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I. GENERAL INFORMATION

Area Description:  

Master Agreements (MAs):

Partner Information:  

Project Type: 

Robertson Blvd./SR 233 & 11th Street Pedestrian Safety Improvements

City of Chowchilla 550,000.00

Andrew Benelli, Director of Public Works, 
abenelli@ci.chowchilla.ca.us, 559.665.8615 X300 550,000.00

130 S. Second Street, Chowchilla. ca   93610 Madera

District 12 1 1

Other

MCTC

Within a Large MPO (Pop > 200,000)

06-5258
0002528
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I. GENERAL INFORMATION-continued

Sub-Project Type

*Please see additional Recreational Trails instructions before proceeding

Robertson Blvd./SR 233 & 11th Street Pedestrian Safety Improvements

Stephens Elementary School, 55 North 5th Street, Chowchilla, CA 93610

Chowchilla Elementary School District, 355 N. 5th Street, Chowchilla, CA 93610

2065193-6023899 251 34.00

17% 46 1000 ft.
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I. GENERAL INFORMATION – continued 
Remaining Schools Information 

SCHOOL NAME & ADDRESS: 
 
Merle J. Fuller Elementary School, 1101 Monterey Avenue, Chowchilla, CA 93610 
 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NAME & ADDRESS: 
 
Chowchilla Elementary School District, 355 N. 5th Street, Chowchilla, CA 93610 
 
 
County-District-School Code (CDS) 
 
2065193-6023881 
 

Total Student Enrollment 
 
456 

Percentage of students eligible for 
free or reduced meal programs ** 
 
39% 

Percentage of students that currently 
walk or bike to school 
 
40% 

Approximate # of students living 
along school route proposed for 
improvement 
                                 200 

Project distance from primary or 
middle school 
 
1000 Ft. 

 
SCHOOL NAME & ADDRESS: 
 
Reagan Elementary School, 2200 South Lake Tahoe Drive, Chowchilla, CA 93610 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NAME & ADDRESS: 
 
Chowchilla Elementary School District, 355 N. 5th Street, Chowchilla, CA 93610 
 
 
County-District-School Code (CDS) 
 
2065193-0113076 
 

Total Student Enrollment 
 
485 

Percentage of students eligible for 
free or reduced meal programs ** 
 
37% 

Percentage of students that currently 
walk or bike to school 
 
8% 

Approximate # of students living 
along school route proposed for 
improvement 
                       40 

Project distance from primary or 
middle school 
 
.5 mile 

 
SCHOOL NAME & ADDRESS: 
 
Wilson Middle School, 1209 Robertson Boulevard, Chowchilla, CA 93610 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NAME & ADDRESS: 
 
Chowchilla Elementary School District, 355 N. 5th Street, Chowchilla, CA 93610 
 
 
County-District-School Code (CDS) 
 
2065193-6023907 
 

Total Student Enrollment 
 
418 

Percentage of students eligible for 
free or reduced meal programs ** 
 
38% 

Percentage of students that currently 
walk or bike to school 
 
69% 

Approximate # of students living 
along school route proposed for 
improvement 
                       324 

Project distance from primary or 
middle school 
 
0 ft. (borders project) 
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II.  PROJECT INFORMATION 

 
(Please read the “ATP instructions” document prior to attaching your responses to all of the questions in Sections II.  Project 

Information, Section III. Screening Criteria and Section IV. Narrative Questions - 20 pages max) 

 
1. Project Location               

 
The proposed project is located in the City of Chowchilla, County of Madera. Specifically, the project 
will take place on Robertson Boulevard (State Route 233) between 7th and 15th Street and 11th Street 
from Ventura Avenue to Humboldt Avenue in Chowchilla.  (See Attachment A: Project Vicinity Map) 
 

2. Project Coordinates   Latitude        Longitude    
  (Decimal degrees)      (Decimal degrees) 

 
3. Project Description  

 
This project is part of a strategic planning effort carried out by the City to provide needed infrastructure 
and significantly safer walking/biking and disabled students/pedestrian access to Stephens Elementary 
School, Fuller Elementary School, and Wilson Junior High, which are 3 of the 5 public schools within a 
2 mile radius of the project sites in Chowchilla. The project consist of installation of non-motorized 
travel (NMT) safety infrastructure including approximately 10,815 S.F. of new sidewalk where none 
exist including 1,360 L.F. of concrete curb and gutter; installation of 38 ADA-compliant curb ramps for 
missing curb ramps and upgrades;  repair 10,506 S.F of existing sidewalks in areas along the main 
student/pedestrian route on both sides of Robertson Boulevard/SR 233 between 7th street and 15th street, 
within the Caltrans Right-of-Way due to deterioration and lifted concrete from tree roots and age of the 
sidewalks (over 20 years old); as well as along 11th street from Ventura Avenue to Humboldt Avenue.  
The City also plans to install ADA compliant driveway approaches and upgrade traffic signage in target 
areas, and continue to foster a “Public Education” campaign from prior safe routes to school grants, and 
increase safe modes of transportation.   
 

4. Project Status 
 
The proposed project is currently in the conceptual design stage. Preliminary right-of-way and utility 
research has been started. California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) have not been completed. Based on preliminary research, right-of-way will not be 
acquired in order to complete the project as proposed. 
 
 

 
  

-120.26837.117
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III. SCREENING CRITERIA 
 

1. Demonstrated Needs of the Applicant 
Describe the need for the project and/or funding 

 
The proposed project includes the construction of non-motorized travel (NMT) safety infrastructure, 
within 2 miles of three of the five public schools, on Robertson Boulevard and 11th Street in the City of 
Chowchilla, County of Madera, California (See Appendix A, Vicinity Map).  The project is intended as a 
Safe Routes to School effort that will enhance safety of NMT primarily for elementary and middle 
school students along primary routes to schools in Chowchilla Elementary School District. The need for 
these safety improvements is significant.  Per US Census data, the City of Chowchilla is a low income, 
disadvantaged community.  The City of Chowchilla has a population of 17,925 that is 100% urban.  The 
City’s median household income is $41,373.  The City has an 11.3% unemployment rate and as many as 
24.1% of the population lives below the poverty level.   
 
The demographics of each of the four schools and 2,058 students served by this project (see Table 1) 
reflect the disadvantaged status of the community.  Most schools may be classified as neighborhood 
schools and the majority of students live within two miles each campus.   
 
Table 1: Student Demographics – Schools and Students Served by Project 

Site Grades Enrollment 

# Free & 
Reduced Price 

Lunch 

% Free & 
Reduced Price 

Lunch 

Stephens Elementary K 251 70 34% 
Fuller Elementary K-2 456 177 39% 
Reagan Elementary 3-4 485 181 37% 
Wilson Middle 7-8 418 158 38% 
Totals 
  1,610 

 
586 37%  

 
It is estimated that out of the 1,610 students in Chowchilla Elementary School District served by the 
project, only 610 (about 38%) walk or bike to school.  The rest are driven or bussed to school due to 
dangerous walking conditions or distance from the main downtown area of Chowchilla.  Still, these 
statistics clearly show that by not walking to school, nearly three-quarters of the district’s students are 
missing out on an opportunity to undertake physical activity on a daily basis.   
 
What has prevented students from walking or biking to these neighborhood schools has largely been the 
local walking environment found within the City, which is largely not conducive to pedestrian and 
bicycle movement.  Degradation of existing sidewalk facilities on Robertson Boulevard and 11th Street 
have occurred due to the age of the facilities (some sidewalks are over 20 years old) and lifting of the 
concrete caused by tree roots (see Appendix B: Project Site Photos). In some locations, sidewalks have 
not been installed, causing students and pedestrians to walk on dirt shoulders.  During inclement 
weather, pedestrians will walk in the street itself, to avoid muddy conditions in areas where there are no 
sidewalks.  Two blocks of sidewalks on either side of 11th street do not have proper curbs and gutters, 
causing drainage and maintenance issues for that infrastructure.  A majority of street corners in the 
project areas have not been refitted to be ADA-accessible, limiting the mobility of disabled students or 
community residents.  There are inadequate or nonexistent crosswalks or other major pedestrian safety 
signage to guide pedestrians and alert motorists.  Students walking or crossing Robertson Boulevard on 
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inadequate crossing facilities are actually crossing a state highway: the State Route 233 corridor, which 
runs through the center of Chowchilla and experiences heavy traffic.   
 
The City of Chowchilla and Caltrans District 6 have been largely unable to fund improvements to these 
areas identified for this project from its own revenues.  The nearly one-quarter of the population living 
in poverty does not contribute much to the local tax base. Further, housing construction within the City, 
which can be a source of revenue from property taxes, has dropped significantly from 609 new permits 
in 2005 to 0 new building permits in 2012.  These economic conditions mean that the City must allocate 
its funding judiciously in order to provide the greatest array of services possible.  The consequence is 
that the entire Public Works Department has a proposed fiscal year 2013-14 budget of only $297,115.00, 
including funds expended on street/sidewalk/ pedestrian infrastructure maintenance.  For the previous 
fiscal year 2012-13, actuals were $230,761.15.  This is a very limited amount of funding and best works 
to keep infrastructure in working order, but cannot fund new enhancements or proper repair/replacement 
at locations where infrastructure is degrading.   

   
2. Consistency with Regional Transportation Plan (100 words or less) 

Explain how this project is consistent with your Regional Transportation Plan (if 
applicable).  Include adoption date of the plan.   

 
The proposed project is consistent with the approved 2011 Madera County Regional Transportation Plan 
developed by the Madera County Transportation Commission.  Section IV outlines strategies designed 
to improve conditions for pedestrians and to induce others to join them, including:  maintenance of 
existing sidewalks and curbing, including smoothing uneven surfaces, improving drainage; building new 
sidewalks to provide continuity; providing 'pedestrian-friendly' intersection design including curb ramps, 
signed and painted crosswalks, adequate lighting, etc.; providing safe and direct pedestrian routes and 
bikeways between places; and promoting walking and bike riding for transportation and recreation. 
 

 Link to 2011 MCTC Regional Transportation Plan:  
http://www.ca-ilg.org/sites/main/files/file-attachments/final_2011_rtp.pdf   
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IV. NARRATIVE QUESTIONS 

 
1. POTENTIAL FOR INCREASED WALKING AND BICYCLING, ESPECIALLY AMONG 

STUDENTS, INCLUDING THE IDENTIFICATION OF WALKING AND BICYCLING 
ROUTES TO AND FROM SCHOOLS, TRANSIT FACILITIES, COMMUNITY CENTERS, 
EMPLOYMENT CENTERS, AND OTHER DESTINATIONS; AND INCLUDING 
INCREASING AND IMPROVING  CONNECTIVITY AND MOBILITY OF NON-
MOTORIZED USERS. (0-30 POINTS) 

 
A. Describe how your project encourages increased walking and bicycling, especially 

among students. 
 
The infrastructure improvements on Robertson Boulevard/SR 233 between 7th and 15th streets as well 
as on 11th Street between Humboldt and Ventura Avenues in Chowchilla, will include installation of 
new sidewalks with curb and gutter, replacement of sidewalks broken and in disrepair, new ADA-
compliant ramps at intersection corners, new ADA-compliant driveways to local residences and 
businesses, installation of marked crosswalks, as well as pedestrian/school crossing and traffic signage 
where appropriate.  All infrastructure and routes are located within the project target areas are located 
within two miles from Chowchilla Elementary School District public schools (See Appendix A: Vicinity 
Map; Appendix C: Preliminary Plans).  The project has buy-in and support from Caltrans for work to be 
done on Robertson Blvd/SR 233.     
 
The local walking environment found within the City along these two roads targeted in the project has is 
largely not conducive to safe pedestrian and bicycle movement.  These dangers have caused a majority 
of students in the district to choose to be driven to school, even though most live in close proximity to 
where they go to school.  Given the state of local walking conditions in Chowchilla, the infrastructure 
being proposed will improve mobility and safety for children that walk and bike to the Chowchilla 
Elementary School District and schools along the above routes as well as to encourage more students to 
walk and bike on the trip to and from school.  The project will directly increase safety and convenience 
for public school students to walk and/or bike to school.  Specifically, the proposed improvements will 
allow mobility in the following ways (See Appendix C: Preliminary Plans): 
 Installation of 38 ADA-compliant curb ramps along Robertson Boulevard at the intersections of 8th, 

9th, 10th, 11th, 13th, 14th, and 15th as well as on 11th Street at the intersections of Orange, Robertson, 
Kings, Riverside, Sonoma, and Ventura streets will allow disabled students and residents to access 
the sidewalk facilities and commute safely to local destinations, including schools. 

 3,100 S.F. of new ADA-compliant driveways will be constructed on 11th Street between Humboldt 
and Orange Avenues (west side); Orange and Robertson Blvd. (both sides); Robertson and Kings 
Ave. (both sides); Kings and Riverside Ave. (both sides); Monterey and Sonoma Ave. (both sides); 
as well as Sonoma and Ventura Avenues (both sides). 

 Replacement of 10,506 S.F. of sidewalk on the south side of Robertson Boulevard between 7th - 8th 
streets (both sides), 8th - 9th streets (south side), 10th - 11th streets (both sides), 11th - 13th streets 
(south side), 13th - 14th streets (north side), and 14th – 15th streets (north side).  This will replace 
current infrastructure that is over 20 years old and which has been damaged by tree root growth in 
many places, making for smooth surfaces that pedestrians are less likely to trip or be injured on and 
making the infrastructure more “user friendly” for disabled and elderly residents. 

 Installation of 10,815 S.F. of new sidewalk on the south side of Robertson Blvd. from 13th - 14th, and 
14th - 15th streets as well as on 11th Street between Humboldt - Orange (west side), Orange - 
Robertson (east side), Robertson - Kings (east side), Kings - Riverside (east side), Monterey - 



   

8 
City of Chowchilla - Robertson Blvd/SR 233 & 11th St. Pedestrian Improvements 

Sonoma (both sides), and Sonoma - Ventura (both sides).  This includes an additional 1,360 L.F. of 
new curb and gutter.  The new sidewalks will provide safer walking conditions along either side of 
the street.  Students and residents will no longer need to walk on dirt shoulders or on the street, 
where they put themselves at potential risk of injury or death from traffic collisions. 

 Install marked crosswalks on Robertson Blvd. at the intersections of 7th street, 8th street, 10th street, 
11th street, 13th street, and 15th street; as well as 11th Street at the intersections of Robertson Blvd., 
Kings Ave., Riverside Ave., and Monterey Ave. These will give students and pedestrians a defined 
place to cross the street that is visible to oncoming traffic and will make for safer conditions. 

 Installation of proper signage painted on the street or posted at crosswalks, such as the crosswalks 
planned for Robertson and 10th Street as well as Robertson and 13th street will make crossings visible 
and help control traffic causing vehicles to slow when pedestrians are present, reducing chances for 
collisions.  

 Installation of proper traffic signage will help warn motorists of upcoming intersections, such as the 
intersections on Robertson Blvd. at 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 13th, and 15th streets as well as Riverside and 
Ventura Avenues on 11th street.  

  
B. Describe the number and type of possible users and their destinations, and the 

anticipated percentage increase in users upon completion of your project.  Data 
collection methods should be described.  

 
Types of users of the proposed infrastructure include: 
1) Local residents walking between residential areas (houses) and to commercial areas along Robertson 

Blvd. 
2) Students commuting from their homes to neighborhood schools in the Chowchilla Elementary 

School District on both Robertson Blvd. and 11th Street, their principle walking destinations.   
The estimated number of students that walk was determined by in-person observation by teachers and 
staff as well as enrollment information in both districts.  Nearly students live within a 2-mile radius of 
the district’s campuses.  Student walking and principle destination figures are shown in Table 2: 
 
Table 2: Number of Students Walking & Principle Destinations 

Destination 
Enrollment  
(2012-2014) 

Estimated # of walking 
students 

Estimated % of walking 
students 

Stephens Elementary 251 46 17% 
Fuller Elementary 456 200 40% 
Reagan Elementary 485 40 8% 
Wilson Middle 418 324 69% 
Totals 
 

1,610 
 

610 
 

38%  
(district-wide) 

    
As can be seen in Table 2, it is estimated that only 610 (about 38%) out of the 1,610 total students in the 
Chowchilla Elementary School District schools served by this project actually walk or bike to school.  
The remaining 62% are driven or bussed.  These figures vary by school, however, with only Wilson 
Middle School having a significantly-large portion of its students getting to school by walking.  Fuller 
Elementary also has a somewhat high percentage of students walking to school.  Few at the other 
schools currently walk/bike to school.  Many students do not walk or bike to local schools because of 
potentially dangerous pedestrian and traffic conditions along Robertson Blvd and 11th Street.   
 
It is anticipated that the proposed NMT pedestrian safety improvements on those streets could lead to an 
overall increase in the number of students walking to school.  The City and School District would like to 
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achieve a 12% increase in the number of Chowchilla Elementary School District students that walk or 
bike to school so that about 50% of students within the district would then be walking or biking.  This 
50% equates to approximately 803 students district wide, which is an increase of 193 students over the 
current 610 that walk or bike to school.  Certain schools would be targeted more so than others, 
particularly schools with lower counts of walking/biking students.        
 

C. Describe how this project improves walking and bicycling routes to and from, connects 
to, or is part of a school or school facility, transit facility, community center, employment 
center, state or national trail system, points of interest, and/or park. 

 
The goal of this project is to improve walking and bicycling routes primarily for students using 
Robertson Boulevard/ SR 233 between 7th and 15th streets as well as on 11th Street between Humboldt 
and Ventura Avenues in Chowchilla.  Robertson Blvd/SR 233 is a walking route and provides direct 
access to Wilson Middle School.  Fuller Elementary School is located on 11th street at the Monterey 
Ave. intersection.  The project consists of infrastructure improvements to sidewalks and streets, 
including the installation of new sidewalks with curb and gutter, replacement of sidewalks broken and in 
disrepair, new ADA-compliant ramps at intersection corners, new ADA-compliant driveways to local 
residences and businesses, installation of marked crosswalks, as well as installation of pedestrian/school 
crossing signage.     
 

D. Describe how this project increases and/or improves connectivity, removes a barrier to 
mobility and/or closes a gap in a non-motorized facility. 

 
Mobility is improved to the school sites along Robertson Boulevard/SR 233 and 11th Street through 
several elements of the project (See Appendix C: Preliminary Plans): 
 Installation of 38 ADA-accessible curb ramps along Robertson Boulevard at the intersections of 8th, 

9th, 10th, 11th, 13th, 14th, and 15th as well as on 11th Street at the intersections of Orange, 
Robertson/SR 233, Kings, Riverside, Sonoma, and Ventura streets will remove a barrier that has 
prevented disabled students and persons from easily crossing streets at intersections.  The ramps will 
allow disabled students and residents to access the sidewalk facilities and commute safely to local 
destinations, including schools. 

 Installation of 3,100 S.F. of ADA-compliant and accessible driveways will be constructed on 11th 
Street between Humboldt and Orange Avenues (west side); Orange and Robertson/SR 233 (both 
sides); Robertson/SR 233 and Kings Ave. (both sides); Kings and Riverside Ave. (both sides); 
Monterey and Sonoma Ave. (both sides); as well as Sonoma and Ventura Avenues (both sides).  
These will allow disabled persons to easily cross the driveway area in the sidewalk and promote 
accessibility. 

 Replacement of 10,506 S.F. of sidewalk on the south side of Robertson Boulevard/SR 233 between 
7th - 8th streets (both sides), 8th - 9th streets (south side), 10th - 11th streets (both sides), 11th - 13th 
streets (south side), 13th - 14th streets (north side), and 14th – 15th streets (north side) will replace 
current infrastructure that is old and which has been damaged in many places.  This will make for 
smooth surfaces that pedestrians are less likely to trip or be injured on as well as make the 
infrastructure more “user friendly” for disabled and elderly residents. 

 Installation of 10,815 S.F. of new sidewalk on the south side of Robertson Blvd/SR 233 from 13th - 
14th, and 14th - 15th streets as well as on 11th Street between Humboldt - Orange (west side), Orange - 
Robertson (east side), Robertson - Kings (east side), Kings - Riverside (east side), Monterey - 
Sonoma (both sides), and Sonoma - Ventura (both sides).  This includes an additional 1,360 L.F. of 
new curb and gutter.  These improvements will provide safer walking conditions along either side of 
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the street.  Students and residents will no longer need to walk on dirt shoulders or on the street, 
making for an easier walking commute to schools or other community destinations. 

 Installation of marked crosswalks on Robertson Blvd/SR 233 at the intersections of 7th street, 8th 
street, 10th street, 11th street, 13th street, and 15th street; as well as 11th Street at the intersections of 
Robertson Blvd., Kings Ave., Riverside Ave., and Monterey Ave. will give students and pedestrians 
a defined place to cross the street, particularly on Robertson Blvd., which is a busy state highway.  
Crosswalks currently in place on both Robertson and 11th Street are worn and not highly visible to 
oncoming traffic; in other locations, crosswalks are not present.   

 
 
 
2. POTENTIAL FOR REDUCING THE NUMBER AND/OR RATE OF PEDESTRIAN AND 

BICYCLIST FATALITIES AND INJURIES, INCLUDING THE IDENTIFICATION OF 
SAFETY HAZARDS FOR PEDESTRIANS AND BICYCLISTS.  (0-25 POINTS) 

 
A. Describe the potential of the project to reduce pedestrian and/or bicycle injuries or 

fatalities. 
 
The Safety conditions that pedestrians and/or bicyclists face when commuting within the project sites, 
on Robertson Boulevard/SR 233 between 7th and 15th streets and on 11th Street between Humboldt and 
Ventura Avenues, relate directly to the lack of proper non-motorized travel (NMT) safety infrastructure 
in these locations.  Documentation shows over 30 pedestrian-related collisions in the vicinity of the 
project sites between 2009 and 2014 (See Appendix I: Collision History Maps & Data). The project has 
the potential to reduce pedestrian and/or bicycle injuries or fatalities through the construction of 
pedestrian NMT safety infrastructure on Robertson Boulevard between 7th and 15th streets and on 11th 
Street between Humboldt and Ventura Avenues.  These sidewalk and street improvements will include 
the installation of new sidewalks with curb and gutter, replacement of sidewalks broken and in disrepair 
due to age, new ADA-compliant curb ramps at intersection corners, new ADA-compliant driveways in 
front of local residences and businesses, installation of marked crosswalks, and installation of 
pedestrian/school crossing signage at key locations.  The improvements are expected to provide 
pedestrians safe spaces to walk in all weather conditions, walking areas that are ADA-compliant and 
accessible, as well as crosswalks and road signage that are clearly marked.      
 

B. Describe if/how your project will achieve any or all of the following:  
 

o Reduces speed or volume of motor vehicles x 
o Improves sight distance and visibility x 
o Improves compliance with local traffic laws 
o Eliminates behaviors that lead to collisions 
o Addresses inadequate traffic control devices x 
o Addresses inadequate bicycle facilities, crosswalks or sidewalks x 

 
The proposed project will achieve four of the six goals, including reducing speed of motor vehicles, 
improving sight distance and visibility, addressing inadequate traffic control devices, and addressing 
inadequate crosswalks and sidewalks.   
 The project reduces the speed of motor vehicles through use of clearly marked crosswalks near 

school campuses and signage.  Marked crosswalks are to be installed on Robertson Blvd/SR 233, 
within Caltrans right-of-way at the intersections of 7th street, 8th street, 10th street, 11th street, 13th 
street, and 15th street; as well as 11th Street at the intersections of Robertson Blvd., Kings Ave., 
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Riverside Ave., and Monterey Ave. (see attached project map).  The roadway in front of the 
crosswalks at Robertson and 10th Street as well as Robertson and 13th street will have signage 
painted in the street warning vehicles to slow as they approach the school.  Proper traffic signage 
will help warn motorists of upcoming intersections where they need to slow and stop, such as the 
intersections on Robertson Blvd. at 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 13th, and 15th streets as well as Riverside and 
Ventura Avenues on 11th Street.  

 The project improves sight distance and visibility, namely through the use of painted crosswalks, 
traffic signage, and appropriate roadway signage on Robertson Blvd. and 11th Street (see detailed 
locations on project map and written above).  New and repaired sidewalks will also give pedestrians 
a proper place to walk along the project sites, ensuring they remain out of the way of traffic and 
largely visible to motorists. 

 The project addresses inadequate traffic control devices in a similar manner to that described 
previously: painted road signage at the intersections on Robertson Blvd/SR 233 at 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 
13th, and 15th streets as well as appropriate traffic signage on 11th Street at Riverside and Ventura 
Avenues.  These intersections have either lacked or had poorly visible signage.  New crosswalks will 
be clearly marked with appropriate color and signage warning drivers to slow.  

 The project addresses inadequate bicycle facilities, crosswalks and sidewalks by constructing new 
and repairing old sidewalks, ADA-accessible curb and driveway features, as well as proper 
crosswalks on Robertson Blvd/SR 233 and 11th Street.   
o 10,506 S.F. of sidewalk will replace current infrastructure that is old and which has been 

damaged.  This will occur on the south side of Robertson Boulevard/SR 233 from 7th - 8th streets 
(both sides), 8th - 9th streets (south side), 10th - 11th streets (both sides), 11th - 13th streets (south 
side), 13th - 14th streets (north side), and 14th – 15th streets (north side).  10,815 S.F. of new 
sidewalk, including 1,360 L.F. of new curb and gutter, will be installed to provide safer walking 
conditions along either side of the street will occur on the south side of Robertson Blvd/SR 233 
from 13th - 14th, and 14th - 15th streets as well as on 11th Street between Humboldt - Orange (west 
side), Orange - Robertson (east side), Robertson - Kings (east side), Kings - Riverside (east side), 
Monterey - Sonoma (both sides), and Sonoma - Ventura (both sides).   

o 38 ADA-accessible curb ramps will be constructed along Robertson Boulevard/SR 233 at the 
intersections of 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 13th, 14th, and 15th as well as on 11th Street at the intersections 
of Orange, Robertson, Kings, Riverside, Sonoma, and Ventura Avenues to allow disabled 
persons to access the sidewalk facilities and commute safely to local destinations, including 
schools.  ADA-accessible driveways will be constructed on 11th Street between Humboldt and 
Orange Avenues (west side); Orange and Robertson Blvd. (both sides); Robertson and Kings 
Ave. (both sides); Kings and Riverside Ave. (both sides); Monterey and Sonoma Ave. (both 
sides); as well as Sonoma and Ventura Avenues (both sides).   

o The nature and extent of new crosswalks to be constructed on Robertson Blvd/SR 233 and 11th 
Street has already been detailed above.  Those crosswalks that are located contiguous to a school 
campus will be painted or have markings in yellow in adherence with CVC Section 21368 
including the crosswalks located on Robertson at 10th Street, 11th Street, and 13th Street and on 
11th Street at the Kings Avenue intersection, the Riverside Avenue intersection, and Monterey 
avenue intersection.  All other crosswalks and roadway marking not contiguous to a school will 
be painted white (See Appendix C: Preliminary Plans).   

 
C. Describe the location’s history of events and the source(s) of data used (e.g. collision 

reports, community observation, surveys, audits) if data is not available include a 
description of safety hazard(s) and photos. 
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The UC Berkeley Transportation Information Mapping System (TIMS) Safe Routes to School Collision 
Map tool identifies 8 pedestrian-involved collisions within the general vicinity, 6 of which are on the 
project site, between 2009 and 2011.  The TIMS SWITRS Collision GIS Map for the Chowchilla 
identifies 18 collisions, including both vehicle and pedestrian, in the general vicinity of the project sites 
between 2009 and 2012, 10 of which are directly on either Robertson Blvd/SR 233 or 11th Street.  
Chowchilla Police Records evidence an additional 3 incidents involving collisions with pedestrians on 
the project sites the project sites.  Documentation of traffic incidents has been provided as attachments 
to this application, including the TIMS SWITRS Collision GIS Map and TIMS Safe Routes to School 
Collision Map covering the project sites (See Appendix I: Collision History Maps & Data).   
 
 
 
3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION and PLANNING (0-15 POINTS) 
 

A. Describe the community based public participation process that culminated in the 
project proposal or plan, such as noticed meetings/public hearings, consultation with 
stakeholders, etc.  

 
The City of Chowchilla Public Works Department, Chowchilla Elementary School District, Chowchilla 
Union High School District, the Chowchilla Police Department, Madera County Transportation 
Commission, and representatives from the Caltrans District 6 District Local Assistance Engineer’s 
Office, along with teachers, parents, and community members, worked together to identify primary 
walking/biking routes used by local students and hazards along those routes within the City.  Routes that 
would be served by the project were determined based on a set of four criteria:  
1) Routes that were used by the greatest number of students to walk/bike to school;  
2) Routes that connected to the most schools;  
3) Routes that had the greatest number of traffic incidents, particularly those involving pedestrians; and  
4) Routes that had the greatest need for non-motorized travel (NMT) pedestrian safety infrastructure 
With these four criteria in mind, the project stakeholders identified Safe Routes to School improvements 
that would benefit as many schools in each school district, the Chowchilla community, and Madera 
County.   
 
The feedback from teachers and parents at a workshop combined with site observations, consultation of 
police records, and TIMS mapping data gave the City Public Works Department staff a thorough review 
of local walking routes and street conditions.  This data was then applied to the four criteria discussed 
above.  Based on that analysis, it was determined that Robertson Boulevard (State Route 233) between 
7th and 15th Streets and 11th Street from Ventura Avenue to Humboldt Avenue were the routes that 
carried the most student traffic, that connected to the greatest number of local school campuses, that had 
the greatest number of pedestrian-involved collisions, and which had the greatest need for NMT 
pedestrian safety infrastructure.   
 

B. Describe the local participation process that resulted in the identification and 
prioritization of the project: 

 
To facilitate direct local participation, Chowchilla Public Works Department staff conducted a workshop 
at Stephens Elementary School on April 28, 2014, from 4:00 to 5:00pm.  This workshop was attended 
by six teachers and parents from both Stephens and Fuller Elementary Schools (see Appendix F: Public 
Participation Documentation).  During the workshop, a presentation about the general ATP program 
was given by the City, which included a PowerPoint presentation and handout given to the attendees.  
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The floor was then opened to the parents and teachers, who discussed ideas about hazards that they had 
observed affecting students walking to school as well as primary walking routes.  Further input and 
support was also provided by administrators of Chowchilla Elementary School District and Chowchilla 
Union High School District (see Appendix G & Appendix H: Letters of Support).   
 
The feedback garnered from teachers and parents at the April 28 workshop identified a variety of issues 
from people walking in the streets due to poor sidewalk conditions, including cracked concrete, lack of 
sidewalks in places, poorly marked crosswalks that caused confusion among pedestrians and motorists, 
as well as poor signage in some locations.  This input, combined with other data concerning local 
walking routes and street conditions was then applied to the four criteria discussed above.  The feedback 
from parents and students thus became a critical step in identifying the needed NMT pedestrian safety 
infrastructure, including installation of sidewalks, repair of existing sidewalks, ADA-compliant curb 
ramps, ADA-compliant driveways, and properly marked crosswalks on Robertson Boulevard (State 
Route 233) between 7th and 15th Streets and 11th Street from Ventura Avenue to Humboldt Avenue.   
 
The City also met with representatives from the Caltrans District 6 office and the Chowchilla Police 
Department to discuss the scope of the project and gain Caltrans buy-in for the work to take place on 
Robertson Blvd/SR 233.  The Chowchilla Police Department provided traffic records concerning 
collision history involving pedestrians along the project routes.  Specifically, the City coordinated with 
Anthony Barrios of Caltrans District 6 Traffic Investigations department and Tyler Hormel, a school 
resource officer with the Police Department.  The City also coordinated with the Fresno Local 
Conservation Corps to determine their efforts in support of the project, including which constructions 
elements they could assist with (See Appendix H: Letters of Support).   
 

C. Is the project cost over $1 Million? Y/N   
 

If Yes- is the project Prioritized in an adopted city or county bicycle transportation plan, 
pedestrian plan, safe routes to school plan, active transportation plan, trail plan,  
circulation element of a general plan, or other publicly approved plan that incorporated 
elements of an active transportation plan?  Y/N    

 
 

 
4. COST EFFECTIVENESS (0-10 POINTS) 
 

A. Describe the alternatives that were considered.  Discuss the relative costs and benefits 
of all the alternatives and explain why the nominated one was chosen. 

 
The purpose of the Safe Routes to School project targeting NMT infrastructure on Robertson Blvd. and 
11th Street in Chowchilla is to provide complete area-wide non-motorized traffic improvements in the 
vicinity of several Chowchilla Elementary School District School District campuses, including Wilson 
Middle School, Stephens Elementary, Fuller Elementary, and Reagan Elementary schools.  Also within 
the vicinity and benefiting from the project are the Chowchilla Union High School campus and District 
offices, local residences, and local businesses.  Robertson Blvd. and 11th Street currently do not provide 
safe all-weather surfaces for non-motorized travel (NMT), including pedestrians and bicyclists, as 
existing sidewalks are in disrepair or nonexistent; there are no ADA-compliant curb ramps or driveways; 
crosswalks, if present, are not properly marked; and traffic signage on 11th street is either not visible or 
not present at many intersections.  
 

No 

No 
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This project will complete improvements on Robertson Boulevard (State Route 233) between 7th and 
15th Streets and 11th Street from Ventura Avenue to Humboldt Avenue.  Pedestrian safety will be 
improved for students, parents and recreation enthusiasts who are required or chose to travel by bicycle 
or on foot through the construction of new sidewalks, curb and gutters, pavement improvements, ADA-
compliant curb ramps, marked crosswalks, and appropriate signage.  The anticipated increase in NMT 
will lead to health benefits for not only the users, but for the community by way of emissions reductions.  
Community facilities, including the District Offices and Public Library will be more easily accessible 
and have the potential for creating mode shift to non-auto travel for more regional travel which further 
increases the project benefits.  
 
As an alternative to the proposed improvements, the roadway shoulders could be paved or widened 
without providing raised concrete sidewalks; however, the improvement to pedestrian safety would be 
extremely diminished as walking spaces would be eliminated and ADA-compliance needs left unmet.  
Various traffic calming measures could be installed at intersections and in medians on Robertson Blvd., 
however, these can be expensive and time-consuming to construct during a given timeframe.  They 
could potentially slow movement of goods and services along a state highway as well.    The 
improvements as proposed in this project not only benefit pedestrian safety, but they also have the 
potential to increase the value of the adjacent properties. The cost savings for this alternative 
improvement would not outweigh the loss of benefit to the public.   
 

B. Calculate the ratio of the benefits of the project relative to both the total project cost and 

funds requested (i.e., ݐ݂݅݁݊݁ܤ∗
ݐݏ݋ܥ	ݐ݆ܿ݁݋ݎܲ	݈ܽݐ݋ܶ

 and ݐ݂݅݁݊݁ܤ∗
݀݁ݐݏ݁ݑݍܴ݁	ݏ݀݊ݑܨ	݉ܽݎ݃݋ݎܲ

). 

*Benefits must directly relate to the goals of the Active Transportation Program.  

The Benefits of this type of project can be abstract and difficult to quantify.  Therefore, a logical 
approach was developed whereby a value of “benefit” was assigned to specific overall goals of the 
Caltrans ATP program.   This benefit was represented as a specific numerical value (1-0) denoting a 
level of benefit per student.  That level of benefit was determined by how well the specific sidewalk 
improvement project for NMT safety infrastructure on Robertson Boulevard (State Route 233) between 
7th and 15th Streets and 11th Street from Ventura Avenue to Humboldt Avenue meets each of the 
Caltrans goals.  The sum of those values represented the total project benefit per student.   
 
The total project benefit per student was then multiplied as a function of: Benefit per student (B) x 
Number of Students Benefited (S) x School Days per year the project would be used (D) * Effectiveness 
period of the project (Life) to calculate a Total Benefits figure for the project.  This total benefits figure 
was then inserted into the Cost Effectiveness equations suggested by Caltrans for use with the ATP 
grant.  The total benefits figure was divided by the total project cost and fund requested figures (see 
Engineering Estimate attachment) to calculate the benefits of the project relative to both the total project 
cost and funds requested. 
 
 Inputs to Calculate Cost-Effectiveness: 

o Funding Dollars (Funding): $550,000 
o Total Dollars (Total Cost): $550,000 
o Effectiveness Period (Life): 20 years 
o School Days Per Year (D): 180 x 80% = 144 (Assume 20% of days not conducive to 

walking/biking) 
o Students Benefited (S):  803 (Approx. total students walking/biking after project 

complete) 
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ATP Program Goals/Benefits Matrix: 
ATP Program Goals Benefit per 

Student  
(0-1) 

Explanation 

Increase the proportion of trips accomplished by 
biking and walking 

1 Parent input and observation shows added 
walking facilities on Robertson and 11th 
Street will increase users 

Increase safety and mobility of non-motorized 
users 
 

1 Added sidewalk and pedestrian facilities 
on Robertson and 11th Street will 
significantly increase safety, including 
safety for disabled students and residents 

Advance the active transportation efforts to 
regional agencies to achieve greenhouse gas 
reduction goals 

1 Per CARB Method, increased student 
traffic via walking or biking also reduces 
vehicle miles traveled 

Enhance Public Health 
 

1 Increases in biking and walking by added 
Robertson and 11th Street improvements 
increases daily activity and enhances 
public health 

Ensure that disadvantaged communities fully 
share the benefits of the program 

1 The proposed project is in a disadvantaged 
community and will directly benefit 
students and local residents 

Provide a broad spectrum of projects to benefit 
many types of active transportation users 

.5 The proposed project is specifically 
targeted at infrastructure to promote 
walking and biking 

Total Benefits per Student (B): 5.5  
 
Cost Benefit Calculations: 
Total Benefits   =  (B) * (S) * (D) * (Life) 
   =  (5.5) * (803) * (144) * (20) 
   =  12,719,520 

Cost Effectiveness of ATP Dollars = (Total Benefits) 
     (Funding) 

     =    (12,719,520)     
        ($550,000) 

  Cost Effectiveness = 23.1 Benefits/$1.00 

Cost Effectiveness of Total Dollars = (Total Benefits) 
      (Total Cost) 

      =    (12,719,520) 
         ($550,000) 

   Cost Effectiveness = 23.1 Benefits/$1.00 

Ratio of benefits of the project relative to both the total project cost and funds requested: 

Cost Effectiveness of ATP Dollars  = 23.1 Benefits/$1.00 

Cost Effectiveness of Total Dollars  = 23.1 Benefits/$1.00 
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5. IMPROVED PUBLIC HEALTH (0-10 points) 
 

A. Describe how the project will improve public health, i.e. through the targeting of 
populations who have a high risk factor for obesity, physical inactivity, asthma, or other 
health issues. 

 
The City of Chowchilla coordinated with the Madera County Department of Public Health to identify 
specific health risk factors and populations within the Chowchilla community that could be targeted by 
the SRTS project on Robertson and 11th Street.   The overall goal of the project, in line with the ATP 
program, is to get people, particularly students, active and moving using non-motorized modes of 
transportation.  Hispanics are a significant group in Chowchilla, accounting for 37.8% of the local 
population, the second largest ethnic group behind whites, which account for 61.6% of the population.  
However, there are a higher percentage of Hispanic students attending Chowchilla Elementary School 
District schools, where 61.2% are Hispanic and 33.3% are white.  As Hispanic and white students are 
both the dominant ethnic groups in the school district (and community at large) each group will be the 
targeted population for providing public health benefits.  Per the 2011-2012 California Health Interview 
Survey (CHIS) survey for Madera County, only 24.3% of all youth (all races) were active at least one 
hour per day, seven days a week; the majority, 43.9%, was active only four days per week.  The 2009 
CHIS survey also indicated that 61.8% of school-age youth that could walk or bike to school within half 
an hour chose not to walk; 56% of Hispanic youth chose not to walk to school and 74.9% of white 
students did not walk when they otherwise could.  The 2007 CHIS noted that 86.1% of all youth had not 
walked, biked, or skated to school within the past week; when broken down by ethnicity, 80.8% of 
Hispanic youth and 95% of white students had not walked, biked, or skated to school.    What all these 
points of data point to is a general trend over where a significant portion of youth in Madera County, of 
both Hispanic and White ethnicities, that are not very active and do not engage in healthy activities like 
walking or biking.  On a local level, data for the Chowchilla Elementary School District Schools 
confirms similar trends to those seen countywide where currently only 28% (about 610) of the total 
enrolled students actually walk or bike to school even though they live nearby within a 2-mile radius of 
the campus.  This means they are not engaging in physical activity, at least while commuting to school.   
 
Stakeholders in this project (parents, teachers, and City staff) have cited unsafe walking conditions, 
particularly along Robertson Blvd, as being a primary reason for why students do not walk to school.  
However, stakeholders voiced that street improvements including the repair of existing sidewalks, 
properly marked crosswalks, and appropriate signage would improve likelihood of walking to school.  
Therefore, the City of Chowchilla plans to develop non-motorized traffic infrastructure improvements 
including the installation of sidewalks, repair of existing sidewalks, ADA-compliant curb ramps, ADA-
compliant driveways, properly marked crosswalks, and appropriate traffic signage to improve two 
primary walking routes to Chowchilla Elementary School District schools.  New and repaired sidewalks 
with appropriate signage, markings, and ramps will give students an ADA-accessible space for walking 
or biking that is not within the adjacent roadway.  Properly marked crosswalks and traffic signage will 
help control and slow traffic in school zones, minimizing the risk for potential collisions.  Curbs and 
gutters will help with drainage during storms, preventing the muddy and unsafe conditions that can 
result on the currently unpaved shoulders. 
 
It is anticipated that the proposed NMT pedestrian safety improvements on those streets could lead to an 
overall increase in the number of students walking to school.  With completion of the project, it is 
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expected that an additional 12% (193) of the students that are driven or take busses to school will shift to 
other forms of non-motorized transportation to reach local destinations, for a total of 803 or more 
students using NMT or 50% of the students living within a 2-mile radius of the school.   
 
 

 
6. BENEFIT TO DISADVANTAGED COMMUNITIES (0-10 points)  

 
A. I.  Is the project located in a disadvantaged community?  Y/N    

 
II. Does the project significantly benefit a disadvantaged community? Y/N     

 
a. Which criteria does the project meet? (Answer all that apply) 

 
o Median household income for the community benefited by the project:  

$41,373 
 

o California Communities Environmental Health Screen Tool 
(CalEnvironScreen) score for the community benefited by the project:  39.44 

 
o For projects that benefit public school students, percentage of students 

eligible for the Free or Reduced Price Meals Programs:  37.0 % 
 

b. Should the community benefitting from the project be considered disadvantaged 
based on criteria not specified in the program guidelines? If so, provide data for 
all criteria above and a quantitative assessment of why the community should be 
considered disadvantaged. 

 
The City of Chowchilla could further be qualified as a disadvantaged community due to its high 
unemployment and poverty levels, which stand at 11.3% unemployment with 18.4% of the population 
living below the poverty level per 2012 US Census estimates.  This is 3.1% higher than the California 
state average.  Further, out of the officially recorded population of 17,925, 10,824 are institutionalized in 
a nearby correctional facility, putting the City’s actual non-institutionalized population at about 7,101.   

 
B. Describe how the project demonstrates a clear benefit to a disadvantaged community 

and what percentage of the project funding will benefit that community, for projects 
using the school based criteria describe specifically the school students and community 
will benefit.  

 
The Robertson Blvd. and 11th Street SRTS project will provide 100% benefit to the disadvantaged 
Community of Chowchilla.  The City’s 2012 median household income is $41,373, approximately 67% 
of the State of California’s median household income of $61,400.  This qualifies the City as a 
disadvantaged community per the criteria given in the ATP guidelines.  The City’s California 
Communities Environmental Health Screen Tool score is not within the top 10 percent statewide.  37% 
of the students in Chowchilla Elementary School District qualify for free or reduced price meals, so 
these are not sufficient to meet the 75% or greater criteria required by the ATP grant.   
 

Yes 

Yes 
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Nevertheless, the project clearly benefits a disadvantaged community, as a whole, by installing non-
motorized pedestrian safety infrastructure in areas where such infrastructure is either lacking or in 
disrepair along Robertson Blvd. and 11th Street: 
 38 ADA-accessible curb ramps to be installed along Robertson Boulevard at the intersections of 8th, 

9th, 10th, 11th, 13th, 14th, and 15th as well as on 11th Street at the intersections of Orange, Robertson, 
Kings, Riverside, Sonoma, and Ventura streets will remove a barrier that has prevented disabled 
students and persons from easily crossing streets at intersections.   

 3,100 S.F. of ADA-accessible driveways constructed on 11th Street between Humboldt and Orange 
Avenues (west side); Orange and Robertson Blvd. (both sides); Robertson and Kings Ave. (both 
sides); Kings and Riverside Ave. (both sides); Monterey and Sonoma Ave. (both sides); as well as 
Sonoma and Ventura Avenues (both sides), will allow disabled persons to easily cross the driveway 
area in the sidewalk. 

 10,506 S.F. of sidewalk replacements on the south side of Robertson Boulevard between 7th - 8th 
streets (both sides), 8th - 9th streets (south side), 10th - 11th streets (both sides), 11th - 13th streets 
(south side), 13th - 14th streets (north side), and 14th – 15th streets (north side) will replace current 
infrastructure that is old and which has been damaged in many places.  This will make for smooth 
surfaces that pedestrians are less likely to trip or be injured on as well as make the infrastructure 
more “user friendly” for disabled and elderly residents. 

 10,815 S.F. of new sidewalk installation on the south side of Robertson Blvd. from 13th - 14th, and 
14th - 15th streets as well as on 11th Street between Humboldt - Orange (west side), Orange - 
Robertson (east side), Robertson - Kings (east side), Kings - Riverside (east side), Monterey - 
Sonoma (both sides), and Sonoma - Ventura (both sides); along with 1,360 L.F. of new curb and 
gutter.  These facilities will provide safer walking conditions along either side of the street.   

 Marked crosswalks on Robertson Blvd. at the intersections of 7th street, 8th street, 10th street, 11th 
street, 13th street, and 15th street; as well as 11th Street at the intersections of Robertson Blvd., Kings 
Ave., Riverside Ave., and Monterey Ave. will give students and pedestrians a defined place to cross 
the street, particularly on Robertson Blvd., which is a state highway (SR 233).   
 

 
 
7. USE OF CALIFORNIA CONSERVATION CORPS (CCC) OR A CERTIFIED COMMUNITY 

CONSERVATION CORPS (0 to -5 points) 
 

The applicant must send the following information to the CCC and CALCC prior to 
application submittal to Caltrans: 
 
Project Description   Detailed Estimate     Project Schedule 
Project Map    Preliminary Plan 

 
The corps agencies can be contacted at:  
California Conservation Corps at: www.ccc.ca.gov 
Community Conservation Corps at: http://calocalcorps.org 
 
A.  The applicant has coordinated with the CCC to identify how a state conservation 

corps can be a partner of the project.  Y/N  
a.  Name, e-mail, and phone # of the person contacted and the date the 

information was submitted to them 
 

Yes 



   

19 
City of Chowchilla - Robertson Blvd/SR 233 & 11th St. Pedestrian Improvements 

Virginia Clark 
 Region Deputy, Region 1, California Conservation Corps  
Phone: (916) 341-3147 
Email: virginia.clark@ccc.ca.gov 
Date information sent: May 7, 2014 
 

B. The applicant has coordinated with a representative from the California Association 
of Local Conservation Corps (CALCC) to identify how a certified community 
conservation corps can be a partner of the project.  Y/N   

a.  Name, e-mail, and phone # of the person contacted and the date the 
information was submitted to them 
 
Shawn Riggins, Director Fresno EOC Local Conservation Corps/YouthBuild Fresno 
Phone: (559) 264-1048 
Email: Shawn.Riggins@fresnoeoc.org   
Date information sent: May 7, 2014 
 

C. The applicant intends to utilize the CCC or a certified community conservation corps 
on all items where participation is indicated?  Y/N  Yes 

 
I have coordinated with a representative of the CCC; and the following are project items 
that they are qualified to partner on: 
 
In an email dated May 13, 2014, from Virginia Clark, CCC Region Deputy, Region 1 to the 
City of Chowchilla, it was noted that the CCC would not be opting to partner with the City 
on this project.   
 

 
I have coordinated with a representative of the CALCC; and the following are project 
items that they are qualified to partner on: 

 
In a letter dated May 14, 2014, from Salvatore Terry, General Manager of the Fresno Local 
Conservation Corps, California Local Conservation Corps, it was decided to partner with 
the City on this project.  Fresno Local Conservation Corps will perform the following 
project items: 
• Grubbing and clearing 
• Demo of existing Concrete and A/C 
• Grading and compacting 
• Forming on grade 
• Placing and finishing ready-mix concrete 
• Installation of ADA domes   
 

 
 
 
 
 

Yes 
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8. APPLICANT’S PERFORMANCE ON PAST GRANTS  ( 0 to -10 points)  
 

A. Describe any of your agency’s ATP type grant failures during the past 5 years, and 
what changes your agency will take in order to deliver this project. 

  
OTS In-roadway lighting systems grant: 
The City submitted an application through OTS for in-roadway lighting systems for the period 10/1/04-
09/30/05.  The City backed out of the grant due to the project being located on SR-233/Robertson Blvd., 
which was a federal aid highway.  OTS did not allow projects to be funded on that classification of 
roadway.   
 
Caltrans HSlP Grant Program: 
The City applied for a Caltrans HSIP grant (Project# 5258-024) to install in-pavement crosswalk lights 
on Robertson Blvd and 3rd Street.  The City of Chowchilla was not able to meet the delivery milestones 
(performance time lines) for the grant in accordance with the Project Agreement and Liquidation of 
Funds provided in the Exhibit 3-A Request for Authorization to Proceed with Preliminary Engineering 
and the Field Review Form (March 19, 2009).  This inability to proceed with the project was the result 
of severe financial difficulties encountered by the City during the recession of 2008-2009.   
 
In preparation of this application to the Caltrans ATP grant program, the City of Chowchilla has made 
the following changes to ensure the project will be delivered: 
1) Appropriate internal staffing resources have been allocated to ensure long-term administration of the 

program and completion of the project by set milestones.  While economic and budget crises that 
could impact the City’s ability to complete a project cannot be accurately forecasted, proper staff 
management will help ensure it is completed as scheduled and that the City does not need to back 
out of the project. 

2) The City has developed a project schedule/timeline that fits within its known capabilities at the time 
of application submission and which takes into account current staffing and management ability. 

3) The City has secured the support of Caltrans on the proposed ATP project and coordinated with 
them on the development of the application.  As part of the project takes place along a state highway, 
this coordination was critical to ensure the project was eligible for the ATP grant and had permission 
to be conducted, in part, on a state highway. 

4) The City has secured support for the project from local stakeholders, including the Chowchilla 
Elementary School District and Chowchilla Union High School District.\ 

5) The City has secured support from of the Fresno Local Conservation Corps, California Local 
Conservation Corps to conduct certain infrastructure construction items, ensuring they will be 
completed.  A partnership of this sort was not required, nor implemented, on past similar grants.       
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This project is part of a strategic planning effort to provide needed infrastructure and significantly safer 
walking/biking and disabled students/pedestrian access to local schools via Robertson Boulevard/SR 233 
between 7th St and 15th St, within Caltrans Right-of-Way, and along 11th St from Ventura Ave to Humboldt 
Ave.  New sidewalk is needed where none exists, existing sidewalks need to be replaced due to deterioration 
and age; ADA compliant curb ramps and driveways are needed for accessibility, properly marked and visible 
crosswalks and signage are needed for safe walking conditions. 
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proposed is the Installation of sidewalks, ADA Curb Ramps, Crosswalks and STOP signs on the Robertson 
Boulevard between 7th and 15th Street and 11th Street from Ventura Avenue to Humboldt Avenue. 
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(916) 654-3880 or write Records and Forms Management, 1120 N Street, MS-89, Sacramento, CA 95814.

05/29/16

04/27/16

E-mail Address

Project Study Report Approved

Component

Phone
559-665-8615

Includes Bike/Ped ImprovementsIncludes ADA Improvements

Element

abenelli@ci.chowchillla.ca.us

Supports Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) Goals Reduces Greenhouse Gas Emissions

City of Chowchilla
Purpose and Need See page 2

Project Benefits See page 2
Construction of pedestrian safety elements that will increase access safe modes of transportation within the 
city: 11,000 S.F. of new sidewalk including 1,350 L.F. of concrete curb and gutter; 38 ADA-compliant curb 
ramps; repair 9,500 S.F of existing sidewalks; ADA compliant driveway approaches; upgraded traffic signage; 
and continuation of a “Public Education” campaign from prior grants.  

End Construction Phase (Construction Contract Acceptance Milestone)

CEDocument TypeCirculate Draft Environmental Document

ADA Notice

12/15/16
01/27/17

Begin Closeout Phase

New Project 
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DTP-0001 (Revised July 2013) Date: 5/15/14

District EA
06

Project Title:

Component Prior 14/15 15/16 16/17 17/18 18/19 19/20+ Total
E&P (PA&ED) 20 20
PS&E 60 60
R/W SUP (CT)
CON SUP (CT)
R/W
CON 470 470
TOTAL 80 470 550

Fund No. 1:

Component Prior 14/15 15/16 16/17 17/18 18/19 19/20+ Total
E&P (PA&ED) 20 20
PS&E 60 60
R/W SUP (CT)
CON SUP (CT)
R/W
CON 470 470
TOTAL 80 470 550

Fund No. 2:

Component Prior 14/15 15/16 16/17 17/18 18/19 19/20+ Total
E&P (PA&ED)
PS&E
R/W SUP (CT)
CON SUP (CT)
R/W
CON
TOTAL

Fund No. 3:

Component Prior 14/15 15/16 16/17 17/18 18/19 19/20+ Total
E&P (PA&ED)
PS&E
R/W SUP (CT)
CON SUP (CT)
R/W
CON
TOTAL

STATE OF CALIFORNIA ● DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Route TCRP No.

PROJECT PROGRAMMING REQUEST

County Project ID PPNO

Robertson Boulevard and 11th Street Pedestrian Improvements
Robertson Blvd, MAD, MAD

Program Code
Proposed Funding ($1,000s)

This project is 100% funded by 
Caltrans under the Active 
Transportation Program because it 
is a Safe Route to School Project, 
which does not require local 
match. 

Proposed Total Project Cost ($1,000s) Notes

Funding Agency

Program Code
Proposed Funding ($1,000s) Active Transportation Program

Funding Agency
Caltrans

Funding Agency

Program Code
Proposed Funding ($1,000s)

1 of 3
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VI. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

FUNDING SUMMARY

ATP Funds being requested by Phase      Amount

Total for ALL Phases $

All Non-ATP fund types on this project*      Amount

ATP Work Specific Funding Breakdown      Amount

ALLOCATION/AUTHORIZATION REQUESTS SCHEDULE

      Proposed Allocation Date Proposed Authorization (E-76) Date

Project name: Robertson Blvd./SR 233 & 11th Street Pedestrian Safety Improvements

80,000

470,000

550,000

550,000
Yes

550,000

01/15/2015 05/15/2015
05/01/2015 09/01/2016

12/15/2015 04/15/2016
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VII. NON-INFRASTRUCTURE SCHEDULE INFORMATION

Start Date  End Date   Task/Deliverables

Project name: Robertson Blvd./SR 233 & 11th Street Pedestrian Safety Improvements

N/A
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Project name: SRTS Infrastructure Improvements for Robertson Blvd. & 11th Street 

PLICATION SIGNATURES 

Signature: -T-...,.......-....c.....,......,=--- ....t...:.'----==...=,..:;...-­
Name: 

Date: 5/21/2014 
Phone: 559-665-8615 x100 

Title: e-mail: mlewis@ci.chowchilla.ca.us 

Local Agency Official (City Engineer or Public Works Director): The undersigned affirms that the statements 
contained in the applicati pa age a true and complete to the best of their knowledge. 

Date: 5/21/2014 
Phone: 559-665-8615 x300 
e-mail: abenelli@ci.chowchilla.ca.us 

School Official : The undersigned affirms that the school(s) benefited by this application is not on a school 
closure list. 

Signature: P~-6!4tuk~~- Date: 5/21/2014 
Name: Dr. Charles Martin Phone: 559-665-8000 
Title: Superintendent e-mail: martinc@chowkids.com 

Person to contact for questions: 

Name: Joanne Upton Phone: 559-665-8615 x322 
Title: Administrative AnalysVAirport Liaison e-mail: jupton@ci.chowchilla.ca.us 

Caltrans District Traffic Operations Office Approval* 
If the application's project proposes improvements on a freeway or state highway that affects the safety or 
operations of the facility, it is required that the proposed improvements be reviewed by the district traffic 
operations office and either a letter of support or acknowledgement from the traffic operations office be attached 
L) or the signa re of the tra 1c personnel be secured below. 

Signature: -L.....It...!_;;;;;_t,---=--+...;..,l,:::...:...-=;.:,;..,:........:: ___ _ 
Name: Anthony Barrio 
Title: District 6 Traffic Operations/Traffic Safety 

Date: 5/21/2014 
Phone: 559-445-5465 
e-mail: anthony.j.barrios@dot.ca.gov> 

*Contact the District Local Assistance Engineer (DLAE) for the project to get Caltrans Traffic Ops contact 
information. DLAE contact information can be found at http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/LocaiPrograms/dlae.htm 

Page 7 of 8 
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  Page 8 of 8 

 
 
 
 

VIII. ADDITIONAL APPLICATION ATTACHMENTS 
 

Check all attachments included with this application. 
 
 

   Vicinity/Location Map- REQUIRED for all IF Projects 
 North Arrow 
 Label street names and highway route numbers 
 Scale 

 
   Photos and/or Video of Existing Location- REQUIRED for all IF Projects 

 Minimum of one labeled color photo of the existing project location 
 Minimum photo size 3 x 5 inches 
 Optional video and/or time-lapse 

 
   Preliminary Plans- REQUIRED for Construction phase only 

 Must include a north arrow 
 Label the scale of the drawing 
 Typical Cross sections where applicable with property or right-of-way lines 
 Label street names, highway route numbers and easements 

 
   Detailed Engineer’s Estimate- REQUIRED for Construction phase only 

 Estimate must be true and accurate.  Applicant is responsible for verifying costs prior to  
     submittal 

 Must show a breakdown of all bid items by unit and cost.  Lump Sum may only be used per  
     industry standards 

 Must identify all items that ATP will be funding 
 Contingency is limited to 10% of funds being requested 
 Evaluation required under the ATP guidelines is not a reimbursable item 

 
   Documentation of the partnering maintenance agreement- Required with the application if an entity,   

       other than the applicant, is going to assume responsibility for the operation and maintenance of the  
       facility  
 

   Documentation of the partnering implementation agreement-Required with the application if an 
       entity, other than the applicant, is going to implement the project.   

 
   Letters of Support from Caltrans (Required for projects on the State Highway System(SHS)) 

 
   Digital copy of or an online link to an approved plan (bicycle, pedestrian, safe routes to school,  

       active transportation, general, recreation, trails, city/county or regional master plan(s), technical  
       studies, and/or environmental studies (with environmental commitment record or list of mitigation  
       measures), if applicable.  Include/highlight portions that are applicable to the proposed project. 

 
   Documentation of the public participation process (required) 

 
   Letter of Support from impacted school- when the school isn’t the applicant or partner on the  

       application (required) 
 

   Additional documentation, letters of support, etc (optional) 

Project name: 
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Appendix A: Project Vicinity Map, City of Chowchilla, Madera Co. CA.
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Project Location (in red): 
Robertson Boulevard (State Route 233) between 7th and 15th Street; and 11th Street from Ventura Avenue to Humboldt Avenue
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Appendix B: 
 
 

Photos of Existing Location 
 

(11th Street, Fuller Elementary School) 
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Appendix B: 
 
 

Photos of Existing Location 
 

(11th Street at Robertson Blvd. & Wilson Middle School) 
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Appendix C: Preliminary Plans - Robertson Blvd/SR 233
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Appendix C: Preliminary Plans - 11th Street
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Agency:

Project 
Name:

Project 
Location:

Date of 
Estimate:

Prepared 
by:

Item No. Description Quantity Units Unit Cost Total

1 E&P (PA&ED) 1 LS $20,000.00 20,000.00$         

2 PS&E 1 LS $60,000.00 60,000.00$         

3 Mobilization and demo 1 LS $10,000.00 10,000.00$         

4 Traffic Control 1 LS $20,000.00 20,000.00$         

5 Sign Relocation 10 EA $200.00 2,000.00$           

6 Clearing and grubbing 1 LS $30,000.00 30,000.00$         

7 Sidewalk Removal 10506 SF $3.50 36,771.00$         

8 New ADA-compliant Ramps 38 EA $2,000.00 76,000.00$         

9 New ADA-compliant Driveways 3100 SF $15.00 46,500.00$         

10 New Sidewalk 10815 SF $8.00 86,520.00$         

11 New Curb & Gutter 1360 LF $40.00 54,400.00$         

12 Utility Relocation 5 EA $5,000.00 25,000.00$         

13 Thermoplastic Striping 1 LS $70,000.00 70,000.00$         

14 Contingency 1 LS $12,809.00 12,809.00$         

TOTAL: 550,000.00$       

May 14, 2014

Jaspreet Mangat, Engineer I

Appendix D
Detailed Engineer's Estimate

For E&P, PS&E, and Construction Items

City of Chowchilla

ATP SRTS: Robertson Blvd./SR 233 & 11th Street Pedestrian Safety Improvements

City of Chowchilla, CA



 

 

Appendix E: 

 

Approved Plan 

Madera County Transportation Commission  

2011 Regional Transportation Plan Excerpts 

 

Link to Plan: 

http://www.ca-ilg.org/sites/main/files/file-attachments/final_2011_rtp.pdf  
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Madera County 2011 Regional Transportation Plan 
Madera County Transportation Commission 
 
 

 
Page 4-37 

 

of the County, bicycling can be the fastest way of getting to work or to any destination, 
especially during the peak periods. 
 
These same advantages can be said for those who travel by walking. Bicycle and pedestrian 
mode disadvantages include almost no protection in case of collision, limited carrying capacity, 
increased travel time for longer trips, and direct exposure to inclement weather, especially 
during fog in the winter and high temperatures in the summer months.   
 
It is particularly important to improve bicycle and pedestrian access to intermodal facilities (rail 
stations and transit centers). Using non-motorized forms of transportation reduce engine cold 
starts and short vehicle trips, which contribute significantly to air pollution. The provision of new 
or improved access to such facilities could be made by bicycle or pedestrian modes and replace 
short automobile trips. To increase the bicycle mode share, in particular, significant publicity and 
marketing efforts are necessary, as well as a new approach by transportation agencies to 
planning facilities for both bicyclists and pedestrians. This approach increases attention to these 
modes and focuses on intermodal connections. 
 
Non-Motorized System Accomplishments 
 
♦ City of Chowchilla 
 
 Bicycle Route Signing along 3rd, 5th, and 11th Streets. 
 Bicycle Lanes along Kings Avenue and Trinity Avenue. 
 Sidewalks adjacent to Wilson, Stevens, and Fuller Grammar Schools. 
 Sidewalk along Ventura Avenue. 
 Chowchilla River Trail. 

 
♦ City of Madera  
 
 Various Sidewalk Improvements.   
 Vern McCollough Fresno River Trail. 
 

♦ County of Madera 
 
 Bikeway Improvements along Road 426 and 427 near Yosemite High School. 
 Bikeway Improvements along Road 36 1/2 between Kensington and Avenue 13. 

 
Non-Motorized System Needs and Actions 
 
The Cities of Chowchilla and Madera and Madera County have prepared bicycle plans. Exhibits 
4-5 through 4-7 identify the planned routes for bike lanes and paths. The plans stress the 
importance of making the road system compatible for bicycle and pedestrian transportation. In 
addition, the State of California has been working to improve and promote on-street bicycle 
commuting to urban cores and to support bicycle access to transit and passenger rail modes.  
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Madera County 2011 Regional Transportation Plan 
Madera County Transportation Commission 
 
 

 
Page 4-43 

 

♦ continue to allocate funds for nonmotorized projects promoting both bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities; and 
 

♦ encourage local jurisdictions to consider adopting land use policies that promote non-
motorized transportation and reduce dependence on the automobile for work, shopping, 
social and recreational purposes consistent with the Madera County 2004 Bicycle 
Transportation Plan.  The SJVAPCD’s Air Quality Guidelines for General Plans is available 
for use by local agencies to assist in the efforts to coordinate transportation, land use and air 
quality planning. 

 
Pedestrian Improvements  
           
There are several strategies that will serve to improve conditions for existing pedestrians and to 
induce others to join them. These measures include:  

 
♦ routine maintenance of existing sidewalks and curbing, including smoothing uneven 

surfaces, improving drainage, trimming vegetation, removing intrusive street furniture, 
including signs, sweeping and shoveling; 

 
♦ building new sidewalks to provide continuity; 
 
♦ providing 'pedestrian-friendly' intersection design (appropriate signal-head placement,  

signal intervals, curb ramps, signed and painted crosswalks, adequate lighting, etc.);  
 
♦ increased emphasis on access to transit.  In all these areas, access for people with 

disabilities must also be part of the program; 
 
♦ providing safe and direct pedestrian routes and bikeways between places; and 
 
♦ promoting walking and bike riding for transportation and recreation. 

 
In general, all new roadway projects and all reconstruction projects should be constructed so as 
to provide increased safety and mobility for all users, including people who walk and bicycle.  
 
Goods Movement 
 
Goods movement in Madera County is primarily made along the network of highways and 
railroads. After many years of decline due to increased competition from trucks, rail freight is 
reasserting itself as an important component of the transportation system. While cartage by 
truck will remain an important component of a competitive and multimodal freight network, an 
efficient, high capacity freight rail system is also essential to ensure the seamless movement of 
goods between Madera County and markets and manufacturers in the north, south and east. 
While local freight distribution within the San Joaquin Valley, including Madera County, will 
continue to be handled mostly by trucks, railroads will serve some industries along the railroad 
lines. Improvements made to rail rights-of-way, generally for passenger travel, should also help 
the freight railroads by allowing faster, smoother travel. 
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Appendix F:  

 

Public Participation Process Documentation 
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Appendix G: 
 
 

Letter of Support from School 
 

(Chowchilla Elementary School District) 



 

Fairmead School • Merle L. Fuller School • Ronald Reagan School • Stephens School • Wilson Middle School  

 
 

 
 
April 25, 2014 
 
Caltrans, Division of Local Assistance, MS‐1, Attention Chief 
Office of Active Transportation & Special Programs 
P.O. Box 942874 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
 
A Letter of Support 
Active Transportation Program 
Cycle 1 
 
 
It is with great pleasure that the Chowchilla Elementary School District support the 
“Active Transportation Program” being submitted by the City of Chowchilla. The intent of 
the grant is to improve the safety of students traveling to and from school. The grant will 
help improve targeted sidewalks, ADA curb returns, and hopefully install much needed 
radar speed signs that will encourage drivers to obey the school zone speeds. The District 
and city have an excellent working relationship that is always focused on improved safety 
efforts. The receipt of this grant will truly be a win‐win for the community. 
 
The completion of this project will enhance the safety of our students traveling to and 
from school. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Charles Martin 
Superintendent 

CHOWCHILLA ELEMENTARY  
SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 
            Mailing Address for all Departments 

355 N. 5th St. / P.O. Box 910 
Chowchilla, CA  93610 

(559) 665-8000 / fax: (559) 665-3036 
 

Dr. Charles Martin 
       Superintendent 

    
   Linda Russell-Scheet                 C. Lynette Walker 

                Assistant Superintendent      Assistant Superintendent  
  of Educational Services     of Administrative Services 

Trustees 
Conrad Gaunt 

Kenneth Lasiter 
Charlene Petitt 
Leslie Rogers 

Barbara Schnoor 
 



 

 

Appendix H: 

 

Additional Letters of Support 
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Appendix I: 

 

Collision History Maps & Data 

 

TIMS SRTS Collision Map with Collision History 

TIMS SWITRS Map 
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5/12/2014 Transportation Injury Mapping System (TIMS)

http://tims.berkeley.edu/tools/srts/main.php 1/2

SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL COLLISION MAP VIEWER

Interactive map and data summaries of bicycle and/or pedestrian collisions around school.

Types of Collisions: Bicycle Pedestrian

Collision Severity: Fatal Severe Injury Other Visible Injury Complaint of Pain

Years : 2009 - 2011

Wilson Middle
1209 Robertson Blvd. | Chowchilla | Madera County | CDS: 20651936023907

Map data ©2014 GoogleReport a map error

Summary Statistics

Radius Fatal Severe Injury Visible Injury
Complaint of

Pain
Pedestrian Bicycle Total

<¼ mi. 0 0 3 2 4 1 5

¼ - ½ mi. 0 0 1 2 3 0 3

Total 0 0 4 4 7 1 8

http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=37.11575,-120.26843&z=15&t=m&hl=en-US&gl=US&mapclient=apiv3&skstate=action:mps_dialog$apiref:1&output=classic
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=37.11575,-120.26843&z=15&t=m&hl=en-US&gl=US&mapclient=apiv3


5/12/2014 Transportation Injury Mapping System (TIMS)

http://tims.berkeley.edu/tools/srts/main.php 2/2

Collision List

Case ID Date Time Primary Secondary Distance Direction Bike Ped

4136885 2009-01-18 13:05 VENTURA AV HOSPITAL DR 0 - No Yes

4238163 2009-04-30 18:00 11TH ST KINGS AV 0 - No Yes

4445261 2009-09-06 20:50
WEST

ROBERTSON BL
ROBERTSON 0 - No Yes

4858753 2010-08-05 20:18 RT 233 7TH ST 0 - No Yes

4859242 2010-07-07 20:55 ROOSEVELT DR 15TH ST 0 - Yes No

5150003 2011-04-13 8:01 HUMBOLDT AV 13TH ST 0 - No Yes

5222634 2011-06-19 18:58
WEST

ROBERTSON BL
5TH ST 0 - No Yes

5311740 2011-08-13 25:00
WEST

ROBERTSON BL
15TH ST 0 - No Yes



5/12/2014 SWITRS GIS MAP

http://tims.berkeley.edu/tools/gismap/index.php 1/1

 Tools Map Contents

0 0.1 0.2mi

Map SWITRS

Date

From: ▼ 

To: ▼ 

Location

County: ▼ 

City: ▼ 

More Factors

State Highway:

▼ 

Options  Show Collisions

Selected Factors

Apply

01-01-2009

12-31-2012

MADERA

CHOWCHILLA

Collision Factors

Party Factors

Victim Factors

ALL
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