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Proposed Revised Guidance:
Addressing Resource Areas and Farmland

The SCS is required pursuant to Government Code Section 65080(b)(2)(B)(v) to gather and consider the best practically available scientific information regarding resource areas and farmland in the region (as defined in Government Code Section 65080.01(a) and (b). Please refer to Sections 5.3 and 5.5 of the Guidelines for more information regarding best management practices for the consideration of environmental resource areas and farmland in RTP development. 

Excerpt from January 5, 2010 Draft Guidelines:
Addressing Resource Areas and Farmland
The SCS is required pursuant to Government Code Section 65080(b)(2)(B)(v) to gather and consider the best practically available scientific information regarding resource areas and farmland in the region (as defined in Government Code Section 65080.01(a) and (b). The SCS may include a narrative description, map, data, or other resources (or any combination thereof), developed in consultation with the appropriate resource agencies including cities and counties, which identifies regional resource areas and farmland. The SCS could also identify regional priority areas for conservation and mitigation efforts, based upon existing publicly available information and developed in consultation with the appropriate resources agencies including cities and counties. Examples of such priority conservation areas include but certainly are not limited to:
· Areas important for the maintenance of endemic, rare, or imperiled plant and animal species and communities, 
· Areas that provide connectivity between natural habitats, especially in areas with high rates of land use conversion including riparian areas and areas with low levels of fragmentation from human land uses and infrastructure,
· Natural areas adjacent to existing public or privately protected areas that serve to buffer and improve habitat values, 
· Existing farm and ranch land,
· Natural areas important for carbon storage and sequestration including forest land, and
· Areas that can serve to buffer developed areas from natural disturbance such as floodplains or natural fire breaks.
Please refer to Sections 5.3 and 5.5 of the Guidelines for more information regarding best management practices for the consideration of environmental resource areas and farmland in RTP development. 

Excerpts from SB 375:

GC 65080(b)(2)(B) & 65080.01(a) & (b)

65080(b) (2) (B) Each metropolitan planning organization shall prepare a sustainable communities strategy, subject to the requirements of Part 450 of Title 23 of, and Part 93 of Title 40 of, the Code of Federal Regulations, including the requirement to utilize the most recent planning assumptions considering local general plans and other factors. The sustainable communities strategy shall... (v) gather and consider the best practically available scientific information regarding resource areas and farmland in the region as defined in subdivisions (a) and (b) of Section 65080.01; …

SEC. 5. Section 65080.01 is added to the Government Code, to read:

65080.01. The following definitions apply to terms used in Section 65080:

(a) “Resource areas” include

(1) 
all publicly owned parks and open space;

(2) 
open space or habitat areas protected by natural community conservation plans, habitat conservation plans, and other adopted natural resource protection plans;

(3)
habitat for species identified as candidate, fully protected, sensitive, or species of special status by local, state, or federal agencies or protected by the federal Endangered Species Act of 1973, the California Endangered Species Act, or the Native Plan Protection Act; 

(4)
lands subject to conservation or agricultural easements for conservation or agricultural purposes by local governments, special districts, or nonprofit 501(c)(3) organizations, areas of the state designated by the State Mining and Geology Board as areas of statewide or regional significance pursuant to Section 2790 of the Public Resources Code, and lands under Williamson Act contracts;

(5) 
areas designated for open-space or agricultural uses in adopted open-space elements or agricultural elements of the local general plan or by local ordinance;

(6) 
areas containing biological resources as described in Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines that may be significantly affected by the sustainable communities strategy or the alternative planning strategy; and

(7) 
an area subject to flooding where a development project would not, at the time of development in the judgment of the agency, meet the requirements of the National Flood Insurance Program or where the area is subject to more protective provisions of state law or local ordinance.

 (b) “Farmland” means farmland that is outside all existing city spheres of influence or city limits as of January 1, 2008, and is one of the following: 

(1) 
Classified as prime or unique farmland or farmland of statewide importance.

(2) 
Farmland classified by a local agency in its general plan that meets or exceeds the standards for prime or unique farmland or farmland of statewide importance.
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