NCTC -  Review of the RTP Guidelines 

My review of the 2010 working draft of the California RTP Guidelines led me

to do some additional research. In considering the impact of the guidelines

on regional planning done by NCTC, I want to be able to prepare and complete

planning products that will meet State and Federal requirements in the most

cost effective manner and that will provide citizens and decision makers

with understandable and creditable tools. The guidelines are pushing

strongly toward activity-based travel demand models; however some research

through the ITE and FHWA websites has led me to temper my enthusiasm for

wholesale abandonment of traditional 4-step travel demand models.

I encourage review of the attached VDOT report and TRB Special Report 288

(see the link below).  Based on these documents my recommendation for NCTC

will be to work on enhancemenst to our Transcad model and to monitor

research and development of activity based models.

I would hope that Caltrans might consider some additional research on this

topic that would result in a report akin to the one prepared by VDOT.

I trust that transportation professionals and decision-makers throughout

California will carefully consider the costs/benefits that moving to

activity based travel demand models will create for their agencies and for

the State as a whole. In a rush to plan for the future, I hope that we don't

loose site of the need to maintain the public investment in the

infrastructure that is crumbling around us.

On page 14, Section 1.3, the first sentence refers to MPOs and 26 "state

statutorily created RTPAs", however based on Gov. Code Section 29532, not

all RTPAs are statutorily created. Actually only a handful are, the others

are Local Transportation Commissions.

I realize that page 26, Regional Blueprint Planning Program is being

re-written so perhaps this is already being addressed, but it appears that

the first sentence is missing a word. Perhaps "to" should be inserted after

RTPAs?

Page 35, it seems that second chart showing RTP development for RTPAs would

be a good addition. 
