Proposed Language for Inclusion in Section 4.41 Contents of the SCS p.115 (Blue Font)
3. Resource Areas and Farmland:

Required: Gather and consider the best practically available scientific information regarding resource areas and farmland in the region, as defined in Government Code 65080.01 (a) and (b) including:

1. All publically owned parks and open space;

2. Open space or habitat areas protected by natural community conservation plans, habitat conservation plans and other adopted natural resource protection plans;

3. Habitat for species identified as candidate, fully protected, sensitive, or species of special status by local, state, or federal agencies or protected by the federal Endangered Species Act, the California Endangered Species Act or the Native Plant Protection Act;

4. Lands subject to conservation or agricultural easements for conservation or agricultural purposes by local governments, special districts, or non profit 501(c)(3) organizations,

5. Areas of the state designated by the State Mining and Geology Board as areas of statewide or regional significance pursuant to Section 2790 of the Public Resources Code, and lands under Williamson Act contracts;

6. Areas designated for open-space or agricultural use in adopted open space elements or agricultural elements of the local general plan or by local ordinance;

7. Areas containing biological resources as described in Appendix G of the of California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) guidelines that may be significantly affected by the sustainable communities strategy or alternative planning strategy and;

8. Areas subject to flooding where a development project would not, at the time of development in the judgment of the agency, meet the requirements of the National Flood Insurance Program or where the area is subject to more protective provisions of state law or local ordinance.

Suggested: As a best practice and to assist MPOs in addressing resource areas and farmland in their development of an SCS, maps of farmland and resource areas, developed in consultation with the appropriate resources agencies, identifying regional priority areas for conservation and mitigation efforts could be prepared. These areas could include but certainly are not limited to: 
1.) areas important for the maintenance of endemic, rare, or imperiled plant and animal species and communities, 
2.) areas that provide connectivity between natural habitats, especially in areas with high rates of land use conversion including riparian areas and areas with low levels of fragmentation from human land uses and infrastructure, 
3.) natural areas adjacent to existing public or privately protected areas that serve to buffer and improve habitat values, 
4.) areas that can serve to buffer developed areas from natural disturbance such as floodplains or natural fire breaks,

5.) natural areas important for carbon storage and sequestration, as well as, 
6.) existing farm and ranch land. In addition to the development of maps, the SCS could also contain a narrative description of how the forecasted development pattern: incorporates and considers the best practically available scientific information regarding resource areas and farmland, was developed in consultation with appropriate resource agencies, and determines priority areas for conservation and mitigation efforts. Please refer to Sections 4.35 and 4.37 of the Guidelines for more information regarding best management practices for the consideration of environmental resource areas and farmland in RTP development.
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