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 Proposal for inclusion in the SCC Contents Chapter

Role of Existing General Plans and Spheres of Influence 

Prepared by Mark Stivers

 Role of Existing General Plans and Spheres of Influence

 In developing and SCS, an MPO shall consult with cities and counties about their existing general plans and foreseeable changes to their general plans over the period covered by the RTP.
An MPO shall also consult with relevant LAFCOs about current sphere of influence and municipal service review boundaries and foreseeable changes to these boundaries over the period covered by the RTP.  While an MPO shall take this information into account, an SCS, however, need not be constrained by this information.  To  the extent they are reasonable and consistent with federal requirements, an MPO may base an SCS on alternative planning    assumptions that differ from and/or go beyond existing plans and boundaries and/or foreseeable future decisions of cities, counties, and LAFCOs.  As a non-exclusive list of examples, an MPO may use alternative planning assumptions because:

1) Existing or foreseeable plans and boundaries will not allow and MPO to meet its GHG target.
2) Existing or foreseeable plans and boundaries may not accommodate short-term or long-term housing needs.
 3) 
Existing plans reflect ordinances, policies, voter-approved measures, or other standards that directly or indirectly limit the number of residential building permits.

Proposal for inclusion in the SCC Contents Chapter

Role of Existing General Plans and Spheres of Influence

Prepared by Karina O’Connor

 Role of Existing General Plans and Spheres of Influence

Where areas include strategies that result in land use changes different than historical trends, federal, state and local agencies should be consulted to reach agreement that the land use assumptions are reasonable, best available, and consistent with the transportation system planned to meet federal guidance on land use.

Recommendations (Shoulds)

Federal: When land use assumptions are radically different from historical, the consultation process should be used to determine why these assumptions are appropriate. The RTP should explain why the assumptions are appropriate.  In subsequent conformity determinations, land use assumptions should be reevaluated through the interagency consultation process.  

Proposal for inclusion in the SCC Contents Chapter

Role of Existing General Plans, Spheres of Influence, and Latest Planning Assumptions 

Prepared by David Schonbrunn
Latest Planning Assumptions

The SCS is required to use latest planning assumptions.  (CFR ,,,)  Because local general plans typically result in a substantial increase in future VMT, it is clear that the SCS will have to modify the location and types of future development if it is to show reduced GHG emissions.  Through a dynamic interchange between the MPO and local jurisdictions, an SCS will emerge that is considered reasonable by stakeholders and representative of the latest thinking by regional and local decision akers.  This result can then be called the latest planning assumptions.

Proposal for inclusion in the SCC Contents Chapter

Addressing Housing Needs in the SCS

Prepared by Rob Ball

Housing Forecasts and DOF

Housing Element law now requires that growth forecasts used in the housing element be with in 3% of the Department of Finance (DOF) forecast for the horizon year of the RTP.  Differences in forecasts may be negotiated in consultation with DOF.  To resolve the issue, the state or neighboring regions should develop and maintain an economic model that predicts based on a balance of employment wages and housing costs, when a household chooses to migrate to a neighboring region. Lacking such a model, the State shall use the MPOs estimate for net migration of households.

Housing Databook as part of RHNA

To streamline development of Housing Elements by local governments, the MPO should consider the development of a Housing databook broken out by jurisdiction, with all the reporting requirements for the housing element and federal comprehensive housing plans.  The databook could include a combined regional housing conditions report based on sampled data and extrapolated to the region using Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and other techniques.

Proposal for inclusion in the SCC Contents Chapter

Definitions for “All Economic Segments” and “Areas Sufficient to House”

Prepared by Mark Stivers
“All economic segments” shall mean the very low, low, moderate, and above moderate income categories, as those categories are defined and used for purposes of the region’s Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) pursuant to Section 65584 of the Government Code.

“Areas sufficient to house” shall mean an aggregate number of acres designated at densities consistent with Section 65583.2(c)(3)(b) of the Government Code to accommodate the housing needs of very low and low income households. 

