Land Use & Housing Workgroup Meeting

January 26, 2010, 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM

Meeting Material for Discussion


Meeting Topic:  Continuation of Discussion - Addressing Housing Needs in the SCS

1. HCD suggested language for inclusion on p. 129 at the end of Addressing Housing Needs in the SCS: 

 “The assumptions of the development pattern of the SCS must incorporate existing residential zoning obligations to accommodate the RHNA of the current housing element planning period (e.g. the fourth cycle housing element update) as well as zoning implications for the pending RHNA with which the SCS is being coordinated.”

2. Housing CA Proposed changes are in italicized text

Addressing Housing Needs in the SCS

The passage of SB 375 increased the linkage of the Regional Housing Need Allocation (RHNA) process required by State Housing Element Law with the RTP development and adoption process. Regional Transportation Plans are to be updated at least every four years for non-attainment areas, and every five years for attainment areas. Housing element updates are now to be adopted every 8 years for jurisdictions within non-attainment areas while those within attainment areas and RTPAs not within MPOs are to continue to be adopted every 5 years except those that elect to adopt an RTP every four years pursuant to Government Code 65080 (b)(2)(M). 

The SCS shall accommodate the RHNA pursuant to Government Code Section 65584 and consider the state housing goals specified in Government Code Section 65580 and 65581.  For example, the SCS development pattern should not preclude an individual community from accommodating its existing or upcoming Regional Housing Needs Assessment allocation.    

Pursuant to Government Code Section 65080(b) (2) (B) (ii), the SCS shall identify areas within the region sufficient to house all the population of the region, including all economic segments of the population, over the course of the planning period of the regional transportation plan, taking into account net migration into the region, population growth, household formation, and employment growth. This is separate from the requirement pursuant to 65080(b)(2)(B)(iii) to identify areas sufficient to house an eight year projection of the housing need pursuant to the Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) process in Section 65584 et seq. 

While the SCS is required to accommodate the RHNA and housing element requirements, Unlike the RHNA process, which allocates a minimum amount and economic distribution of housing to be accommodated within the housing element planning period, there are not comparable, formal parameters for the entire RTP planning period. The planning period for the RTP is at least 12 years longer than the housing element planning period accommodated in the RTP.

Thus, MPOs should include an analysis within the SCS that looks forward over the entire planning period and reasonably addresses what the housing need may be and where the region can meet its housing needs for all economic segments of the population over the course of the RTP planning period.  This analysis should assume a variety of housing types and densities including multi-family densities in each jurisdiction. Documentation to support this analysis should be prepared and may include a narrative description, map, data, or other resources (or any combination thereof) that identifies where within the region this need can be met. Like all planning assumptions, assumptions related to identifying housing needs beyond the RHNA allocation period should be reevaluated each time the RTP is updated. 

Government Code Section 65080(b) (2) (B) (iii) requires that the SCS identify areas within the region sufficient to house the projection of the regional housing need for the region pursuant to Government Code Section 65584.  This means that the SCS would not preclude an individual community from accommodating its existing or upcoming Regional Housing Needs Assessment Allocation.  The Final Regional Housing Need Allocation (RHNA) process, which will follow completion of the RTP and SCS, establishes a minimum amount of housing development capacity for each city’s and county’s housing element. Each city and county must demonstrate this capacity with adequate sites, and development standards and programs to accommodate the RHNA within the planning period of an updated housing element. The RHNA process includes many steps and statutorily required deadlines which are included in more detail in Appendix J.  Key steps of the RHNA process for Councils of Governments (Cogs) which are MPOs, or which are within or coterminous with MPO boundaries, are as follows: ….
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