 

transit signal prioritization, and other features assisting in the provision of

safe travel for all users.

12/01/2015 05/01/2016 Performace Measures - before and after analysis methodology
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VIII. APPLICATION SIGNATURES 
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IX. ADDITIONAL APPLICATION ATTACHMENTS 

1. Vicinity/Location map 

2. Estimate breakdown of Active Transportation Plan 

3. List of approved documents, links, and excerpts 

4. Documentation of public participation process 

a. List of referenced planning documents and links 

b. Excerpts from planning documents 

c. PDFs of referenced documents (CD only) 

5. Additional documentation 

a. Traffic data 

i. Crash data 

b. Correspondence 

i. CCC 

ii. CALCC 

6. Demographic statistics 

7. Miscellaneous support documents and maps 



Page 8 of 8

VIII. ADDITIONAL APPLICATION ATTACHMENTS

Check all attachments included with this application.

Vicinity/Location Map- REQUIRED for all IF Projects
North Arrow
Label street names and highway route numbers
Scale

Photos and/or Video of Existing Location- REQUIRED for all IF Projects
Minimum of one labeled color photo of the existing project location
Minimum photo size 3 x 5 inches
Optional video and/or time-lapse

Preliminary Plans- REQUIRED for Construction phase only
Must include a north arrow
Label the scale of the drawing
Typical Cross sections where applicable with property or right-of-way lines
Label street names, highway route numbers and easements

Detailed Engineer’s Estimate- REQUIRED for Construction phase only
Estimate must be true and accurate. Applicant is responsible for verifying costs prior to  
submittal
Must show a breakdown of all bid items by unit and cost. Lump Sum may only be used per  
industry standards
Must identify all items that ATP will be funding
Contingency is limited to 10% of funds being requested
Evaluation required under the ATP guidelines is not a reimbursable item

Documentation of the partnering maintenance agreement- Required with the application if an entity,   
other than the applicant, is going to assume responsibility for the operation and maintenance of the  
facility  

  Documentation of the partnering implementation agreement-Required with the application if an
entity, other than the applicant, is going to implement the project.   

Letters of Support from Caltrans (Required for projects on the State Highway System(SHS))

Digital copy of or an online link to an approved plan (bicycle, pedestrian, safe routes to school,  
active transportation, general, recreation, trails, city/county or regional master plan(s), technical  
studies, and/or environmental studies (with environmental commitment record or list of mitigation  
measures), if applicable. Include/highlight portions that are applicable to the proposed project.

Documentation of the public participation process (required)

Letter of Support from impacted school- when the school isn’t the applicant or partner on the  
application (required)

Additional documentation, letters of support, etc (optional)

Project name:
City of Palmdale - Active Transportation Program Plan

57
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City of Palmdale Bicycle Transportation Plan 

(not available online) 

 

City of Palmdale Strategic Plan 2013 

(not available online) 

 

Los Angeles MTA (Metro) Bicycle Transportation Plan 

http://media.metro.net/projects_studies/bikeway_planning/images/Bicycle_Transportation_Strategic_
Plan‐June_2006.pdf 

 

City of Palmdale General Plan, Circulation Element 

http://www.cityofpalmdale.org/departments/planning/general_plan/04‐Circulation.pdf 
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17

Section 2

(j) Proposed Project List & Priorities

Bicycle Transportation Account Requirement:
A description of the projects proposed in the plan and a listing of their priorities for 
implementation.

Comment
According to Metro’s BTA Compliance Documents, the City of Palmdale does not fulfill 
the BTA requirements (Page 12, Table 2, column j of BTA Documents).  Therefore, 
supplemental information is required.

Supplemental Information

List of Proposed Improvements and Anticipated 
Implementation Date

Priority

Implementation of Palmdale Metrolink Bike-Transit Hub Plan 
(2006-2007)

1

Sierra Highway Bikeway and Pedestrian Over Crossing at Avenue 
Q and Railroad Tracks (2007-2008)

2

Clock Tower Plaza Bikeway from Palmdale Transportation Center 
to Avenue Q (2007-2008)

3

Avenue S Class I Bikeway, Phase 2 – from Swan Drive to Sheffield 
Drive and Desert Lawn Drive to 37th Street East (2007-2008)

4

Rancho Vista Boulevard Class I Bikeway from Sierra Highway to 
30th Street East  (2008-2009)

5

Avenue R Class II Bikeway from Sierra Highway to 30th Street East 
(2009-2010)

6

Amargosa Creek Class I Bikeway from 25th Street West to 10th

Street West (2008-2009)
7
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* = High Priority  15 

 
  

Actions 
Deliverable/ 

Completion Metric 
Responsible 
Department 

Expected 
Completion 

* W.1.2. Coordinate with PWD, 
LaCoWWD to develop retrofit water 
conservation programs for existing 
properties 

Program 
development/ 
implementation 

Public Works/ 
Administration 

June 2009 

 W.1.3. Pursue development of the 
Upper Amargosa Recharge Project 

Funding obtained, 
construction 
underway 

Public Works December 
2009 

* W.1.4. Pursue development of recycled 
water line to support the Power Plant 

Obtain funding for the 
design 

Public Works June 2009 

 W.1.5. Implement Drywell Monitoring 
Program to enhance water quality 

Complete Drywell 
Inventory 

Public Works June 2009 

 
 

4.  Transportation 

Stakeholder Comments:  Comments on transportation fell into three general categories: 
Palmdale Regional Airport, Public Transportation and other Traffic, Congestion and 
Circulation Issues.  These issues are outlined below: 
 

Airport 
• Expand PMD, encourage more travelers from the Santa Clarita and San 

Fernando Valleys 
• Develop the High Desert Corridor (I-5 to I-15 segment) to promote 

development and use of the airport 
 

Public Transportation  
• AVTA-expand routes  
• All modes of Public Transportation—improve integration, provide greater 

accessibility, increase hours of operation and better address senior citizen 
needs 

 
Traffic, Congestion and Circulation Issues 
• Address traffic congestion on Palmdale Boulevard at the railroad tracks 
• Pedestrians—improve shopping center designs to be more pedestrian 

friendly and provide pedestrian education 
• Reduce speed limits throughout the city. 
• Construct railroad grade separations at Avenues Q, S and P  

 
More comments on transportation are provided in Exhibit II. 

 
Mission Reference:  quality of life Mission 5.   

 
Strategic Goal Transportation 1:  Continue to prioritize regional transportation 
linkages, particularly Palmdale Regional Airport (PMD) and the High Desert 
Corridor. 
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* = High Priority  16 

 
Strategic Goal Transportation 2:  Work with AVTA, Metro and other public 
transportation providers to ensure transit services are available to meet 
community needs. 
 
Strategic Goal Transportation 3:  Ensure traffic congestion is minimized and 
traffic safety maximized for drivers throughout the community.  

 
 
  

Actions 
Deliverable/ 

Completion Metric 
Responsible 
Department 

Expected 
Completion 

Transportation 1. Continue to prioritize regional transportation linkages, particularly Palmdale 
Regional Airport (PMD) and the High Desert Corridor. 

* T.1.1. Coordinate and collaborate with 
Caltrans and Metro to promote the 
design and construction of the High 
Desert Corridor. Completing of the 
project will require the preparation of 
an Environmental Impact Report (EIR), 
design of the project, funding the 
project, obtaining right-of-way (R/W), 
preparation of the Project a study and 
Estimate (PS&E), and construction. 

EIR 
Design 
Funding 
R/W 
PS&E 
Construction 

PW 2008-2013 
2013 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 

* T.1.2. Continue to support air service at 
LA/Palmdale Regional Airport 

Participation in Wheel 
Up Palmdale 

Econ. Dev. Ongoing 

 

Transportation 2. Work with AVTA, Metro and other public transportation providers to ensure transit 
services are available to meet community needs. 

 T.2.1. Attend Article 8 Public Hearings 
to assess the needs of the community 
and to work closely with AVTA to 
improve interagency relationship 

Public Hearings 
Attended 

PW Annual; First 
Completion - 
July 2009 

 T.2.2. Work with Metro to install an 
electronic informational kiosk at the 
Transportation Center to aid residents 
with identifying mass transit options 

Kiosk Installation PW December 
2008 

 T.2.3. Attend AVTA-Board and AVTA 
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) 
Meetings to improve dialogue and 
communications 

Attendance to AVTA-
Board and AVTA-
TAC Meetings 

PW Ongoing 
(monthly) 

 

Transportation 3. Ensure traffic congestion is minimized and traffic safety maximized for drivers 
throughout the community. 

 T.3.1. Minimize railroad crossing 
failures along Union Pacific and 
Metrolink tracks 

Record failures when 
reported to City and 
report failure to Union 
Pacific Metrolink 

PW Immediately 
following the 
report of a 
failure 

* T.3.2. Increase the installation of new 
traffic signals throughout the City by 3 
signals annually 

3 Additional 
Signals/Year 

PW Annually; 
First to 
complete by 
July 2009 
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Actions 
Deliverable/ 

Completion Metric 
Responsible 
Department 

Expected 
Completion 

 C.5.2. Provide all public forms and 
applications on City Web site 

Continue to add 
forms for public use 
on Internet from All 
departments. 

ALL/IS Ongoing 

 C.5.3. Integrate all technology with City 
GIS to enhance services 

Develop 
Implementation Plan 
for System 
Integration 

B&S, IS, PW, 
Planning 

August 2008. 

 C.5.4.  Utilize Channel 27 through 
programming and slides to 
communicate vital messages to the 
community 

Program 
Implementation 

Communications Ongoing 

 C.5.5. Launch and maintain Palmdale 
Prospector (Web based Business 
Expansion Relocation Tool) 

Program 
Implementation 

Econ. Dev./IS. September 
2008 

* C.5.6. Improve and enhance City Web 
site to communicate with public 

Web site Capabilities IS/ 
Communications 

Ongoing 

 

Community 6. Seek collaboration with businesses and non-profits to create more opportunities and 
activities for the community. 

 C.6.1. Expand regional events by 
working with PRCA Rodeo and soccer 
groups to facilitate tournaments 

Events and 
Tournaments 

Parks & Recreation  

* C.6.2. Support the Palmdale Space 
Shuttle Acquisition Team (PSAT) 
efforts to bring a retired orbiter home to 
Palmdale for public display 

1) Formation of 
Coalition; 2) 
Participation in 
Coalition 

Administration/ Econ. 
Dev. 

Ongoing 

 

10.  Recreation/Parks/Trails/Open Space 

Stakeholder Comments:  A number of stakeholders requested more equestrian trails 
and bike paths.  Increased recreation programs and park amenities were also important 
topics for participants.  The highest priority comments are listed below: 
 

• Provide bike paths, walking trails and equestrian trails connecting housing 
tracts 

• Protect open space 
• Expand recreation services and provide more classes, programs and special 

events 
• Expand the parks and recreation system 
• Open Desert Sands park in the evenings for community/senior activities 

 
Comments on recreation, trails and open space are provided in Exhibit II. 

 
Mission Reference:  #2, vibrant.   
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* = High Priority  30 

Strategic Goal R1:  Provide a diverse program of activities for residents of all 
ages at all parks and recreation facilities. 
 
Strategic Goal R2:  Continue to coordinate and provide special events and 
programs for citizens. 
 
Strategic Goal R3:  Implement the Opens Space Plan and the Bikeway and 
Trails Plan through the development review process and apply for appropriate 
grant funding to construct new trail facilities, and protect more sensitive open 
space areas. 

 
 
  

Actions 
Deliverable/ 

Completion Metric 
Responsible 
Department 

Expected 
Completion 

Recreation 1. Provide a diverse program of activities for residents of all ages at all parks and 
recreation facilities. 

* R.1.1. Perform necessary tasks for 
development of funded park projects 
including Rancho Vista Park, Sam 
Yellen Park and Warnack Nature Park 

Park Development Parks & 
Recreation/Public 
Works 

2013 

 R.1.2. Develop Hillside Park Park Development Parks & 
Recreation/Public 
Works 

2015 

* R.1.3. Fund and install new thrill ride at 
DryTown Water Park 

Installation of New 
Slide 

Parks & 
Recreation/Public 
Works 

2010 

 R.1.4. Continue to organize, conduct 
and evaluate adult sports programs 

Add two new 
programs as funding 
is available 

Parks & Recreation July 2009 

 R.1.5. Develop program surveys to 
determine participant satisfaction with 
contract service programs and continue 
to expand number of program offerings 
by 5%. 

Surveys Conducted; 
Increase Programs 
by 5% 

Parks & Recreation July /2009 

* R.1.6. Evaluate and expand new 
aquatics programs to attract greater 
use by youth, adults and senior citizens 
by 5% 

Two new programs 
as funding and pool 
space is available 

Parks & Recreation May 2010 

 

Recreation 2. Continue to coordinate and provide special events and programs for citizens. 

 R.2.1. Conduct survey to determine 
excursion destination with highest level 
of interest, provide bus excursion at 
affordable rates while offsetting costs 
to City, and enhance promotion and 
destination of excursions 

Completed Survey/ 
Program Expansion 

Parks & Recreation Ongoing 

 R.2.2. Act as a member of AV Service 
Org. Association to stage annual 
events 

Annual Events Parks & Recreation Ongoing 
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Circulation 
 
 

 
 
Adopted by City Council C-9  
1/25/93 
 

Objective C1.8:  Participate in multi-jurisdictional efforts to upgrade and expand the 
regional road network. 
 

Policy C1.8.1:  Cooperate with other agencies and jurisdictions, including 
Caltrans, Los Angeles County, and adjacent cities, to evaluate the proposed 
solutions to regional transportation issues relating to the City of Palmdale. 
 
Policy C1.8.2:  Coordinate with other jurisdictions to integrate circulation 
networks. 
 
Policy C1.8.3:  Support local, regional, state and federal agencies in identifying 
and implementing funding alternatives for the City’s transportation systems. 
 

Objective C1.9:  Plan for the development of arterial streetscapes which present an 
aesthetically pleasing appearance, promote ease of use for pedestrian and non-
motorized as well as vehicular traffic, and provide maximum public safety through 
design features. 
 

Policy C1.9.1:  Encourage use of landscaping and construction materials which 
discourage graffiti on walls adjacent to public rights-of-way. 
 
Policy C1.9.2:  Encourage the use of street furniture such as seating, light 
standards, trash receptacles and other similar features to establish design 
themes on arterial streets and provide amenities for pedestrians, where 
appropriate. 
 
Policy C1.9.3:  Promote unified treatment of arterial streets with respect to 
medians and parkway treatment, where appropriate.  Where a design theme has 
been established on an arterial street through existing or planned development, 
promote the extension of that theme along other portions of the street, where 
feasible and appropriate. 
 

GOAL C2:  Reduce the number of trips and vehicle miles traveled by individuals 
within the Planning Area, to meet regional transportation and air quality goals. 
 
Objectives C2.1:  Encourage development and implementation of a variety of 
measures to reduce trips and vehicle miles traveled by existing and future residents and 
workers within the Planning Area. 
 

Policy C2.1.1:  Require Transportation Demand Management Plans from major 
employers, as defined by the Air Quality Management District and the 
Congestion Management Plan. 
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  Circulation 
 
 

 
 
 C-10 Adopted by City Council 
  1/25/93 
 

 
Policy C2.1.2:  Promote the use of ridesharing by providing safe and convenient 
park-and-ride facilities, accessible to mass transit facilities where available, and 
by providing public information programs for commuters. 
 
Policy C2.1.3:  Require residential developments to contribute towards City 
programs to reduce vehicle trips. 
 
Policy C2.1.4:  Provide incentives for trip reduction measures. 
 
Policy C2.1.5:  Ensure compliance with the County’s Congestion Management 
Plan. 
 
Policy C2.1.6:  Promote alternative means of trip reduction, including 
telecommuting. 
 

Objective C2.2:  Increase the public transit opportunities available to Palmdale 
residents in order to reduce traffic impacts on streets and highways and provide travel 
alternatives. 
 

Policy C2.2.1:  Promote public transit operations within the Planning Area, and 
work with transit operators to coordinate schedules, services, service routes and 
fares. 
 
Policy C2.2.2:  Promote the use of public transit by facilitating dedication of 
access routes and construction of safe and convenient stops with sufficient 
parking. 
 
Policy C2.2.3:  Encourage location of bikeways and storage areas which are 
integrated with public transit facilities. 
 
Policy C2.2.4:  Encourage development of regional rail transit serving the 
Palmdale area. 
 
Policy C2.2.5:  Require provision of bus turnouts for new development, where 
deemed to be appropriate in consultation with the transit authority. 
 
Policy C2.2.6:  Establish a regional transportation center within the City, 
conveniently located to maximize access to downtown and major commercial 
centers, which will accommodate a variety of public transportation uses including 
rail, bus, and shuttle service. 
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Circulation 
 
 

 
 
Adopted by City Council C-11  
1/25/93 
 

GOAL C3:  Encourage use of non-vehicular transportation throughout the 
Planning Area. 
 
Objective C3.1:  Minimize the need for short service-oriented vehicle trips through land 
use and design strategies. 
 

Policy C3.1.1:  Schools, parks and neighborhoods uses should be located within 
convenient walking distance to residential developments. 
 
Policy C3.1.2:  Land uses should be arranged in a manner which increases the 
opportunity to utilize alternate forms of transportation, such as transit systems, 
bikeways and pedestrian walkways. 
 
Policy C3.1.3:  Promote bicycle accessibility to all public facilities, including 
parks, schools, and centers of civic activity, to include secure bicycle storage 
areas. 
 
Policy C3.1.4:  Require residential subdivision designs to accommodate 
convenient pedestrian and bicycle access, both on- and off-site. 
 
Policy C3.1.5:  Adopt and implement a bikeway plan as a component of the 
Parks, Recreation and Trails Element. 
 

GOAL C4:  Promote opportunities for rail service to move goods, passengers and 
commuters into and out of the Planning Area. 
 
Objective C4.1.1:  Promote the use of rail service to support industry in the City. 
 

Policy C4.1.1:  Designate industrial land uses in areas with potential for freight 
rail service. 
 
Policy C4.1.2:  Work with the Southern Pacific Transportation Company to 
increase surface street access across the railroad tracks while minimizing 
impacts on rail service. 
 

Objective C4.2:  Encourage extension of passenger rail service to the City of Palmdale. 
 

Policy C4.2.1:  Support regional efforts to connect Palmdale Regional Airport to 
Los Angeles International Airport with a high-speed rail line. 
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Parks, Recreation, 
and Trails 
 
 

 
 
Adopted by City Council PRT-7  
9/24/03 

Policy PRT1.4.2:  Where previous development patterns preclude acquisition of 
large sites, consider developing tot lots or pocket parks to provide neighborhood 
recreation amenities. 

 
Policy PRT1.4.3:  Where unique recreational demands exist, either within a 
neighborhood or city-wide, develop specialty parks, such as equestrian centers, 
sports complexes, amphitheater sites, arboretums or nature centers, to provide 
specific recreational opportunities. 

 
Objective PRT1.5:  Ensure that parks and recreation facilities are accessible to all 
citizens. 
 

Policy PRT1.5.1:  Incorporate all design features, required by the Americans 
With Disabilities Act, which improve access to parks and park facilities for 
handicapped citizens. 

 
Policy PRT1.5.2:  Where necessary, retrofit existing park facilities in order that 
they comply with the provisions of the Americans With Disabilities Act, affecting 
parking and access. 

 
Policy PRT1.5.3:  To the extent practical, provide playground equipment which 
provides recreational opportunities to handicapped children within City parks and 
provide features such as trails and signs for persons who are visually impaired 
and park structures which accommodate persons confined to wheelchairs. 

 
Policy PRT1.5.4:  Where appropriate, provide park facilities which meet the 
recreational needs of senior residents. 

 
Policy PRT1.5.5:  Ensure that parks are designed to promote the safety of all 
park users by incorporating features which discourage crime. 

 
Objective PRT1.6:  To the extent feasible, incorporate active parks in the City's open 
space network and trails plan. 
 

Policy PRT1.6.1:  Provide trail linkages through active park sites to connect 
nearby equestrian and multi-use trails, and bikeways. 

 
Policy PRT1.6.2:  On those park sites with steep slopes or other development 
constraints, leave natural areas for passive recreation pursuits. 
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Parks, Recreation, 
and Trails 
 
 

 
 
Adopted by City Council PRT-11  
9/24/03 

GOAL PRT3: Provide a network of open space areas to provide for passive 
recreation opportunities, enhance the integrity of biological systems, and provide 
visual relief from the developed portions of the City. 
 
Objective PRT3.1:  Encourage the use of open space areas for passive recreation. 
 

Policy PRT3.1.1:  Encourage the placement of multi-use trails or Class I 
bikeways adjacent to or within open space corridors, except that the placement 
of these trails should not compromise the preservation of any sensitive 
environmental resources which may be present in the open space area. 

 
Policy PRT3.1.2:  Provide for access points into open space areas to encourage 
passive recreation activities such as hiking and nature study.  These access 
points should be located at sites which can best tolerate human presence and 
not directly impact sensitive locations such as springs and archaeological sites. 

 
Policy PRT3.1.3:  Provide interpretive information in some locations to enhance 
the educational aspects of passive recreation; however, most open space should 
be left in as natural a state as possible. 

 
Policy PRT3.1.4:  Provide passive landscaped areas, where appropriate, to 
provide informal play areas which complement the play areas located in 
developed parks, and to provide green spaces for other passive recreational 
pursuits. 

 
Objective PRT3.2:  Develop an open space network through preservation of corridors 
along fault zones, natural drainage courses and in hillside areas to connect with the 
large areas of open space designated on the General Plan Land Use Map. 
 

Policy PRT3.2.1:  Adopt the Local Open Space Plan, attached as Appendix A, to 
ensure that development within the City's Planning Area maximizes the potential 
to preserve open space corridors. 

 
Policy PRT3.2.2:  Where appropriate, require the preservation of open space 
areas or open space corridors in areas which are master planned for 
development. 
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 Parks, Recreation, 
 and Trails 
 
 

 
 
 PRT-12 Adopted by City Council 
  9/24/03 
 

GOAL PRT4:  Develop a system of multi-use trails which provide connections to 
the County trails system and the City of Lancaster trails system. 
 
Objective PRT4.1: Provide multi-use trails, for use by pedestrians, bicyclists and 
equestrians, connecting to existing or currently planned multi-use trails. 
 

Policy PRT4.1.1:  Adopt the Multi-use Trails Plan, shown in Exhibit PRT-2, which 
shall delineate the multi-use trails system for the City of Palmdale.  The trails 
plan shall include all trails shown within the Planning Area, including those trails 
designated by Los Angeles County.  Examine the feasibility of extending the 
multi-use trail system along the Southern Pacific Railroad, the Palmdale Ditch, 
and Amargosa and Ana Verde Creeks. 

 
Policy PRT 4.1.2:  Prepare a trail alignment study to establish specific trail 
alignments and construction phasing for the trails depicted on the Multi-use Trails 
Plan.  The trail alignment study should consider the impact of trail users on sites 
along the trail which may contain potentially sensitive environmental resources. 

 
Policy PRT4.1.3:  Where feasible, provide trail connections from the backbone 
trail system shown in Exhibit PRT-2 to such features as schools, parks, and open 
space areas to provide off-street access. 

 
Policy PRT4.1.4:  Adopt the trail design standards, described in Table PRT-2 
and Appendix A, which set forth the standards for trail easements, including 
minimum trail widths and clearances, maximum grades and road crossing 
details, and lists acceptable construction materials. 

 
Policy PRT4.1.5:  Provide trail support facilities, such as benches, trash cans 
and trail heads/staging areas, as needed throughout the multi-use trails network. 

 
Policy PRT4.1.6:  To enhance educational opportunities, place interpretive 
signage along multi-use trails at appropriate locations to describe important local 
natural history and sites of historic interest. 

 
Policy PRT4.1.7:  On certain trail segments which lead to interesting locations or 
view points, provide a paved path adjacent to the trail grade to improve access 
for wheelchairs or persons with mobility impairments, and provide signage for 
visually-impaired persons. 

 
Objective PRT4.2:  Explore various means of acquiring trail easements or rights-of-way 
and pursue all available funding sources to provide trail acquisition and construction. 
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH MEETING NOTES 
 

JANUARY 8/9, 2008 
 
In an effort to expand the opportunity for involvement to the most people possible in the 
City, the City Council hosted two community outreach meetings, one on the eastern 
portion and one in the western portion of Palmdale.  The feedback received was utilized in 
the full day planning session on January 12, 2008 and was used by City staff during the 
Action Planning and implementation processes.  Participants in the two sessions were 
asked to provide input on their vision for Palmdale, as well as their feedback regarding 
things the City does well and ways City services can improve.  Written comments 
submitted were incorporated into the materials listed here. 

What is your vision for Palmdale? 

AESTHETICS 
Illegal Parking/Dumping 

• Establish & enforce laws against illegal 
parking, street parking of motor homes 

• Enforce laws against illegal dumping  
• Establish “no charge” location sites to 

minimize illegal dumping 
• Improved litter pick up. Encourage the 

appreciation of the beauty of the desert 
Street Sweeping 

• Increase frequency & establish signage/ordinance for uninterrupted sweeping 
Property Maintenance 

• CCR’s to enforce maintenance of buildings and landscaping 
• Schedule to address overgrown shrubbery that impedes the public’s right of way 
• Regular maintenance of public property – street signs & roads 
• City program to address vandalism of abandoned/foreclosed homes 

 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

• Education/outreach in Spanish for bicycle & traffic safety 
• Classes/forums to address family and health issues 
• Programs to promote Community Evolution – for friendlier communities  
• Promote responsible pet ownership – address barking dogs, etc. 
• Develop programs to help communities empower themselves against gangs 
• Website for public sharing of commuter activities – regular & occasional trips 

 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

• Encourage more industry to come to Palmdale 
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• Become a “Manufacturing friendly” City – improve City process to expedite the 
lengthy construction process for industrial facilities  – don’t discourage business 

• Encourage development of the airport – Local jobs equals local parents 
 
EDUCATION – Palmdale – “The envied City of Education” 

• Work with the school districts to reduce school overcrowding 
• Encourage construction of vocational and apprenticeship schools 
• Continue/expand partnerships with schools – elementary and high 
• Neighborhood schools within walking distance 
• City involvement to address educational remediation needs – help students prepare 

for life 
• Extend the school day to minimize the number of hours that children remain 

unsupervised  
• Improve safety in schools 

 
EQUESTRIAN/4-H NEEDS 

• Additional events at Barrel Springs 
• Land dedication by developers for facilities/trails 

 
FACILITIES/ACTIVITIES 

• Outdoor activities/centers to promote healthy 
lifestyles, i.e., soccer stadium, indoor skating rink 

• Olympic facilities to encourage “Olympic” athletes 
from Palmdale 

• Dog Parks 
• Cardiology Center, Hospital 
• Onion Festival – rival the Garlic Festival 

 
GREENER/ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY CITY 

• Proactive City 
• Financial assistance for homeowners to purchase 

“green” equipment 
• More emphasis on use of reclaimed water in City 

landscape 
 

HOUSING ISSUES  
• Improve the ratio of owners to renters  
• Balance/control on the number of Section 8 dwellings  
• Housing for the disabled 

 
SENIORS   

• Palmdale – The Retirement Hub of the Region 
• Develop senior/retirement communities (gated/ungated) 
• Single story (smaller) housing for “empty nesters” 
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TRAFFIC/CIRCULATION ISSUES/CONCERNS 
• More right-turn lanes to reduce congestion 
• Pave/extend Division St. (Rancho Vista to Palmdale Blvd.) - better access to 

shopping 
• Avenue P-8 to the Railroad – address circulation deficiencies to reduce delays 
• Evaluate/reduce speed limits on major streets – Avenue S and 25th  

 
TRAILS  

• All varieties of trails needed: bicycle, walking, equestrian 
• Mission Bay, San Diego type trail/recreational area 
• Greater/contiguous trail network to connect routes & communities 
• Connect N, S, E, W Communities; Ritter Ranch to Joshua Ranch 
• 20th St. West. to 10th St. West – improved use and access to avoid congested 

areas near Rancho Vista & Avenue P; Rancho Vista to Trader Joe’s 
• Sierra Highway – from Palmdale west 
• Routes should connect outdoor youth activity areas/locations 
• Preserve recreational trails for mountain biking, access to the mountain bike trail at 

Joshua Ranch 
 
TRANSPORTATION 

• Improved access to activity centers 
(bus or trails) 

• Expansion of the existing public 
transportation system 

• Encourage the development of the 
Palmdale Airport 

• Streets safe for bicycle transportation 
• Dirt bike path that exists along the 

alignment of Amargosa Creek 
between 20th Street West and 10th 
Street West should be paved, extended to 25th Street West/Highland, and opened 
on both ends, so that riders can access Trader Joes’ and other shopping on 10th 
Street West.  The entrance to this path is from a gate along Avenue P-8 just before 
it becomes Summerwind (15th Street West).  There is no entrance from 25th Street 
and the path currently ends behind Trader Joe’s with no access. 

• Bike lanes are needed to connect the Sierra Highway bike tail with the west side of 
Palmdale and to the Avenue S bike trail.  We suggest continuing the bike trail along 
Sierra Highway all the way to Avenue S or using the “old” way of using the bike trail 
to the Transportation Depot then continuing south on 6th Street West (there is a 
bike lane) and cutting over to 5th Street West to Avenue S.  A bike lane or 
shoulders on Avenue O from 30th Street West to Sierra Highway will tie the west 
side of Palmdale to the Sierra Highway Bike Trail. 

• The Avenue S bike path should be completed and problems with the path corrected. 
• Something should be done to address utility cyclists riding in an unsafe manner, 

against traffic on pedestrian sidewalk.  Some educational outreach in Spanish 

75

Project Name: City of Palmdale - Active Transportation Program Plan

Project Name: City of Palmdale - Active Transportation Program Plan

cheffernan
Highlight

cheffernan
Highlight

cheffernan
Highlight



 

  69 

would be helpful, but wider outside lanes and lower speed limits would be the best 
remedy for this dangerous situation. 

• Bicycles need clear, safe routes, which can be achieved through wide outside 
lanes, as well as through dedicated bike lanes and paths 

• Need bike routes that connect the east and west, north and south parts of town 
• Routes need to be tied together for transportation purposes, which would be a big 

selling point to potential residents and home buyers 
• If trails in the Ritter Ranch/Joshua Ranch areas will be multi-use, then we must 

have bike lanes, wide outside lanes, or shoulders on Elizabeth Lake Road for bike 
commuting.  Multi-use trails are good for community activities but are generally too 
congested for cycling at speed.  Pedestrians, dog walkers, roller bladers, skate 
boards, runners, etc. make it unsafe for cycling at normal speeds. 

• Bicyclists need to follow the same traffic laws and have the same obligations as 
drivers of motor vehicles 

 
YOUTH  

• More emphasis on programs/facilities for adolescent population – many 
unsupervised 

• Centralized location for activities 
• Address/discourage gang affiliation by providing ample activities, programs 
• Encourage development of locations/activities for young adults 18-25 –  reduce San 

Fernando Valley trips  
 
MISCELLANEOUS 

• Help address the needs of the Ana Verde Community as part of the City’s vision to 
improve the City of Palmdale (unfulfilled/stalled development) 

• Airport sensitive community 
• Support public safety to address gang activities 
• Truck parking facilities for local residents  
• Districts to promote district representation – end the disparity between east and 

west 
• Unification of communities – fewer walls separating neighborhoods 

What does the City do well? 

PARKS & RECREATION  
• Programs, special events, i.e., rodeo, outdoor skating rink, pre-school 
• Construction of recreational facilities, i.e., corral, water park 
• City parks are phenomenal gems; special, unique feature  
• Private after school activities 
• Promote Arts – Palmdale Playhouse, movie nights, Cultural Center  
• Marie Kerr Amphitheater & Thursday night on the square 
• Maintain clean City park restrooms 

 
PALMDALE LIBRARY 

• Variety of exceptional programs – Help Now, Book mobile, Book Clubs 
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RESOURCE PROGRAMS 

• Families in Action 
• Jobs for youth 
• SAVES Program 
• Worksource Center 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY & HEALTH 

• Hospital, drug abuse and life programs  
• Proactive, receptive, responsive law enforcement, community policing, campus 

police 
 
POSITIVE INTERACTION/COMMUNICATION WITH THE PUBLIC 

• Effective, positive, helpful City staff – Building & Safety, Traffic, Parks & Recreation, 
Mayor, Code Enforcement 

• Mayor and staff viewed provide 
great leadership, vision 

• Concerned, accessible Mayor & 
Council, i.e.,  during Pete Knight 
High School issue 

• Foster community input and 
partnership to develop partnerships, 
the Strategic Plan 

 
SHARE INFORMATION  

• Palmdale News, City Website 
• Public hearings, televised meetings, 

notifications, e-services 
 
OTHER  

• Graffiti removal hotline 
• Bulky item pick up 
• Aesthetics of emergency vehicles 
• Kudos to staff for addressing needs of the East side 
• Kudos for Avenue S improvements 
• Maintain Palmdale as a great place to live while controlling growth 
• Preservation of cemetery 

What do we need to improve upon? 

ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS/PRESERVATION 
• Xeriscape to reduce water needs; learn from other communities  
• Education/outreach in schools, public events on water conservation, energy, 

recycling 
• Preservation of Joshua trees, open space 
• Earth festival 
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AESTHETICS 

• Litter - Regularly scheduled litter pick up – especially plastic bag litter 
• Ban plastic bags 
• Make merchants responsible for trash generated by their stores 
• Develop programs to discourage illegal dumping/off road vehicles 
• Encourage neighborhood watch programs for community empowerment/reporting 
• Waste receptacles should be kept in special places to avoid public sight 
• Neighborhood clean-up programs/events at parks, etc. 
• More uniformity in city aesthetics to create an identity for their City 
• Expand graffiti removal beyond block walls; include utility boxes, signs, etc. 
• Combat graffiti/vandalism by encouraging linking/grouping of communities/activities 
• Improve Code Enforcement response for unkempt yards front yard vehicle parking 
• Streamline process/programs for low income homeowners to make home 

improvements 
 
COMMUNICATION  

• Comprehensive Calendar of school, City, public events for distribution of materials 
• Youth guides that lists jobs, core training programs such as the life guard program 
• Improve on distribution of information on natural disasters/emergency 

preparedness. 
• Develop a two way communication – Better dissemination of emergency information 
• Use of public events to share information 
• Establish/expand communication tools for reporting community concerns 
• Improve emergency personnel response time 

 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

• The encouragement of more industry, good jobs 
 
EDUCATION/SCHOOLS 

• Facility for higher education 
• Outreach to improve sharing of information on educational opportunities/options 

with at risk/foster children 
• Work with districts to retain “School of Choice” policy 
• Develop more partnerships/improve relations with schools to improve 

education/minimize negative publicity 
• Programs to encourage the community 

to become more involved with school 
issues – both positive and negative 

• Parent Education Classes – Educate 
parents on financial responsibility issues 
for their child’s actions – more info to 
parent on this issue 

• Bonds are not passing – school 
construction is not being funded  
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• Increase dedication of land by developers to schools 
• Schools should be policed by the enforcement team within the same jurisdiction 

 
JOBS 

• Continue to lure a variety of employment opportunities to the Valley.  Established  
industry creates a competition of jobs between adults and high school aged kids 

 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

• Improve roadway maintenance 
• Program to address negative roadway impacts when industry comes in 
• Communication/planning process to prevent/avoid repair and tear-out/re-repair of 

roads. 
• Widening of roadway between 30th & 35th Streets 

 
RECREATION 

• Focus on Activities for youth 18 – 24.  Indoor gym. Local activities. 
• Extend operational hours of the water park 
• Encourage more after-school activities – public and private 

 
TRANSPORTATION 

• Improve/develop mass transportation – number & frequency of trains and buses 
• Improve public transportation to provide youth an opportunity to compete for jobs 
• Street light at S & 47th  

 
ZONING 

• Re-evaluate current zoning plan  
• Avoid clustering of high density units 

 
Elements of the Community Vision Statement 

 
• Safest City – Known as the safest city in Los Angeles County.  We are crime free. We 

have an excellent Public Safety program. In 5 years – we will be known as the most 
improved safest city.  We have experienced a substantial gang and crime reduction.  
Gang members will become mentors.  Palmdale is a drug free zone with a low crime 
rate 

 
• Small Town Feel – We are a booming, thriving, safe community with activities for 

adults and kids, all with a small town feel.  We are known as the City that looks out for 
each other – encourages volunteerism and helping each other.  We are the community 
that cares.  The public is engaged in the City.  The City is welcoming.  The City 
preserves tradition and history 

 
• Health/Outdoor Oriented – abundant  outdoor activities, health conscious, extensive 

mountain bike path/hiking/trails, outdoor sports – the City that puts forth attitude of the 
”action is satisfaction”, City with a healthy life style, active healthy people and 
communities 
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• Sports Friendly – Special Olympics, Palmdale Triathlon – engage youth & senior, 

superb special events, neighborhood schools, school is hub, walk to school 
 
• Citizen/Community Centered – Community-Centered, All governing bodies are 

responsive to citizens, City Hall has open door philosophy, professional, citizens have 
an awareness of activities and programs 

 
• Great Place to Play – diverse 

entertainment options, provides 
entertainment activitiesfor all ages, 
extended water park hours, community 
of fun and excitement 

 
• Employment Hub of LAC – Silicon 

Valley of Southern California, Aerospace 
Capital of the world, Gateway to future - 
embrace aerospace, technology 
industry.  Set the standard to follow, 
community that allows you to realize 
career goals, expansion of aerospace, 
quality jobs, business friendly 

 
• Proactive Community – proactive in 

containing community problems, 
achieves goals, action oriented, proactive – not doing the same thing in 5 yrs, 
empowered by its citizens – no matter what age and other factors, proactive City that 
solves its own problems 

 
• Eco-Friendly City – Recycle, uses resources wisely, environmental award,  

progressive, environmentally aware “Green” City, Clean, Green & Pristine, clean air, 
water at all times 

 
• Quality Medical Facilities – best hospital, medical facilities, quality health care, health 

care – neonatal to elderly care 
 
• Bustling Airport – City with airport with more carriers/destinations, affordable air travel 
 
• Neighborhood Oriented Schools – City with neighborhood schools that encourage 

walking to school, City with schools as “hub” of the community 
 
• Attractive Shopping – beautiful outdoor shopping area, promenade, City walk, 

entertainment, lifestyle center, wide variety of shopping opportunities, walk to shop 
opportunities 
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• Progressive Transportation – plan all modes - pedestrian, bike friendly, high-speed 
rail to Los Angeles, affordable transportation, regional transportation hub between Los 
Angeles and Victorville 

 
• Palmdale is Bold and Brave – Take pride in community, excellent quality of life. No 

chickens allowed - take bold steps to make things happen, Vision plus action equals 
Palmdale, City of Innovation, a City of Values, the City that takes care of its own people 
(health care, schools) 

 
• Unified City – embrace positive characteristic of diversity, one community without 

divisions, community that does not mind differences of political affiliation, the City that 
accepts differences in diversity, values, a City that understands each other, inclusive of 
diversity 

 
• City with Water – Quality, clean water 
 
• No Need to Leave – no commuters, you can do everything in Palmdale, you can do it 

all here – Palmdale - Live, Work, and Play 
 
• Strong Neighborhoods – Neighbors assist each other to maintain neighborhood, nice 

place to live, sense of neighborhood, the neighborhood answer to a regional issue, 
pride in ownership – a City that encourages neighborhood preservation, sense of 
community 

 
• Education Center – excellent educational opportunities, community that allows 

opportunities for training, education, embraces our teachers, a four-year university,  
highly trained workforce, character-based education, better & more schools 

 
• Senior Friendly – seniors feel safe, keep seniors motivated, active senior education 

 
• Tourism, Established Brand – 

Convention Center, Desert Oasis is 
our name, solid, positive 
identity/branding for the City, Indian 
casinos, promote assets – 360 
days of sunshine 

 
• Families are the Foundation – 

embrace, support families, family 
oriented 

 
• Youth are Our Future – providing 

good direction for our youth, a place that continues to provide youth services now and 
in the future 

 
• Intergenerational Ties Create Strength – engages supportive relationships between 

youth & seniors, a place where youth and the elderly respect each other 
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• Sensible Growth, Community Upgrades & Redevelopment – affordable, stable 

growth, City of Smart Growth, continue to focus on managed growth – make Palmdale 
a place to call home, continuity, quality throughout the City, mixed use development, a 
city that fosters energy conservation by providing close proximity to shopping, health 
care, retail, etc. 

 
• Occupied City – no vacancies, homeownership – affordable market to residents in Los 

Angeles, program to improve/promote homeownership of law enforcement & educators 
 
• City that Moves – a City with improved traffic circulation, underpass/overpass of RR, 

excellent street maintenance, well-maintained infrastructure, improved transportation 
and infrastructure, move goods & services effectively 

 
• Partners are the Key to Success – builds entrepreneurial partnerships, City of 

Collaboration, 
 
• City with Great Reputation – positive news coverage about the City, let the world 

know how good we are – market our qualities, other cities say "We want to be like 
Palmdale." 

 
• Future Oriented – City with a positive changing attitude, City looking to future 

technology, a City of vision, a modern, progressive City, legacy to future generation 
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Additional Suggestions 
 

Additional vision suggestions to be considered for inclusion in the Community Vision 
Statement: 
 

• Community of people serving people 
• Collaborative, interactive, vibrant 
• Animal Friendly 
• The City of opportunities 
• City with plan, purpose, direction 
• City of inspiration 
• Media production clusters 
• City of Changes 
• New Development 
• Health  
• City of Boundless Opportunities 
• A quiet City 
• Drug Free 
• Second to None 
• Premier City 
• Job, School & Employment Opportunities 
• A City that builds community value 
• Involved 
• Friendly, trusting 
• Vibrant, lots of Energy 
• Ethical 
• Safe community 
• More street sweeping 
• Central Library 
• Prepared for emergencies – Disaster Preparedness 
• Shan-gri-la for all age groups 
• No down the hill issues 
• A community meeting space to allow the public to meet with contract services in a 

centralized location for the sense of safety in home 
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Attendees of the GPS Trail Meeting at Palmdale Development Building 

Tuesday 16th of October 2007 

GPS Committee 

Elaine Macdonald  AVC, AVTREC, chair 661-946-1976  emac@antelecom.net  (NEW) 

Marcy Watton  (absent)AVTREC GPS leader/BCH 661-270-0333  horsinground@aol.com 

Deborah Stevens AVTREC supporter    661-2644512   djasbulldogs@sbcglobbal.net 

Kaye Bruns  Backcountry Horsemen                kowgrl@juno.com 

Kimberly Dwight  ETI     661-266-8630   eti-magazine@linkline.com 

Patrick Reynolds LA CO Supervising Landscape Architect   

        213-351-5136    preynolds@parks.lacounty.gov  

Palmdale Staff 

Asoka Herath  Palmdale Planning Director  661-267-5200  aherath@cityofpalmdale.org 

Richard Kite  Palmdale Planning    661-267-5200  rkite@cityofpalmdale.org 

Susan Koledo  Palmdale Planning   661-267-5200  skoleda@cityofpalmdale.org 

Jim Deyo  Palmdale GSI    661-267-5300  jdeyo@cityofpalmdale.org 

Leon Swain  Director of Public Works     LSwain@cityofpalmdale.org 

 

 

 

Guests 

Kimberly Dwight Equestrain Trails Inc.   661-478-2770    ETI-magazine@linkline.com 

Virginia Stout  Antelope Acres TC/AVTREC supporter 661-948-4359      vstout@avhsd.org 

Larry Tyler  Leona Valley Town Council         tccprez@adelphia.net 

Jay Tremblay  Lazy T Ranch     661-274-8753     jay.tremblay@sce.com 

Nathan Krumm AV Sierra Club 

 

Bob Barjam   Sun Cal        661-722-8421      bbarjam@suncal.com 

John Allday  Lauran Development    818-575-9983 #2 

Steve Jenkins  Armada Palmdale Houses 
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Agenda for GPS Trail Meeting  
Palmdale Development Services Building, 38250 Sierra Highway 

Wednesday, January 30th at 4:00 PM 
 
 

Introductions: Robert Ettleman, Park Planner (OHV & non-motorized multiuse Trail Coordinator) 
Replacing Patrick Reynolds LA Supervising Landscape Architect; and  
Antelope Valley Bike Access Committee 
 
Trail Issues   
 
1.  Further or new discussion on the hiking and riding trails in the Ritter Ranch trails plan. 
 
2.  City Ranch trail connection to Ritter Ranch.  Can Palmdale help identify this connection?   (Developers John 
Rodrigue or John Miles)  Ana Verde Developer. 
 
3.  Trail connections with horse access to the Barrel Springs Trail in the College Park, and other developments 
south of Barrel Springs, and, in the Hunt Cyn. area. 
 
4.  Update on new GIS Palmdale program.  Communication with LACO Parks & Rec. 
 
Bicycles Issues 
 
1.  Avenue S Bike Path 
 
2.  Unpaved path between 25th St. West (Highland) and 10th St. West between Elizabeth Lake Rd and Ave 
P-8. The path is along the alignment of Amargosa Creek between housing developments, runs beside P-8 as it 
curves and becomes Summerwind, veers due east, and continues east towards Trader Joe's.  Will this be opened 
to the public as a bicycle path?   The access at the 25th St. West end, and open it up at Trader Joe's, so that it 
actually goes from point A to point B. This is a good connection from Rancho Vista area over to  
the 10th St shopping area avoiding the traffic along Rancho Vista/Ave P or Lake Elizabeth to 10th St West. 
 
3.   If the trails will be multi-use in the Ritter/Joshua Ranch areas what are the plans for bike commuting along 
Lake Elizabeth Road.  Multi use trails are good for community activities but are generally too congested for 
cycling at speed. Pedestrians, dog walkers, roller bladers, skate boards, runners...etc make it unsafe for cycling 
at normal speeds. 
 
4.   Will there be access to the Mountain Bike trail area from the Joshua Ranch development? 
 
5.   Bike lanes are needed to connect the Sierra Highway bike trail with the west side of Palmdale and to the 
Ave. S  bike trail. The bicycle committee suggests to continue the bike trail along Sierra Highway all the way to 
Ave. S, or using the "old" way of using the bike trail to the Transportation Depot, then continue south on 6th St. 
West  bike lane and cut over to 5th St. West up to Ave. S. A bike lane or shoulders on Ave O from 30th St West 
to Sierra Highway would tie the west-side of Palmdale to the Sierra Hwy Bike Path. 
 
6.  The City of Palmdale has an opportunity to provide an environment that will encourage cycling for fitness, 
commuting and pleasure. The existing bike trails and lanes are a start but there is a need to tie these routes 
together. This would be a real selling point for many prospective home buyers. 
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Attendees of the GPS Trail Meeting at Palmdale Development Building 

Wednesday, January 30th 2008 

GPS Committee 

Elaine Macdonald  AVC, AVTREC, HDC chair 661-946-1976  emac@antelecom.net   

Marcy Watton   AVTREC GPS leader/BCH 661-270-0333  horsinground@aol.com 

Deborah Stevens AVTREC supporter    661-2644512   djasbulldogs@sbcglobbal.net 

Kaye Bruns  Backcountry Horsemen                kowgrl@juno.com 

Kimberly Dwight (absent)ETI Equestrain Trails Inc. 661-478-2770    eti-magazine@linkline.com 

Robert Ettleman LACO Pks. & Rec  213-351-5134    rettleman@parks.lacounty.gov  

 

Palmdale Staff 

Asoka Herath  Palmdale Planning Director  661-267-5200  aherath@cityofpalmdale.org 

Richard Kite  Palmdale Planning    661-267-5200  rkite@cityofpalmdale.org 

Susan Koledo(absent) Palmdale Planning   661-267-5200  skoleda@cityofpalmdale.org 

Jim Deyo  Palmdale GSI    661-267-5300  jdeyo@cityofpalmdale.org 

Leon Swain (absent) Director of Public Works     LSwain@cityofpalmdale.org 

 

Guests/Stakeholders 

Virginia Stout  Antelope Acres TC/AVTREC supporter 661-948-4359      vstout@avhsd.org 

Larry Tyler  Leona Valley Town Council         tccprez@adelphia.net 

Jay Tremblay  Lazy T Ranch     661-274-8753     jay.tremblay@sce.com 

Nathan Krumm AV Sierra Club 

Jora Sarkissian Sun Cal/Ritter Ranch    661-223-3303 

Bob Barjam   Sun Cal/Ritter Ranch      661-722-8421      bbarjam@suncal.com 

John Allday (absent) Lauran Development    818-575-9983 #2 

 

High Desert Cyclists Bike Access Committee  (HDC) 

Mike Lemos       661-723-5707  mikelemos@adelphia.net 

Doug Short       661-267-0708  kdshort1@sbcglobal.net 

Michele Chavez      661-947-1753 

Bill Rorick       661-940-5275 

Linda Pluss       661-947-1324  lgpluss37@aol.com 

        

 
 

86

Project Name: City of Palmdale - Active Transportation Program Plan

Project Name: City of Palmdale - Active Transportation Program Plan



87

Project Name: City of Palmdale - Active Transportation Program Plan

Project Name: City of Palmdale - Active Transportation Program Plan



88

Project Name: City of Palmdale - Active Transportation Program Plan

Project Name: City of Palmdale - Active Transportation Program Plan



89

Project Name: City of Palmdale - Active Transportation Program Plan

Project Name: City of Palmdale - Active Transportation Program Plan



1

John Merrill

From: Clark, Virginia@CCC <Virginia.Clark@CCC.CA.GOV>
Sent: Friday, May 16, 2014 12:24 PM
To: John Merrill
Cc: Lino, Edgar@CCC; calocalcorps@gmail.com
Subject: RE: ATP Application - City of Palmdale - CCC Submittal

No 
 
Virginia Clark 
Region Deputy, Region 1 

 
California Conservation Corps 
(916) 341‐3147 
fx(877) 834‐4177 
virginia.clark@ccc.ca.gov 

PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT BEFORE PRINTING THIS EMAIL 
Visit our web site at www.ccc.ca.gov for more information about the California Conservation Corps  
Visit our web site at www.WatershedStewards.com for more information about the Watershed Stewards Program 

 
From: John Merrill [mailto:JMerrill@hfinc.com]  
Sent: Friday, May 16, 2014 12:24 PM 
To: Clark, Virginia@CCC 
Cc: Lino, Edgar@CCC; calocalcorps@gmail.com 
Subject: RE: ATP Application - City of Palmdale - CCC Submittal 
 
Thanks Virginia. Since we last spoke, the City of Palmdale has decided to split out the SRTS program from the original 
project into a new application which will incorporate STRS suggested route maps and identification of sidewalk gaps, 
crosswalks, signs, etc. into an “Active Transportation Plan” which encompasses bicycle, pedestrian, trails planning, as 
well as SRTS (no construction). The City decided to take out the education and public safety education and outreach, as 
they felt it would be best left to the school district. 
 
Would CCC like to participate still, considering those elements have been removed? 
 
The two applications are now:  
 

1. City of Palmdale – Avenue R Complete Streets and Safe Routes to School Project (Infrastructure) 
2. City of Palmdale – Active Transportation Program Plan 

 
JCM 
 
From: Clark, Virginia@CCC [mailto:Virginia.Clark@CCC.CA.GOV]  
Sent: Friday, May 16, 2014 12:12 PM 
To: John Merrill 
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Cc: Lino, Edgar@CCC; calocalcorps@gmail.com 
Subject: FW: ATP Application - City of Palmdale - CCC Submittal 
 
John 
 
We are interested in your ATP project specifically: the Educational Programs and Public Safety outreach parts of 
projects. 
 
Please contact Edgar Lino (213) 744‐2254 when appropriate  
 
Virginia Clark 
Region Deputy, Region 1 

 
California Conservation Corps 
(916) 341‐3147 
fx(877) 834‐4177 
virginia.clark@ccc.ca.gov 

PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT BEFORE PRINTING THIS EMAIL 
Visit our web site at www.ccc.ca.gov for more information about the California Conservation Corps  
Visit our web site at www.WatershedStewards.com for more information about the Watershed Stewards Program 

 
From: Lino, Edgar@CCC  
Sent: Friday, May 16, 2014 9:49 AM 
To: Clark, Virginia@CCC 
Subject: RE: ATP Application - City of Palmdale - CCC Submittal 
 
Good morning Virginia, we would be interested in the Educational Programs and Public Safety outreach parts of 
projects. 
 
From: Clark, Virginia@CCC  
Sent: Monday, May 12, 2014 2:06 PM 
To: Lino, Edgar@CCC 
Subject: FW: ATP Application - City of Palmdale - CCC Submittal 
 
Edgar please review this ATP project 
 
Virginia Clark 
Region Deputy, Region 1 

 
California Conservation Corps 
(916) 341‐3147 
fx(877) 834‐4177 
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virginia.clark@ccc.ca.gov 

PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT BEFORE PRINTING THIS EMAIL 
Visit our web site at www.ccc.ca.gov for more information about the California Conservation Corps  
Visit our web site at www.WatershedStewards.com for more information about the Watershed Stewards Program 

 
From: John Merrill [mailto:JMerrill@hfinc.com]  
Sent: Monday, May 05, 2014 6:24 PM 
To: Clark, Virginia@CCC; Simpson, Trish@CCC 
Cc: Robert Kilpatrick 
Subject: ATP Application - City of Palmdale - CCC Submittal 
 
Virginia, 
 
Please find attached the required Project Description, Map, Schedule, Detailed Estimate and Preliminary plans on behalf 
of our client and applicant (City of Palmdale). These are being supplied for your consideration in compliance with the 
ATP application requirements. 
 
Please feel free to contact me directly if you have any questions. Also, please contact me directly regarding any 
determination of your ability to partner on any of the items supplied. 
 
A hard copy is also being shipped to your office in Sacramento. 
 
JCM 
 
 
John Christopher Merrill, P.E., T.E. 
Project Manager 
Hall & Foreman Inc. 
17782 17th Street, Suite 200 
Tustin, CA 92780-1947 
Direct: (714) 665-4517 
Cell: (949) 698-8228 

 

  www.hfinc.com 
 
Ask about our GIS and WDR capabilities. 
 
This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the 
individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error, please 
delete it. It is the responsibility of the recipient to ensure that it is virus free and no responsibility 
is accepted by HFI for any loss or damage arising in any way from its use. 

*Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
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John Merrill

From: Cynthia Vitale <Cynthia@csgcalifornia.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 07, 2014 5:39 PM
To: John Merrill; calocalcorps@gmail.com
Cc: Robert Kilpatrick; Virginia Clark (Virginia.clark@ccc.ca.gov); Cynthia Vitale
Subject: RE: ATP Application - City of Palmdale - CALCC Submittal

Hi John,  
 
Thank you for contacting CALCC. Unfortunately, no local corps will be able to participate due to the geographic location 
of the City of Palmdale ‐ Safe Routes to School Program and Improvements Project. This email should serve as 
confirmation that you have contacted the local corps and that they have declined to participate. Feel free to attach this 
to your final application.  
 
Thanks, 
Cynthia 
 
 
From: John Merrill [mailto:JMerrill@hfinc.com]  
Sent: Monday, May 05, 2014 6:23 PM 
To: Cynthia Vitale; calocalcorps@gmail.com 
Cc: Robert Kilpatrick 
Subject: ATP Application - City of Palmdale - CALCC Submittal 
 
Cynthia, 
 
Please find attached the required Project Description, Map, Schedule, Detailed Estimate and Preliminary plans on behalf 
of our client and applicant (City of Palmdale). These are being supplied for your consideration in compliance with the 
ATP application requirements. 
 
Please feel free to contact me directly if you have any questions. Also, please contact me directly regarding any 
determination of your ability to partner on any of the items supplied. 
 
A hard copy is also being shipped to your office in Sacramento. 
 
JCM 
 
 
John Christopher Merrill, P.E., T.E. 
Project Manager 
Hall & Foreman Inc. 
17782 17th Street, Suite 200 
Tustin, CA 92780-1947 
Direct: (714) 665-4517 
Cell: (949) 698-8228 

 

  www.hfinc.com 
 
Ask about our GIS and WDR capabilities. 
 
This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the 
individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error, please 
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DP05 ACS DEMOGRAPHIC AND HOUSING ESTIMATES  
2008-2012 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 

Although the American Community Survey (ACS) produces population, demographic and housing unit estimates, it is the Census 
Bureau's Population Estimates Program that produces and disseminates the official estimates of the population for the nation, states, 
counties, cities and towns and estimates of housing units for states and counties.

Supporting documentation on code lists, subject definitions, data accuracy, and statistical testing can be found on the American 
Community Survey website in the Data and Documentation section.

Sample size and data quality measures (including coverage rates, allocation rates, and response rates) can be found on the 
American Community Survey website in the Methodology section.

Subject

Palmdale city, California

Estimate
Margin of 

Error Percent
Percent Margin of 

Error
SEX AND AGE

Total population 151,841 +/-124 151,841 (X)
Male 73,159 +/-1,020 48.2% +/-0.7
Female 78,682 +/-1,028 51.8% +/-0.7

Under 5 years 12,473 +/-749 8.2% +/-0.5
5 to 9 years 13,577 +/-778 8.9% +/-0.5
10 to 14 years 14,634 +/-881 9.6% +/-0.6
15 to 19 years 15,176 +/-930 10.0% +/-0.6
20 to 24 years 12,467 +/-823 8.2% +/-0.5
25 to 34 years 18,953 +/-956 12.5% +/-0.6
35 to 44 years 19,899 +/-885 13.1% +/-0.6
45 to 54 years 21,186 +/-779 14.0% +/-0.5
55 to 59 years 8,181 +/-499 5.4% +/-0.3
60 to 64 years 4,980 +/-499 3.3% +/-0.3
65 to 74 years 5,927 +/-488 3.9% +/-0.3
75 to 84 years 3,241 +/-444 2.1% +/-0.3
85 years and over 1,147 +/-222 0.8% +/-0.1

Median age (years) 28.7 +/-0.6 (X) (X)

18 years and over 101,659 +/-1,026 67.0% +/-0.7
21 years and over 93,263 +/-1,129 61.4% +/-0.7
62 years and over 12,953 +/-766 8.5% +/-0.5
65 years and over 10,315 +/-658 6.8% +/-0.4

18 years and over 101,659 +/-1,026 101,659 (X)
Male 48,623 +/-1,009 47.8% +/-0.8
Female 53,036 +/-943 52.2% +/-0.8

65 years and over 10,315 +/-658 10,315 (X)
Male 4,560 +/-360 44.2% +/-2.8
Female 5,755 +/-515 55.8% +/-2.8

RACE
Total population 151,841 +/-124 151,841 (X)

One race 145,095 +/-841 95.6% +/-0.5
Two or more races 6,746 +/-812 4.4% +/-0.5

One race 145,095 +/-841 95.6% +/-0.5
White 65,738 +/-2,395 43.3% +/-1.6
Black or African American 21,179 +/-1,643 13.9% +/-1.1

1
-

81
of

81

Page 1 of 4American FactFinder - Results  
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008-2012 American Community Survey

Subject

Palmdale city, California

Estimate
Margin of 

Error Percent
Percent Margin of 

Error
American Indian and Alaska Native 987 +/-350 0.7% +/-0.2

Cherokee tribal grouping 53 +/-57 0.0% +/-0.1
Chippewa tribal grouping 0 +/-30 0.0% +/-0.1
Navajo tribal grouping 33 +/-30 0.0% +/-0.1
Sioux tribal grouping 26 +/-38 0.0% +/-0.1

Asian 6,608 +/-1,001 4.4% +/-0.7
Asian Indian 485 +/-282 0.3% +/-0.2
Chinese 501 +/-310 0.3% +/-0.2
Filipino 3,577 +/-666 2.4% +/-0.4
Japanese 341 +/-183 0.2% +/-0.1
Korean 381 +/-272 0.3% +/-0.2
Vietnamese 409 +/-242 0.3% +/-0.2
Other Asian 914 +/-355 0.6% +/-0.2

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 333 +/-229 0.2% +/-0.2
Native Hawaiian 139 +/-108 0.1% +/-0.1
Guamanian or Chamorro 0 +/-30 0.0% +/-0.1
Samoan 126 +/-166 0.1% +/-0.1
Other Pacific Islander 68 +/-75 0.0% +/-0.1

Some other race 50,250 +/-2,750 33.1% +/-1.8
Two or more races 6,746 +/-812 4.4% +/-0.5

White and Black or African American 1,135 +/-342 0.7% +/-0.2
White and American Indian and Alaska Native 703 +/-201 0.5% +/-0.1
White and Asian 724 +/-260 0.5% +/-0.2
Black or African American and American Indian and Alaska 
Native 275 +/-251 0.2% +/-0.2

Race alone or in combination with one or more other races
Total population 151,841 +/-124 151,841 (X)

White 70,793 +/-2,572 46.6% +/-1.7
Black or African American 23,924 +/-1,649 15.8% +/-1.1
American Indian and Alaska Native 2,426 +/-497 1.6% +/-0.3
Asian 8,289 +/-1,179 5.5% +/-0.8
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 750 +/-353 0.5% +/-0.2
Some other race 53,294 +/-2,730 35.1% +/-1.8

HISPANIC OR LATINO AND RACE
Total population 151,841 +/-124 151,841 (X)

Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 83,403 +/-2,255 54.9% +/-1.5
Mexican 58,723 +/-2,524 38.7% +/-1.7
Puerto Rican 1,068 +/-402 0.7% +/-0.3
Cuban 820 +/-329 0.5% +/-0.2
Other Hispanic or Latino 22,792 +/-2,214 15.0% +/-1.5

Not Hispanic or Latino 68,438 +/-2,254 45.1% +/-1.5
White alone 37,326 +/-1,519 24.6% +/-1.0
Black or African American alone 20,351 +/-1,652 13.4% +/-1.1
American Indian and Alaska Native alone 319 +/-116 0.2% +/-0.1
Asian alone 6,479 +/-990 4.3% +/-0.7
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone 289 +/-217 0.2% +/-0.1
Some other race alone 398 +/-204 0.3% +/-0.1
Two or more races 3,276 +/-538 2.2% +/-0.4

Two races including Some other race 214 +/-104 0.1% +/-0.1
Two races excluding Some other race, and Three or more 
races 3,062 +/-510 2.0% +/-0.3

Total housing units 44,860 +/-697 (X) (X)

Page 2 of 4American FactFinder - Results  
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