New Language:

Section 2.1  State Requirements

“Section 65080 States RTPs shall address four distinct elements:

1. Policy Element

2. Action Element

3. Financial Element

4. Sustainable Community Strategy”

Section 3.1  Policy, Action, Financial and Sustainable Community Elements
The Sustainable Community Plan

RTPs are required to include a long-term Sustainable Communities Plan (SCP) to plan for sustainable development. These plans serve as a comprehensive document for linking the fields of transportation, land use, housing and environmental planning, with a focus on required greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions reduction as set by the Air Resources Board.

Key requirements:

1) Identify varying land-use areas, residential densities, and building intensities within the region. Parcel-specific maps are not required.

2) Identify areas sufficient to house the entire population, including projected growth and migration, over the course of the planning period of the regional transportation plan.

3) Gather and consider the best practically available scientific information regarding resource areas and farmland in the region. See section 2.3 for more detail.

4) Produce a projected development pattern for the region for integration with the current and future transportation network. This development pattern must be established to reduce the greenhouse gas emissions from automobiles and light trucks to achieve the greenhouse gas emissions reduction targets approved by the state board.

5) If an MPO cannot feasibly achieve the targets within its sustainable communities strategy, it must show how it would do so in another document called an alternative planning strategy (APS) (Government Code §65080[b][2][H]).

6) This strategy must be formulated in conjunction with the Air Board, and submitted to that entity for final review upon completion.

7) At least two forums specifically for local government elected officials must be held.

8) Public outreach must be made, including a 55-day minimum comment period on draft SCP or APS.

9) SB 375 requires increased attention to protection of natural resource lands – greenprint?

SCAG’s SCP is to be carried out by its 14 subregional COGs with SCAG’s guidance.

SCPs and APSs are intended to encourage compact communities and sustainable development, reduce GHG emissions and VMT, prevent habitat and working landscape degradation, and improve quality of life for residents.

Requirements (Shalls)

Federal: None

State: All MPOs are required to produce a SCP or APS to model future land use and reduce GHG emissions.

Recommendations (Shoulds)

Federal: None

State: While analyzing the projected pattern of growth associated with future scenarios, all MPOs should analyze the GHG emissions associated with removal of vegetation as well as the lost sequestration potential from natural ecosystems associated with land use conversion.  
Best Practices: 
________________________________________________
New Section: Regional Greenprint Planning (2.2, Current 2.2 deleted)?

(SB 375 required identification and consideration of significant resource areas and farmland in transportation planning.) Each MPO (and RTPA) is to develop a regional greenprint, which identifies areas with significant ecological resources such as rare, endemic, and unique species and natural communities, environmentally sensitive areas and working landscapes (farmland, ranchland, and working forests). These areas should be integrated into the sustainable community strategy and transportation plans by defining priority areas for avoidance of impacts from projects, and areas to direct mitigation, through limitations on growth, acquisition and restoration activities (as appropriate).  Regional advance mitigation strategies can be employed as well. Specifically taken into account in the greenprint development process should be:

1) Areas important for the maintenance of endemic, rare, or imperiled plant and animal species and communities. 
2) Areas that provide connectivity between natural habitats, especially in areas with high rates of land use conversion, including riparian areas, and areas that have low levels of fragmentation from human land uses and infrastructure. 
3) Natural areas adjacent to existing public or privately protected areas that serve to buffer and improve habitat values within the protected area.

4) Areas that can serve to buffer developed areas from natural disturbance such as floodplains or natural fire breaks.

5) Existing farm and ranchland.   
Upon completion of the regional greenprint, all new planned development must be considered in its structure. 

Regional greenprinting is intended to assist MPOs and RTPAs in complying with SB 375 and in preserving important natural resource areas and agricultural lands, ensuring healthy and prosperous communities and landscapes.
Requirements (Shalls)

Federal: None

State: All MPOs are required to produce regional greenprint of habitat and working landscapes.

Recommendations (Shoulds)

Federal: None

State: None

Best Practices: 
MPO’s and RTPA’s should consider using Regional Advance Mitigation Planning (RAMP) in siting and mitigating for infrastructure projects, in order to maximize cost and time efficiency and protecting the region’s conservation value.
· RAMP incorporates a regional rather than individual project approach to evaluating and mitigating for environmental impacts.  By acting proactively to evaluate the individual and cumulative impacts of several projects at once and focusing mitigation on the high priority conservation opportunities in the region as identified by the regional greenprint, ecosystem-scale conservation needs can be met, providing much more effective conservation.  The time and cost inefficiency of project-by-project review and mitigation can be avoided.
Pg 71:  3.33: “Best Practices: MPOs should utilize their established greenprint to help meet SAFETEA-LU’s State environmental planning document consideration requirement as per sections 450.322(g)(1) and (2).”
