The Automobile Club of Southern California would like to comment on the draft Regional Transportation Plan Guidelines. We certainly appreciate the work that has gone into the draft document so far. Our comments are focused on Section 4.26 of the draft RTP Guidelines regarding projects exempted from the SB 375 requirements.

The Auto Club has been a strong supporter of the local sales tax measures that are providing funding for a wide range of critically needed transportation projects throughout Southern California. To reach the two-thirds vote threshold required for these ballot measures, the local sales tax authorities promised voters that specific projects would be built with these local sales tax revenues, along with state and federal matching funds. SB 375, while it does introduce new requirements for long-range transportation planning, includes an exemption for certain categories of projects, including projects specifically listed in local sales tax ballot measures prior to December 31, 2008. The CTC's Regional Transportation Plan Guidelines should not contain any language that further limits the exemption provided in SB 375 for such voter-approved projects.

We are aware that Section 4.26 of the Guidelines is still "under construction" and may be subject to additional changes. At a minimum, the phase "through construction" in the second line of the second paragraph should be deleted. That phrase goes beyond the language in SB 375 and could have the affect of limiting the exemption provided to local sales tax projects. As this section of the Guidelines is revised, nothing should be included to further constrain the exemption provided in SB 375 for these projects. If the ability to deliver these voter-approved projects is impacted causing promises made by local agencies to the voters to be broken, then the chance of getting voter approval for any future local or state transportation funding measure will be lost.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide you with our comments on the RTP Guidelines. If there are any questions, please feel free to contact me.
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