12/11/09

LaNae - 
Please see the following general comment from US EPA for incorporation into the RTP Guidelines. 

Thanks, 
Connell 

General Comment: 

Although we recognize that this guidance document is targeted toward assisting the MPOs with meeting their regulatory requirements under SB 375, implementation is equally important.  The MPOs will need to expend much effort to work directly with local governments. There are various tools and resources available that can assist MPOs in working with local governments on implementation. Listed below are examples of case studies and best practices that could be included in complete streets and smart mobility sections. Although a few best practices are currently included in those sections, only weblinks are referenced. It would be helpful to include a short description before each weblink. 

Case studies for open space, mixed land use, transportation choices, etc: http://www.epa.gov/dced/case.htm   

MPOs can integrate neighborhood electric vehicles in a complete streets policy. An example of one MPO's complete streets policy is included here: http://www.scag.ca.gov/sb375/pdfs/FS/cs-SouthBayStrategy.pdf  

Note: MPOs could also include charging stations for electric vehicles as part of their plan. Cities could also initiate the conversion to or purchase of hybrid or alternative fuel vehicles. 

This is an example of how, in the Bay Area, an MPO has worked with local governments to have them submit where geographically their priority areas for development vs conservation are located.  The intent is to get local governments to start planning and prioritizing for implementation now, rather than waiting: http://www.bayareavision.org/initiatives/prioritydevelopmentareas.html 
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