Below (in red, size 18) we've offered a couple of suggestions for improving the outstanding work done to-date:

Complete Streets

A “Complete Street” is defined as: a transportation facility that is planned, designed, operated and maintained to provide safe mobility for all users, including bicyclists, pedestrians, transit riders, and motorists appropriate to the function and context of the facility.

AB 1358 – The Compete Streets Act of 2008 was signed into law on September 30, 2008. The major provisions of the bill include the following:

•     Beginning January 1, 2009 and no later than January 1, 2014 the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research must amend the State General Plan Guidelines for the Circulation Element to specify how local officials can accommodate safe and convenient travel, and;

•     Beginning January 1, 2011 any city or county carrying out any substantive revision of its circulation element must include a plan for a balanced, multi-modal transportation network that meets the needs of all users of streets, roads, and highways in a manner that is suitable to the rural, suburban or urban context of the general plan. All users of streets, roads, and highways are defined to include: motorists, pedestrians, bicyclists, children, persons with disabilities, seniors, movers of commercial goods, and users of public transportation.

The value of implementing a Complete Streets program is increasingly being recognized in California. In October 2008, Caltrans adopted Deputy Directive DD-64-R1 entitled Complete Streets. This directive included the following policy and provisions:

•     Bicycle, pedestrian, and transit travel is facilitated by creating “complete streets” beginning early in system planning and continuing through project delivery and maintenance and operations. Developing a network of “complete streets” requires collaboration among all Department functional units and stakeholders to establish effective partnerships.

•     State and federal laws require the Department and local agencies to promote and facilitate increased bicycling and walking. California Vehicle Code (CVC) Sections 21200 – 21212, and Streets and Highways Code Sections 890 – 894.2 identify the rights of bicyclists and pedestrians, and establish legislative intent that people of all ages using all types of mobility devices are able to travel on roads. Bicyclists, pedestrians and non-motorized traffic are permitted on all State facilities, unless prohibited.

Based upon DD-64-R1, the Department and local agencies have the duty to provide for the safety and mobility needs of all who have legal access to the transportation system.

The implementation of Complete Streets policies represents a strategy which cities, counties, and regional planning agencies can use to help meet the regional greenhouse gas emissions reduction targets established in AB 32 and SB 375.

While AB 1358 provides no statutory requirement for MPOs and RTPAs, the consideration and integration of Complete Streets policies is strongly recommended:

MPOs and RTPAs should integrate Complete Streets policies into their Regional Transportation Plans and should consider accelerating programming for projects that retrofit existing roads to provide safe and convenient travel by all users.

MPOs and RTPAs should encourage all jurisdictions and agencies within the region to ensure that their circulation elements and street and road standards, including planning, design, construction, operations and maintenance procedures, address all users of the transportation system.

Regional planning agencies should also XXconsiderXX ++include++ “Complete Streets” improvements in MPO/RTPA funded transportation system projects.

Additional information regarding Complete Streets is available at the following link:

http://www.californiatransportationplan2035.org/Content/10029/Complete_Streets.html

