New Language for Sec. 4.41:
“Information on Resource Areas and Farmland:  
In order to comply with the requirements of Government Code 65080(b)(2)(B), as part of the development of an SCS, and MPO may develop a regional “Greenprint”, which identifies areas with significant ecological resources such as rare, endemic, and unique species and natural communities, environmentally sensitive areas and working landscapes (farmland, ranchland, and working forests). These areas should be integrated into the sustainable community strategy and transportation plans by defining and mapping priority areas for avoidance of impacts from projects, and areas to direct mitigation, through limitations on growth, acquisition, and/or restoration activities (as appropriate).  A Greenprint should include mapping of:

1) Areas important for the maintenance of endemic, rare, or imperiled plant and animal species and communities. 
2) Areas that provide connectivity between natural habitats, especially in areas with high rates of land use conversion, including riparian areas, and areas that have low levels of fragmentation from human land uses and infrastructure. 
3) Natural areas adjacent to existing public or privately protected areas that serve to buffer and improve habitat values within the protected area.

4) Areas that can serve to buffer developed areas from natural disturbance such as floodplains or natural fire breaks.

5) Existing farm and ranchland.  
6) Forest land and other natural resource areas with high carbon storage or sequestration capacity.
Regional greenprinting is intended to assist MPOs and RTPAs in complying with the requirements of Government Code 65080(b)(2)(B) and in preserving important natural resource areas and agricultural lands, ensuring healthy and prosperous communities and landscapes, and facilitating inclusion of natural resources in effective climate adaptation planning.
Best Practices:  Existing Language – Government Code 65080  Additional Language -Creation of a regional Greenprint of would be considered best practice when attempting to comply with the requirements of Government Code 65080(b)(2)(B).”
New Language for Sec. 4.37 
“RAMP

Regional Advance Mitigation Planning (RAMP) is a planning process currently involving Caltrans, Department of Water Resources, USFWS, and CDFG. RAMP is attempting to incorporate a regional rather than individual “project by project” approach to evaluating and mitigating for environmental impacts.  By acting proactively to evaluate the individual and cumulative impacts of several contemplated projects at once from a variety of infrastructure agencies and focusing mitigation on the high priority conservation opportunities in the region as identified by the RAMP process, ecosystem-scale conservation needs can be met, providing much more effective conservation.  In addition, the time and cost inefficiency of project-by-project review, permitting, and mitigation can be avoided. MPO’s and RTPA’s should consider using RAMP in siting and mitigating for infrastructure projects, in order to maximize time efficiency, reduce mitigation costs, and protect the respective region’s natural resources.
Best Practices (for Sec 4.37): Existing language - Voluntarily addressing all of the applicable topics noted above during the preparation of the RTP would be considered as a best practice. Additional language - In addition, utilization of an established Greenprint (as described in Sec. 4.41) as a component of satisfying SAFETEA-LU’s State environmental planning document consideration requirement as per sections 450.322(g)(1) and (2) would be considered a best practice.”
