
 
 
 
 
August 16, 2012 
 
Susan Bransen 
Deputy Director 
California Transportation Commission  
1120 N Street, Suite 2228 
Sacramento CA 95814 
 

Dear Susan,  

Thank you for providing the information for the Statewide Needs Assessment Workgroup meeting 

today and for all the thought and work the CTC team has dedicated to this effort. I would like to 

have a more clear understanding for what we’re working to accomplish by this effort. Perhaps the 

workgroup members could help define this in the meeting today.  

By way of example, DeAnn Baker, California State Association of Counties (CSAC) sent a 

comment letter addressing the division of Highway User Tax Account (HUTA) funds stating, 

“…we would challenge the suggested 65% state and 35% local split.” It was my understanding that 

we were identifying new funding sources in this policy section and not addressing specific 

percentages for State and Local apportionments. If we begin to address apportionment issues, then I 

agree with DeAnn we should be looking at the current distribution of all HUTA revenues and 

consider existing demonstrated needs. We have a needs assessment that should inform decision-

making. I have two questions:  

1. Do we intend to address apportionment issues such as percentage split or return to source, 

etc.? If no, then the references to apportionment should be removed from the document.  

2. If we are going to include the apportionment conversation, how will it be informed by the 

prior chapters of the Needs Assessment? 

Per our conversations earlier this week, I agree that the document needs to have a “single 

voice.” Furthermore, the tone of this voice should be neutral and factual. There are many areas 

where this needs to be addressed and for example only it’s apparent in the “Tax on purchases of 

new bicycles” section. From the rural perspective, bicycle projects are not “extremely cheap” and 

are among the most difficult to fund. Furthermore, most of the bicycle (and pedestrian) needs in my 
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region are on the State Highway System and would be addressed through Complete Streets if 

funding were available.  

Many of the sections state “political will” as a challenge. I expect that this is true for every 

section and it should be addressed in language that is as positive as possible. Perhaps an 

introductory paragraph that acknowledges this challenge would eliminate the need to state it 

repeatedly throughout.  

It’s my hope that by the end of the day today we will have a common understanding about 

the intent of our efforts, including whether we will address issues of apportionment. I am also 

confirming the need for one voice and for the tone of this voice to be neutral and factual.  

Again, thank you for the work.  

Sincerely,  
 
 
Tamera Leighton, Executive Director  
Del Norte Local Transportation Commission  
Rural Counties Task Force Representative 
 


