Dear Susan and LaNae,

Thank you very much for providing Coastal Commission staff the opportunity to review the Revised RTP Guidelines Draft dated Jan 5, 2010.   As a general comment, we are very pleased to see the incorporation of language to Section 6.12 for insuring that provisions for the California Coastal Trail (CCT) will be included in RTPs.  In addition, we strongly applaud the inclusion of a new Section 2.6 to promote greater coordination with the Complete Streets, Smart Mobility Framework, Context Sensitive Solutions, and Corridor System Management planning processes.  We believe that these approaches help to make clear that all modes of travel should be carefully integrated into each region’s overall transportation system.  We also expect attention to such planning processes can have other benefits, including facilitating transportation plans that are consistent with the California Coastal Act.  

As for the specific proposed language, we have only a few brief suggestions to offer today:

Page 27, Section 2.5

While we understand your concern that not all jurisdictions prepare City or County Trail Master Plans, we nonetheless believe that it is important for MPOs/RTPAs to incorporate or consult such documents where they have been developed. We also note that other agencies prepare trails plan that could be relevant to transportation system considerations.  As such, we would suggest that you add a number 8 to the list that includes “Public Agency Trail Plans (where applicable).”

Page 29, Section 2.6

We believe that cross-referencing the Complete Streets Programs with the CCT provisions will strengthen MPOs/RTPs understanding of the potential connections between the two undertakings.  Accordingly, we suggest that you change the last paragraph to read:  “Along the shoreline of coastal counties, one element of the Complete Streets Program can be expected to be the California Coastal Trail (CCT) (See Section 6.12).  Regional planning agencies should include Complete Streets and CCT improvements in MPO/RTPA funded transportation system projects to the extent feasible.”

Page 112, Section 6.12

Please add the following web link to the Best Practices section for readers to access information about the CCT Definition and Design and Siting Standards:

http://www.coastal.ca.gov/access/ctrail-access.html

(We will coordinate with the State Coastal Conservancy to forward to you as soon as possible a related link to their website.)

Page 117, Section 6.18

We support the inclusion of “bicycle and pedestrian facilities” in the list of subject areas for which MPOs/RTPAs should develop performance measures.

Please feel free to let us know if you have any questions and thank you again for consideration of our input. 

Sincerely,

Tami Grove

Statewide Development and Transportation Liaison

California Coastal Commission

725 Front Street, Suite 300

Santa Cruz, CA  95060

Phone:  831-427-4863

Fax:  831-427-4877
